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EDITOR’S NOTE: The articles describing the movements
and actions of the 1st Recon Battalion in this issue are outdated and not chronological. They are published here for the
benefit of those who are unable to follow the Battalion during
its deployment. Pray for Lt. Col. Mooney, the men and women under his command, and all those who serve in support.
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By Dan Lamothe
Staff writer MARINE CORPS TIMES

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan The Marine Corps will send elite reconnaissance Marines to
the former Taliban stronghold of Marjah to buttress combat operations already underway by two conventional infantry battalions there, a top officer here said.
First Reconnaissance Battalion, out of Camp Pendleton, Calif., is arriving at this hub of Marines operations this week, and
will soon be sent to the country side surrounding Marjah, said
Brig. Gen. Joseph Osterman, commander of 1st Marine Division
(Forward), based here. Their area will include the Sistani Desert
to the west of Marjah and Trek Nawa, a sprawling area to Marjah's east filled with farm compounds still controlled by the Taliban.
Marines believe the Taliban is coordinating attacks on Marine
patrols from both areas.
"First Recon, before they even left [the U.S.], were training in
more of a ground combat-type of role," Osterman told Marine
Corps Times during a Tuesday night interview. "They still retain
a lot of their reconnaissance skills and the maturity that goes
with that type of unit, but basically they'll be working those outer areas."
The decision to send recon Marines to Marjah wasn't made
because commanders in the region need their ability to go deep
behind enemy lines without detection, but because the other
infantry battalions the Corps has in Afghanistan already have
defined missions underway.
"Once we go into an area, we never want to leave it until it's
ready to be transitioned to Afghani control," Osterman said.
"With the units that are out here and the timing of where they
are and how things are going, it makes more sense to deploy
recon than it would be to uncover somebody else and sharing"
the job.

Two battalions - 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, and 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines, both out of Camp Lejeune, N.C. - have
shared the burden of securing Marjah since Marines initially
assaulted it in February. They will continue their operations,
with 1st Recon patrolling its own battlespace in the outlying
areas.
Osterman said the Sistani Desert can be handled effectively
now that 1st Recon has arrived. The 1,000-man battalion replaces a company-sized detachment of Marines with 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, out of Okinawa, Japan, and is among the last
Marine units to arrive in Afghanistan as part of President
Barack Obama's decision to add about 30,000 combat troops,
including 8,500 Marines, to Afghanistan this spring.
Third Recon's Marines in Afghanistan are based at Leatherneck, and have been used mostly on supporting missions, such
as raids, as necessary. First Recon will maintain a headquarters
element at Leatherneck, but also will have a forward battalion
headquarters and most of its troops closer to Marjah, Osterman
said.

Sistani Desert west of Marjah, Afghanistan

7/13/2010
By Lance Cpl. Daniel Boothe, Marine Corps Base
Camp Pendleton
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. —
One of the United State’s most elite units took on
new leadership and opened a new $67 million state-of-the
-art training complex during a change-of-command and
ribbon-cutting ceremony at Camp Pendleton, July 13.
Command of Camp Pendleton’s 1st Marine Special Operations Battalion changed hands as Lt. Col. Jeffrey D. Tuggle relinquished responsibility for the unit to Lt. Col. Michael A. Brooks during the two-hour ceremony. In addition to new leadership, the battalion also introduced the
recently built 33-acre complex and six different training
facilities at the event.
“These men, these Marines are creating history and doing
the nation’s work on a daily basis,” said Col. Stephen W,
Davis, deputy commander, Marine Special Operations
Command, U.S. Special Operations Command. “We ask
an awful lot of the Marines from this battalion, and we
owe them a state-of-the-art facility in which they can plan,
train, operate, and ultimately live.”
The latest U.S. Special Operations Command complex
consists of six different structures designed for headquarters administration, paraloft training, academic instruction,
motor transportation and warehouse storage. The complex’s million dollar multi-story facilities were built to better
accomplish the battalion’s worldwide mission.
A 100-foot tall rappel tower with parachute drying gasfired heaters is just one of the advancements provided by
the new special operation complex. Additional training
facility upgrades include a language laboratory, an interrogation training room and audio-visual office furniture.
“We are well supported by our leadership, a leadership
that understands the way of the future,” said Davis. “This
is a material representation of a shared vision from that
leadership.”
The 1st MSOB was activated on October 26, 2006 and is
headquartered at Camp Pendleton. Since the unit’s activation, the battalion has conducted seven team-sized deployments, six company level deployments, and one battalion deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.

Lieutenant Colonel JeffreyTuggle
Lieutenant Colonel Tuggle was commissioned a 2nd Lt in
the Marine Corps upon graduation from Auburn University in
1990. As an infantry officer, Lieutenant Colonel Tuggle’s MOS
assignments include: Platoon Commander and Company Executive Officer, Lima Company, 3d Bn, 3d Marines; Platoon
Commander and Company Executive Officer, 5th Force Reconnaissance Company; Infantry and Reconnaissance Instructor,
Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron – 1; Operations Officer, 8th Marines; Executive Officer, 1st Bn, 2nd Marines; Exercise Chief, SOJ3, Special Operations Command,
Pacific; Chief of Staff, Joint Special Operations Task ForcePhilippines; and Executive Officer, 3d Marines
Lieutenant Colonel Tuggle’s professional military education
includes: The Basic School, the Infantry Officer’s Course, the
Amphibious Warfare School, and the Marine Corps Command
and Staff College (non-resident).
Lieutenant Colonel Tuggle’s decorations include the Bronze
Star with combat “V”, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal,
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal with gold star, the Joint Service Achievement Medal (2d Award) and the Combat Action Ribbon. He is
qualified as a Marine Corps Parachutist, Combatant Diver, and
Jumpmaster.

Your white bucks are safe at Bodfish so wear um if you still got um

1st MarineDivision Association Marines attending the August Reunion in San Antonio may reasonably expect to find
the supply of cheddar crunchy munchies unaffected either by the Gulf Oil Spill or the Pepperidge Farm injunction
against Nabisco. BODFISH CRACKERS WILL BE AVAILABLE in the Hospitality Suite of the
WORLD FAMOUS BODFISH CHAPTER of the 1st Marine Division Association.
(The pernicious rumor that Chinese crackers will be substituted is idle scuttlebutt and without basis in fact.)

Clear and lock all weapons before entering

****Unescorted ladies will be confiscated****

-THIS IS NOT A DRILL-

By Dan Lamothe - Staff writer MARINE CORPS TIMES
Posted : Monday Jul 5, 2010 10:21:13 EDT

Reconnaissance Marines in Afghanistan have launched a
new operation near the former Taliban stronghold of Marjah
aimed at pushing insurgents out of nearby areas they have
used to launch repeated attacks on Marine patrols.
Operation New Dawn will be “attacking areas that insurgents use in transit to and from Marjah,” said 1st Lt. Joshua
Benson, a spokesman for 1st Marine Division (Forward),
based in Afghanistan. Marines with 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, out of Camp Pendleton, Calif., launched the operation
June 15.
New Dawn is an extension of Operation Moshtarak, Benson said. The Corps launched that mission in February with a
massive assault to push the Taliban, drug traffickers and other
insurgents from Marjah, a sprawling rural area in central Helmand province with more than 80,000 people.
Already, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, out of Marine Corps
Base Hawaii, has assisted in New Dawn, establishing observation posts in southern Shorshork, an area in between Marjah
and Nawa, a district to the east with about 89,000 people, according to a Marine Corps news release. Lima Company 3/3
established blocking positions for 48 hours beginning June 17
that limited insurgents’ freedom of movement, Marine officials
said.
The actions are likely just the beginning. Marine leaders in
Afghanistan plan to use 1st Recon to root out insurgents in
several other areas surrounding Marjah this summer, said
Brig. Gen. Joseph Osterman, commander of 1st MarDiv Fwd.,
during a June 1 interview with Marine Corps Times in Afghanistan. Those areas include the Sistani Desert to the west of
Marjah and Trek Nawa, a sprawling area to Marjah’s east filled
farm compounds controlled by the Taliban. The Taliban has
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coordinating repeated attacks on Marine patrols from both areas.
“First Recon, before they even left [the U.S.], were training in
more of a ground combat-type of role,” Osterman said in June.
“They still retain a lot of their reconnaissance skills and the maturity that goes with that type of unit, but basically they’ll be
working those outer areas.”
The decision to send recon Marines to Marjah wasn’t made because commanders in the region need their ability to go deep
behind enemy lines without detection, but because the other
infantry battalions the Corps has in Afghanistan already have
defined missions underway.
“Once we go into an area, we never want to leave it until it’s
ready to be transitioned to Afghani control,” Osterman said.
“With the units that are out here and the timing of where they are
and how things are going, it makes more sense to deploy recon
than it would be to uncover somebody else and sharing” the job.
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Remember the velvettongued Sergeant
Strickland?

Marines are always adding new words to the grunt
vocabulary. Add Marjah (Sniper Paradise) to the
list of notable places to avoid if possible

SSgt Burke offered to take all comers
and severely punished all who responded. How many times were you
bruised by the butt-end of his Ka-Bar
as he feigned the final blow? Ever hear
him say sorry about the bruises?

Who remembers the feces hitting the rotating blades
after we dug this basketball structure up at MP Company and moved it to our tennis court at 15-B9….in the dead of night ? What a glorious coup it
was ! The concrete it was mounted in was quite
heavy.

Bob wrote this story for an intelligence organization’s
publication (INTSUM Magazine) some years ago. We plan
to feature his remarkable fifty-six (56) year association
with the United States Marine Corps in an upcoming issue of Reflections. He still works full time (2010) training
our Marines and their allies throughout the world. I here
interject a personal note: I transferred from the same
Casual Company to Recon Company within days of Bob.
Maybe we were mates then too!
HU
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Oldest Post Fulfills Marine's Last Wish
No Evening Parade but gift of pageantry—By Timothy Wilson
Julian Galindo wanted one last memorable moment with his wife,
but he had grown so weak from a debilitating brain disease that even
holding a telephone for a few minutes made him tremble uncontrollably. Galindo, 51, a former Marine warrant officer, found it difficult to eat or bathe without his wife's help. Even getting out of bed
some days seemed to be a painful chore. So traveling about 1,200
miles from Nebraska to the District to visit the Marine Corps' oldest
active post seemed just the place to allow them to experience their
last ooh-rah.
Last month, the Dream Foundation, a wish-granting organization
for adults battling life-threatening illnesses, made it possible for
Galindo and his wife, Vicky, to attend the Evening Parade. The free
ceremonial event is Friday evenings at Marine Barracks Washington, also know8th & I," in Southeast.
But the Galindos were not able to experience the pageantry of
the parade. The performance they attended was canceled because of
a severe thunderstorm. Officials said that lightning posed a danger to
the Marines and audience members, who sit on aluminum bleachers.
"It was a little disappointing, but I was still in awe of being at 8th
and I," Galindo said. Although the parade was called off, the Galindos were invited to stay afterward and sat in the library of Center
House. From time to time, Julian Galindo would be approached by a
Marine with whom he would share the purpose of his visit.
He told them he suffered from progressive supranuclear palsy, a
degenerative brain disease that affects nerve cells that control balance, mobility, vision, speech and swallowing. His doctors had given him a limited prognosis for survival. They were stunned when he
revealed that his last wish was to visit 8th & I.
Capt. Michael Deal, commander of the marching company
scheduled to perform, wondered whether anything could be done to
salvage Galindo's trip. An opportunity occurred when the storm
stopped. "Let's see if we can pull off the Silent Drill Platoon," Deal
said. Sensing the significance of the occasion, Col. Andrew H.
Smith, commanding officer at the barracks, granted Deal's request
for the 24-person platoon to perform.
Galindo and his wife were escorted from Center House to an
area on the grounds where the commandant of the Marine Corps sits.
The performance featured the Marines in a series of calculated drill
movements while handling their rifles with precision. The routine
ended with an unusual rifle inspection sequence, complete with elaborate rifle spins and tosses.
"For them to come back and give up their time, that was something that touched my heart," said Galindo, who shook each platoon
member's hand after the performance. "I can never say how grateful
I was for that." Vicky Galindo, 46, said she saw something that she
hadn't seen from her husband in almost 20 years, since a training
accident exposed him to a live nerve agent that they think caused his
illness.
"It gave him some peace," she said. "It's like the Marine Corps
wrapped their arms around him again. I don't think I've seen him that
happy in a long time."
The parade, which can draw hundreds of spectators, features music
and precise marching from the U.S. Marine Band, Drum and Bugle
Corps, Color Guard, Silent Drill Platoon and Ceremonial Marchers
on the grounds of the barracks. The event has been held Friday evenings from April to November for more than 50 years.
"This is the home of the corps," said Capt. Lisa Lawrence, a barracks
spokesman. "To see the impact we have on people who come here,
"it's unreal."

Way up in Korea midst rocks, ice and snow
The poor Chinese commie is feeling so low,
As our Corsairs roar by overhead
He knows that his buddies will all soon be dead
Dinkie die, Dinkie Dinkie die, Dinkie die, Dinkie Dinkie die,
He knows that his buddies will all soon be dead.
Ming Pao went up to cold Koto Ri
His prize Chinese army in action to see,
He said that no battle his soldiers could loose
But all that he found were their hats and their shoes.
Dinkie die, Dinkie Dinkie die, Dinkie die, Dinkie Dinkie die,
But all that he found were their hats and their shoes.
Now uncle Joe Stalin your stooges have found
It just doesn't pay to invade foreign ground,
When you disturb the serene Asian calm
You've brought on the rockets, the bombs and napalm.
Dinkie die, Dinkie Dinkie die, Dinkie die, Dinkie Dinkie die,
You've brought on the rockets, the bombs and napalm.
So here's to P'yongyang and to old Hagaru
To Kumh-wa and Kaesong and Uijonbu
To all Gyrene pilots and Carriers at sea
And the Death Rattler's Squadron, old three-twenty-three.
Dinkie die, Dinkie Dinkie die, Dinkie die, Dinkie Dinkie die,
And the Death Rattler's Squadron, old three-twenty-three.
VMF 323 (Later VMA 323) “The Death Rattlers” won the
undying gratitude and admiration of the 1st Marine Division in
Korea. They proved, conclusively, that the United States Marine Corps is an Air-Ground force to be feared. The “Rattlers”
defined Marine Close Air Support.
HU
……………..Major General Oliver P. Smith, Commanding General of the 1st
Marine Division, would commend the Corsair operations when he stated,
"During the long reaches of the night and in the snow storms many a Marine
prayed for the coming of day or clearing weather, when he knew he would
again hear the welcome roar of your planes as they dealt out destruction to the
enemy...Never in its history has Marine aviation given more convincing proof
of its indispensable value to the ground Marine. A bond of understanding has
been established that will never be broken." With the end of the Korean War,
VMA-323 (note change in designation) was the Marine fixed-wing attack
squadron with the longest overseas service during the Korea War. By July
1953, the Death Rattlers had accumulated a total of 48,677.2 hours of flight
time

21 December 1908
The following Executive Order is hereby promulgated
for the information of officers of the U S Marine Corps.
1. Officers of the United States Marine Corps of whatever
rank will be examined physically, and undergo the test herein
prescribed at least once every two years; the time of such examination to be designated by the Commandant of the Corps so
as to interfere as little as possible with their regular duties, and
the tests to be carried out in the United States between May first
and July first, as the Commandant of the Corps may direct, and
on foreign stations between December first and February first.
2. All field officers will be required to take a riding test of
ninety miles, this distance to be covered in three days. Physical
examinations before and after riding, and the riding tests to be
the same as those prescribed for the United States Army by
General Orders No 79 (para 3) War Department, May 14 1908.
3. Line officers of the Marine Corps in the grade of captain
or lieutenant, will be required to walk fifty miles, this distance to
be divided into three days, actual marching time, including rests,
twenty hours. In battle, time is essential and ground may have
to be covered on the run, if these officers are not equal to the
average physical strength of their companies the men will be
held back, resulting in unnecessary loss of life and probably
defeat. Company officers will, therefore be required during one
of the marching periods, to double-time two hundred yards, with
a half minute rest, then three hundred yards with one minutes
rest, then complete the test in a two hundred yard dash, making
in all seven hundred yards at the double time with one and onehalf minutes rest. The physical examinations before and after
the test to be the same as provided for in paragraph 2, this order.
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If you were there in mid 1957 then you will recognize the
face of our swimming instructor Ronald Alan Stuart. Ron was
sent to the Company to insure that the embryonic 1st Reconnaissance Battalion had 100% qualified combat swimmers.
He left us when his job was successfully completed and was
sent to perform the same duty for the 2nd Recon Battalion.
Ron remained in the Corps and had three tours in VietNam
(each ending in the hospital). He ended his active duty by
riding a chopper into the ground in Beirut several years later.
As a result, Ron retired on total disability as a Master Gunnery
Sergeant. Members of the Marine Corps intelligence community remember him as “S-2 Art.

4. The Commandant of the Marine Corps will be required
to make such of the above tests as the Secretary of the Navy
shall direct.
5. Field officers of the permanent staff of the Marine Corps
who have arrived at an age and rank which renders it highly
improbable that they will ever be assigned to any duty requiring
participation in active military operations in the field, may upon
their own application, be excused from the above prescribed. Such a request, however if granted, will be regarded by
the executive authority as conclusive reason for not selecting
the applicant for any future promotion, or for assignment, selection or promotion to a position involving participation in operation
of the line of the Marine Corps, or in competition with officers of
the line of the U S Marine Corps for any position.
Theodore Roosevelt,
"The White House"
OFFICIAL
G.F.Elliott, Major General Commandant

— Thomas Jefferson —
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