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When Marine major Evans Carlson adopted the Chinese term “Gung-ho”** to describe the dedication of his
famous Raider Battalion he could not have had James McCain in mind. We could not, however, find a better
term to describe the intense hyper-warrior spirit that McCain displayed throughout his Marine Corps
career.
While many of us who came into contact with the Ranger thought some of his actions were peculiar, if not outright zany, no one ever doubted that he was a Marine of exceptional dedication. This article is offered as a
tribute to the “Ranger” and the contribution that he made to our 50’s era Recon legacy.
James Edd McCain was born on 22 January 1930 in
Castro County, Texas. With the aid of a delayed birth
certificate, provided by his mother, establishing his age
falsely as 18, McCain enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps in November of 1945 when he was two months shy
of 16 years of age. He travelled from the Marine Recruiting Office in an obscure Texas town to the “land of opportunity” in southern California intent upon becoming a
warrior.
Upon graduation from recruit training at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot at San Diego, California
(Then matured to 16 years + 1 day…..but now a fledgling
Marine) he was immediately assigned to the 5th Marine
Regiment as an MP and he found himself embarked upon
a military transport ship bound for China.
McCain spent two and one half years in China. There
he was promoted to corporal. At 18-1/2 years he returned Stateside to Quantico, VA where he continued to
serve as an MP. He was then sent to the Naval Ammunition Depot at McAlister, Oklahoma.
Shortly before his 21st birthday he was transferred
to Camp Pendleton, California for combat training in
(Continued on next page)

We are grateful to Marine Joyce A. Baggerly
for the photographs and most of the biographical
data about “Ranger” McCain in this article. Joyce
has graciously allowed us access to and permission to use portions of the draft manuscript of her
forthcoming book which describes her association with the “Ranger”. She met McCain while a
Woman Marine drill instructor at Parris Island in
Sept of 1965 and they were engaged by the time
he left for Vietnam. He broke the engagement after he was so badly
wounded. The draft manuscript of her book is a testament to her
skill as a biographical researcher. We look forward to the completion of her book. A great big Semper Fi salute to Joyce!
Without her this article would have been another sea story.
HU

Gunnery Sergeant James E. “Ranger” McCain
** Gung-ho

is loosely translated from the
Chinese as Work Together . Go to page 8
for an in-depth definition.

(Continued from previous page)

preparation for assignment to the ongoing conflict in Korea.
He emerged from training as a machine gunner and was promoted to Sergeant.
McCain shipped out to Korea in June of 1951 as a Machine
Gun Section Leader assigned to the 7th Marine Regiment.
There he also served as Platoon leader and as Platoon Sergeant.
In Korea he was promoted to Staff Sergeant.
In January of 1953 he was transferred to the 3rd Marine
Division in Japan. He served as an Assault Platoon Sergeant
with the 3rd Marines and was promoted to Technical Sergeant.
RECON COMPANY GETS A “GUNNY”
In September of 1955 the future “Ranger” found himself
back at Camp Pendleton, California as the Gunnery Sergeant of
the 1st Marine Division Reconnaissance Company. It is here
that the writer and several other 50‟s era Recon comrades became intimately familiar with Gunny McCain.
The Reconnaissance Company had only recently returned
from Korea late in April of 1955. Many of the members of the
Company were recent additions, mostly untested and fresh
from Infantry Training, all were volunteers.
The Company did, however, have a cadre of experienced
Korean War veterans although their number was dwindling due
to discharges. None of us remember that the Company had a
formal “Gunnery Sergeant” before the arrival of McCain.
Training had been intense and was conducted ably by Platoon
Sergeants Adisey, Burke and Massaro, all Staff Sergeants.
The Gunny was immediate in loudly establishing himself
as senior NCO by offending the other senior staff over the issue of billeting. Staff Sergeants Bridges and Massaro bunked
in a small second-story room in the Company‟s barracks building 15-B-9. They offered to share the room with McCain but
Tech Sergeant McCain insisted on taking the room for himself
alone. The Staff Sergeants complained to Captain Finne to no
avail (RHIP—”Rank Has It‟s Privilege”) and they were forced
to bunk in the squad bays with the platoons.
If memory serves the writer correctly after so long a time,
our first protracted experience with the new Gunny was in the
month after he arrived, October, 1955. The Recon Company
was assigned the task of acting as aggressor forces for the 11th
Marine Regiment (Artillery) in a week-long field training exercise at the Mohave Desert Marine base at 29 Palms, California.
(See Reflections #10)
One incident that stands out in the minds of some of the
participants during the exercise revolved around the intended
“rescue” of a wounded raven.
A routine reconnaissance patrol returned to the Recon base
camp with a large raven. The big bird had apparently suffered
an accident and appeared to have a broken wing. The poor
creature was furnished with a “C” ration carton for housing,
water, and what a committee of a dozen self-appointed bird
rescue experts decided was force-fed proper food. Watching
the poor wounded creature in its death throes was agonizing to
its care-givers and, as might be expected (consultation with
Corpsman not withstanding) , the bird slowly mustered out of
their care into a better life and a permanent place in Recon ornithological history.
McCain immediately grasped the passing of the bird as a
training opportunity and he ordered a military funeral. A quick

survey discovered that among the one hundred or so men of
the Company, no one had the slightest idea of how to conduct
the ceremony. Enter the Gunny. The bird was interred with
full military honors in the scorched ground of “the Stumps”,
complete with 21 guns, after no little tutoring by McCain who
knew the routine to the letter. Putting humor aside, we were
impressed more than a little.
The Gunny was fond of formal inspections. One morning
at a regular rifle inspection the formation was invaded by a
small white cat which came out from under the barracks and
walked between ranks in the formation assembled on our tennis court. McCain loudly chastised the cat and ordered it to be
put under arrest. The cat, not willing to face McCain, retreated to its lair under the barracks and could not be persuaded to
surrender. Eventually the cat was chased from under the barracks and into a culvert behind the building. No amount of
coaxing would lure the cat from its safe hiding place. The
vigilante posse, in desperation, pulled the fire hose from the
barracks and flooded the culvert. The cat was never seen
again and was presumed drowned while resisting arrest.
ARMY RANGER TRAINING
In February and March of 1956 McCain was one of the
first Recon Marines to attend Army Ranger Training at Fort
Benning, Georgia.
A story is told of McCain and other Marines at Ranger
training who were about to enter their car after exiting a restaurant one night. As they prepared to leave, a group of young
Army Ranger trainees came out the door of the restaurant.
The Gunny quickly dropped down and began to do push-ups
starting his count loudly with “ninety”. (Continued on Page 4)

McCain conducting rifle inspection—venue unknown
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John Hancock of Second Continental Congress
to General George Washington
Washington, 5 October 1775
“Resolved, That a letter be sent by Express to General
Washington, to inform him, that they [Congress] having certain
intelligence of the sailing of two north country built Brigs, of no
force, from England, on the 11 of August last, loaded with arms,
powder, and other stores, for Quebec, without a convoy, which it
being of importance to intercept, that he apply to the council of
Massachusetts bay, for the two armed vessels in their service,
and despatch the same, with a sufficient number of people,
stores, particularly a number of oars, in order, if possible, to
intercept two Brigs and their cargoes, and secure the same for
the use of the continent; Also, any other transports laden with
ammunition, cloathing, or other stores, for the use of the ministerial army or navy in America, and secure them in the most convenient places for the purpose abovementioned; that he give the
commander or commanders such instructions as are necessary,
as also proper encouragement to the marines and seamen, that
shall be sent on this enterprize, which instructions, are to be
delivered to the commander or commanders sealed up,with orders not to open the same until out of sight of land, on account of
secresy.
That a letter be wrote to council, to put vessels under the
General's command and direction, and to furnish him instantly
with every necessary in their power, at the expence of the Continent.
Also that the General be directed to employ vessels”

A young McCain in China. Take particular notice of the
French Fourragere which was awarded to the 5th and
6th Marine Regiments in World War I. He wears the
“Old Breed” patch of the First Marine Division. We are
unable to explain the hash mark.

History of the United States Marine Corps - Wikipedia

McCain, apparently instructing a young South Korean
Soldier in the use of the M1917A1 .30 Caliber Water
Cooled Machine Gun. This photograph was probably
taken in Korea where the Gunny was a Machine Gun
Section Leader with the 7th Marines.

Gunnery Sergeant McCain wearing his characteristic
army paratrooper boots which he insisted upon wearing.
Some say, however, that when he had the opportunity to
jump he would exchange them for tennis shoes. Venue
unknown

Recon Reflections Issue #11 - 1 October 2010 - Page 3

(Continued from page 2)

He continued the exercise until he had counted “one hundred”, stood up, brushed his hands and entered the car as the
young Ranger trainees watched in amazement. Those who
served under McCain in the 1st Recon Company will testify
that he had a peculiar fondness for push-ups. With little or no
provocation he would tell you to drop and give him ten or so.
A favorite anecdote about the Gunny relates that when he
returned from Ranger School he reported promptly to the
Recon Company Commander.
McCain entered Captain
Finne‟s office with his Ranger rapelling rope wrapped across
his chest, snapped smartly to attention and announced “Ranger
McCain reporting for duty sir !” Legend tells us that the Captain, not favorably impressed, ordered “Ranger McCain” to
leave his office.
Upon his return to Recon Company the Gunny was, and
would forever thereafter be, “Ranger McCain”
McCain‟s deportment changed considerably after attending
Ranger School. He often quoted “ Danger is no stranger to a
Ranger” to the hidden amusement of many. He also picked up
a fetish about how our combat boots were to be laced while he
was a Ranger School. He was insistent that everyone lace their
boots the way that he did.
Another notable change in the Gunny‟s behavior revolved
around the way that he parked his large Cadillac Automobile
(replete with a large Marine Corps Eagle, Globe and Anchor on
the front). After he returned from Ranger training he always
thereafter backed the car into its parking space. He commented
that by doing so he would be able to leave quickly if the need
arose.
McCain‟s training methods were said to be “freelance” by
some. He often quoted “Modify And Adjust” or “Adapt And
Overcome” as he led training or demonstrated. Both sayings
describe what he did with standard training procedures. In later
years the testimony of more than one Vietnam combat veteran
who was trained by McCain was that the Gunny‟s “freelance”
methods probably saved their lives.
Captain Finne left Recon early in February of 1956 to command the Marine Detachment aboard the USS Franklin Roosevelt. He was relieved by 1st Lieutenant John C. Wickham.
Wickham would not cater to McCain as Captain Finne had.
Finne was a veteran of the Pacific War and had considerable
experience. He apparently felt a kinship to the “China Marine”
that he saw in McCain. The Ranger must have rubbed Lieutenant Wickham the wrong way (more than one story is told about
what precipitated the Ranger‟s departure from Recon) because
Wickham is said to have confined the Gunny to his room and
promptly had him transferred to the Division Headquarters
Company. At Headquarters Company he became the Platoon
Leader for their Weapons Platoon and then Gunnery Sergeant.

Even after The Ranger left Recon we heard wild rumors
of him. Legend has it that he was threatened with Court Martial for continually having his Headquarters Company charges
rappel from the upper windows and roof of their barracks.
Another apocryphal tale has him doing the same with another
command that he served with in later years. Many have said
that they never saw McCain without a duty belt on and that he
carried his Ranger ropes with him almost religiously. One
young Marine commented that he looked like Poncho Villa
with his ropes wrapped across his chest.
ARMY JUMP SCHOOL
THE RANGER BECOMES AIRBORNE
In March of 1957, less than a month before the Recon
Company was disbanded to become Charlie Company, 1st
Recon Battalion, the Gunny, then in Headquarters Company,
1st Marine Division, attended the Army Jump School at Fort
Benning, Georgia. Remarkably enough, John R. Massaro,
then the Recon Company Gunnery Sergeant, and later the
Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps attended the same session of the Airborne School with McCain.
It is said that when the Airborne training unit went on
their routine conditioning runs Gunny would often spontaneously sound off with a loud Marine cadence. His outbursts
evoked more than one rebuke from the Army Captain in
charge. Finally, McCain was called out and ordered to drop
and give him ten push-ups. After complying with the Captain‟s order McCain snapped to attention and loudly asked the
officer if he wanted to see him do more push-ups. He is also
credited with another falling out with his Army Trainers
over the way that he responded to roll-call. The accepted response to the call was “present”. McCain, proud of his naval
heritage, would respond (always loudly) with “on deck”.
In September of 1959 the Ranger‟s mother died and he
returned to Plainview, Texas on one of the rare occasions
since he had enlisted fifteen years before. His life was centered entirely upon the Marine Corps and his warrior calling.
He was not returning home to Texas; the Marine Corps had
become his home years before.
Early 1960 found him back in the 7th Marine Regiment at
Camp Pendleton, California as a Platoon Sergeant. In August
of that year he was transferred to the 3d Marine Division on
Okinawa. There he served as the Camp Hansen Firing Range
NCO until October when he transferred to the 9th Marine
Regiment. For the next two years McCain served as Platoon
Sergeant of the 1st Platoon of “F” Company, 2d Battalion, 9th
Marines from 2 October, 1960 until 29 March 1961. At that
time the Battalion History lists his rank as Gunnery Sergeant.
He then served on the Battalion level at Camp Zukerman
(Camp Hanson), Okinawa.
During the months of April and May of 1963 a Sub-unit of
Marine Air Group 16 was assigned to 3rd Marine Division
Schools at Camp Hanson, Okinawa. The unit, Sub-unit 5,
was said to be hand-picked for a Top Secret mission in Vietnam. Several Marines in the platoon-sized unit of less than
60 men were from reconnaissance units in the 3d Marine Division. Some had specialized Military Police backgrounds
others had even more exotic qualifications.
The training of Sub-unit 5 was conducted almost exclusively by Gunnery Sergeant James E. “Ranger” McCain who
(Continued on page 6)
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The Marine on the left is Roy O.
Gallihugh. David L Hearnes in the
center and Hubert E. Campbell on the
right. All new Privates in “Item” Company of the Second Infantry Training
Regiment in March of 1955. Gallihugh
is a professional Marine and eventually
became the First Sergeant of 1st Force
Recon Company. Don’t know what
happened to Hearnes. Campbell volunteered for Recon Company, Headquarters Battalion shortly after completing
2nd ITR.

They say “You can‟t go back”…….Item Company was once located on the site of the buildings in this photo..

This high resolution scan can be zoomed to find “Buzz” Penland in the third row from the top, ninth man from the right.
Hearns is in the 2nd row from the top the 4th man from the right. Campbell is in second row from top, 9th man from the
right.
Several attempts to find Roy O. Gallighugh were unsuccessful…….he‟s there somewhere…….probably exhausted and
half asleep like the rest of us.
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Had become the the Counter Guerrilla Warfare Instructor with
Division Schools. Only a few knew the true nature of the mission that Sub-Unit 5 was training for. One man said that they
were „hidden” in Marine Air Group 16. McCain trained the
men to deal with the Central Intelligence Agency and in counter guerilla operations. Part of their time was spent in raw wilderness survival training at the Division‟s Northern Training
Area near Camp Schwab, Okinawa.
History now reveals that McCain‟s assignment was to
train Sub-5 to protect the air base at DaNang against guerilla
operations as it was being developed for the first Marine overt
combat action in Vietnam, the [then] Top Secret Operation
Shufly. One member of the group stated that they also did other work for the Corps “in the bush”.
The Gunny‟s official service record shows only one period
of service in Vietnam. For three weeks in March of 1962 he
was part of a Counter Guerilla Warfare team there. He later
confided in those closest to him that he had been to Vietnam
more than once…….witness again the nature of his job and
the secrecy that surrounded the operations that his trainees
would participate in.
We are told that he wanted to accompany Sub-5 to Vietnam but was denied permission. He was ordered to remain at
Division Schools to train their replacements. It is said that he
petitioned his commanding general to no avail.
Sub-Unit 5 went to Vietnam and was re-designated Marine
Air Base Squadron 16 sub 2 as part of Operation Shufly, Marine Task Element 79.3.3.6.
Late in 1963 The Ranger left the 3d Division and returned
to the States where he reported for duty with the 2nd Force
Recon Company at Camp Lejeune.
McCain was determined to go back to Vietnam. He began
to call upon all those who owed him favor. He apparently
wrangled an assignment to train Vietnam bound Marines serving as drill instructors who would become platoon sergeants in
Vietnam. He accepted the assignment with the understanding
that it would be Temporary Additional Duty and that he would,
after three months, be sent to Vietnam. Accordingly, he reported to Parris Island on 14 September 1965. He left Parris
Island on 18 December 1965, and visited his family in Amarillo, Texas over the Holidays.
The Ranger arrived in Vietnam on January 10, 1966 and
was assigned to duty as the Platoon Sergeant for “K” Company
3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment of the 3rd Marine Division.
(Continued on Page 8)

BODFISH FOREVER
WE LOVE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WE ARE UNIQUE IN OUR INFORMALITY
WE RESPECT EACH OTHER
WE TAKE PRIDE IN TRADITION
WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
WE HONOR AND REMEMBER OUR VETERANS
WE ARE SO PROUD TO BE MARINES
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The Gunny earned a Bronze Star with Combat “V” for
actions against the Viet Cong on 28 February, 1966 and then
This unofficial motto of the US Marine Corps is an abbreviation for the Mandarin Gongye Hezhoushe, or industrial cooperative. The term was used in China, starting in 1938, to
refer to small, industrial operations that were being established
in rural China to replace the industrial centers that had been
captured by the Japanese. The phrase was clipped to the initial
characters of the two words, gung ho (or gung he, as it would
be transliterated today), which means "work together." This
clipping became a slogan for the industrial cooperative movement.
Enter Lt. Col. Evans Carlson, US Marine Corps. Carlson
was a military attache‟ in the US embassy to China in the late30s. In China, Carlson reported on both the operations of the
Chinese army in the field as well as the country's industrial
capacity and was favorably impressed by the industrial cooperatives. When he returned to the States and the US entered
WWII, Carlson was appointed commander of the 2nd Marine
Raider Battalion. Recalling his time in China, Carlson chose
gung ho as the motto for his elite battalion and by late 1942
was widely adopted throughout the Marine Corps as an expression of spirit and "can do" attitude.
So the term "Gung Ho" now becomes a slang term meaning "Can Do."

THREE IS NOT A CROWD. The three 50‟s era Recon
Company geezers who dragged ass to the San Antonio
Roundup. Hey! Andy, that‟s a classy shirt you‟re sporting
dude !

“. . . during a search and destroy operation east of

the Phu Bai Airfield in Thua Thien Province,
McCAIN’s company was subjected to intense automatic weapons and mortar fire from a large Viet
Cong force positioned in a tree line about four hundred meters to the front. Without hesitation,
MCCAIN repeatedly exposed himself to the withering fire in order to locate enemy positions and direct
the fire of his men. His daring effort contributed
directly to the destruction of an enemy machine gun
position and several Viet Cong.”
on 5 June 1966 near Hue the Gunny tripped a hand grenade
that had been “booby-trapped” and was wounded gravely
enough to require air evacuation. He spent several days in the
field hospital at DaNang and was then flown to Yokohama,
Japan for treatment of his injuries. It was then determined
that he would be flown Stateside to the Balboa Naval Hospital
at San Diego for surgery necessary to save his life.
McCain was medically retired from the Marine Corps in
1968 . He returned to Amarillo, Texas.
Gunnery Sergeant James Edd “Ranger “ McCain died of a
heart attack on 4 August 1981 in Texas.
He was alone when he died.
McCain‟s chosen role in life beginning at the tender age of
fifteen was to be a warrior. Nothing in his life after entering
the Marine Corps indicates that he ever dedicated himself fully
to anything else. His every action as a Marine indicated total
commitment to that end. In today‟s Marine Corps we honor
commitment as a prime virtue. Our Gunny “Ranger” McCain
personifies that ideal. He was faithful to it until he met his
mortal end.
May our gracious God grant rest to our Recon Company
Gunnery Sergeant James Edd “Ranger” McCain.

Afterthought: (Remove tongues from cheeks)
A personal message for those who served with McCain in
1st Recon and/or have had the honor of toasting the memory
of Louis Mayers.
I can imagine Lou Mayers doing push-ups in the Golden
Guard House at the direction of the “Ranger”………..and I
know that McCain has a lower bunk…...even without lowering
himself to bending an elbow in a Panther P toast to
Lou……………..but as a privilege of his rank and service.
Semper Fidelis.
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Following the war with the Barbary Pirates in 1805, when Lieutenant P.N. O'Bannon and his small force of Marines participated in
the capture of Derne and hoisted the American flag for the first time
over a fortress of the Old World, the Colors of the Corps was inscribed with the words: "To the Shores of Tripoli." After the Marines
had participated in the capture and occupation of Mexico City and the
Castle of Chapultepec, otherwise known as the "Halls of Montezuma,"
the words on the Colors were changed to read: "From the Shores of
Tripoli to the Halls of Montezuma."
Following the close of the Mexican War came the first verse of the
Marines' Hymn, written, according to tradition, by a Marine on duty in
Mexico. For the sake of euphony, the unknown author transposed the
phrases in the motto on the Colors so that the first two lines of the
Hymn would read: "From the Halls of Montezuma, To the Shores of
Tripoli."
A serious attempt to trace the tune of the Marines' Hymn to its
source is revealed in correspondence between Colonel A.S.
McLemore, USMC, and Walter F. Smith, second leader of the Marine
Band. Colonel McLemore wrote: "Major Richard Wallach, USMC,
says that in 1878, when he was in Paris, France, the aria to which the
Marines' Hymn is now sung was a very popular one." The name of the
opera and a part of the chorus was secured from Major Wallach and
forwarded to Mr. Smith, who replied: "Major Wallach is to be congratulated upon a wonderfully accurate musical memory, for the aria
of the Marine Hymn is certainly to be found in the opera, 'Genevieve
de Brabant'...The melody is not in the exact form of the Marine Hymn,
but is undoubtedly the aria from which it was taken. I am informed,
however, by one of the members of the band, who has a Spanish wife,
that the aria was one familiar to her childhood and it may, therefore,
be a Spanish folk song."
In a letter to Major Harold F. Wingman, USMC, dated 18 July
[1919], John Philip Sousa wrote: "The melody of the 'Halls of Montezuma' is taken from Offenbach's comic opera, 'Genevieve de Brabant'
and is sung by two gendarmes." Most people believe that the aria of
the Marines' Hymn was, in fact, taken from "Genevieve de Brabant,"
an opera-bouffe (a farcical form of opera, generally termed musical
comedy) composed by Jacques Offenbach (1819-1880), and presented
at the Theatre de Bouffes Parisiens, Paris, on November 19, 1859.
Offenbach was born in Cologne, Germany, June 20, 1819 and died
October 5, 1880. He studied music from an early age and in 1838
entered the Paris Conservatoire as a student. In 1834 he was admitted
as a violoncellist to the Opera Comique and soon attained much popularity with Parisien audiences. He became conductor of the Theatre
Francais in 1847 and subsequently leased the Theatre Comte, which
he reopened as the Bouffes-Parisiens. Most of his operas are classed
as comic (light and fanciful) and include numerous popular productions, many of which still hold a high place in European and American
countries. Genevieve de Brabant was the wife of Count Siegfried of
Brabant. Brabant, a district in the central lowlands of Holland and
Belgium,formerly constituted an independent duchy. The southern
portions were inhabited by Walloons, a class of people now occupying
the southeastern part of Belgium, especially the provinces of Liege,
Arlon and Namur.
Every campaign the Marines have taken part in gives birth to an
unofficial verse. For example, the following from Iceland:

SEC 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and
after the passage of this act, the marine corps shall consist of the
following officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates,
viz. one colonel-commandant, one lieutenant-colonel, four majors,
thirteen captains, twenty first lieutenants, twenty second lieutenants,
one adjutant and inspector, one paymaster, one quartermaster, one
assistant-quartermaster, one sergeant-major, one quartermastersergeant,
one drum-major, one fife-major, eighty sergeants, eighty
corporals, thirty drummers, thirty fifes and one thousand privates.
SEC 2. And be further enacted, That the said corps shall, at all times,
be subject to, and under the laws and regulations which are, or may
hereafter be, established for the better government of the navy,
except when detached for service with the army by order of the
President of the United States.
SEC 3. And be it further enacted, That the officers, non-commissioned
officers, musicians and privates, shall take the oath prescribed by law,
and that all enlistments shall be for the term of four years, during
which period marines, so enlisted, shall be, and are hereby, exempt
from all personal arrest for debt or contract.
SEC 4. And be it further enacted, That the officers of the marine corps
shall be, in relation to rank, on the same footing as officers of similar
grades in the army: Provided, that no officer of the Marine Corps shall
exercise command over any navy yard or vessel of the United States.
SEC 5. And be it further enacted, That the officers of the Marine Corps
shall be entitled to, and receive the same pay, emoluments, and
allowances, as are now, or may hereafter be, allowed to officers of
similar grades in the infantry of the army, except the adjutant and
inspector, who shall be entitled to the same pay, emoluments and
allowances, as are received by the paymaster of said corps; and the
non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, shall be entitled to
the same pay, rations, clothing and allowances, as they now receive.
SEC 6. And be it further enacted, That the staff of said corps shall be
taken from the captains or subalterns of the corps.
SEC 7. And be it further enacted, That the commission of the officers
now in the marine corps shall not be vacated by this act, and that the
President of the United States may during the recess of the Senate,
first by promotions according to rank and then by selections, appoint
the officers hereby authorized, which appointments shall be submitted
to the Senate, at their next session, for their advice and consent.
SEC 8. And be it further enacted, That the President be and he is
hereby, authorized to prescribe such military regulations for the
discipline of the marine corps, as he may, in his judgment, deem
expedient.
SEC 9. And be it further enacted, That so much of the fourth section of
an act, passed the 6th day of July, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and twelve, entitled ?An act making further provision for the
army of the United States, and for other purposes,? or of any other act
as authorizes the President to confer brevet rank on such officers of
the army or the marine corps, as shall served ten years in any one
grade, shall be, and the same hereby is, repealed: and so much of the
second section of an act passed the sixteenth of April, one thousand
eight hundred and eighteen, entitled ?An act regulating the pay and
emoluments of brevet officers,? as may be applicable to the clause
herein above repealed, shall be, and the same hereby is, also
repealed: Provided, Nothing herein shall affect any right already
acquired by ten years? expired service to brevet rank.
SEC 10. And be it further enacted, That all acts or parts of acts
inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and the same are
hereby, repealed.

(Continued on Page 10)
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Shortly after the Chosin Reservoir Campaign, as the 1

st

Marine Division regrouped in the Masan area of South Korea
approximately thirty-five miles west of Pusan, the Marines
received their fourth ration of fresh food since their landing at
Inchon over 3 months earlier. The Assistant Division Commander, Brigadier General Edward A. Craig asked his Aide-de
-camp to find out what Kimchi, the national dish of Korea
consisted of. This is the official report the General Received.

Headquarters
1st Marine Division, FMF
c/o FPO San Francisco, California
MEMORANDUM:
7 Jan 1951
From: Aide-de-camp
To: Assistant Division Commander 1st Marine Division
Subject: KIMCHI, ingredients of
Ref: (a) Your verbal request of 6 Jan 1951
1.
Pursuant to instruction given in reference (a), the following has
been ascertained
(a) The National dish (ugh !) of Korea is known as KIMCHI.
This delectable food
is composed of many diversified materials,
objects and occasional pieces.
(b) A careful and thorough analysis of these components
indicates that KIMCHI primarily includes the following:
ORDINARY KIMCHI
4 Chinese cabbages, 1 white radish (sliced into 2” shoestring piec
es), 1 red pepper (ground), 1 quart trepan (pickled in NaCl), 4 bulbs
garlic (grated), 1 quart salt, 1/2 pint sesame.

LOU MAYERS on CW…….probably to Division trying to
rouse Operations for Captain McMichaels. It’s hard to
believe, given the technology of today that we found such
antiquated equipment and procedures to be effective. We
were able to communicate only because of the men who
kept the aging gear working or tapped the keys.

ing:

SPECIAL KIMCHI
In addition to the ingredients of Ordinary Kimchi add the follow100 bulbs garlic (grated) and 4 pears (sliced)

Assemble all ingredients in a porcelain, china, or wooden barrel and
allow to season for approximately one week.
2.

3.

Attention is invited to the fact that almost invariably extraneous
ingredients, such as spiders (with or without webs) crickets and
other insects will fall into the kimchi barrel during the seasoning
process. These foreign bodies so introduced are immediately and
completely dissolved, adding immeasurably to the high protein
content of kimchi.
Further investigation reveals that kimchi in unadulterated form
will protect the consumer from trench foot, frostbite, underarm
odor, gout and normal digestion. It is therefore concluded that
kimchi vanned in 1/2 pint tins will provide and excellent assault
ration.

DISTRIBUTION: ADC, MC Equip Bd, Food Director, American Medical Assn,
Graves Registration Section.
Sig: KIM IL CHI
Alias J. A. Buck

The Marines I have seen around
the world have the cleanest
bodies, the filthiest minds, the
highest morale, and the lowest
morals of any group of animals I
have ever seen. Thank God for
the United States Marine Corps!
Eleanor Roosevelt, First Lady of the United States, 1945

The idea for this piece was shamelessly plagiarized from an ancient newsletter of the
Day Museum at MCRD San Diego and sloppily reformatted to look official.
HU

Anybody….PLEASE…..is this Ralph Hawks with the “prick 6”
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(Continued from page 8)

"Again in nineteen forty-one
We sailed a north'ard course
And found beneath the midnight sun,
The Viking and the Norse.
The Iceland girls were slim and fair,
And fair the Iceland scenes,
And the Army found in landing there,
The United States Marines."
Copyright ownership of the Marines' Hymn was vested in the
United States Marine Corps per certificate of registration dated August19, 1991 but is now in the public domain. In 1929, the Commandant of the Marine Corps authorized the following verses of theMarines' Hymn as the official version:
"From the Halls of Montezuma
To the Shores of Tripoli;
We fight our country's battles
On the land as on the sea;
First to fight for right and freedom
And to keep our honor clean;
We are proud to claim the title
of United States Marine.

Forensic evidence?

"Our flag's unfurled to every breeze
From dawn to setting sun;
We have fought in ev'ry clime and place
Where we could take a gun;
In the snow of far-off Northern lands
And in sunny tropic scenes;
You will find us always on the job-The United States Marines.
"Here's health to you and to our Corps
Which we are proud to serve
In many a strife we've fought for life
And never lost our nerve;
If the Army and the Navy
Ever look on Heaven's scenes;
They will find the streets are guarded
By United States Marines."
On November 21, 1942, the Commandant of the Marine Corps
approved a change in the words of the fourth line, first verse, to read,
"In air, on land, and sea." Former-Gunnery Sergeant H.L. Tallman,
veteran observer in Marine Corps Aviation who participated in many
combat missions with Marine Corps Aviation over the Western Front
in World War I, first proposed the change at a meeting of the First
Marine Aviation
Force Veterans Association in Cincinnati, Ohio. Many interesting
stories have been associated with the Marines' Hymn. One of the best
was published in the Stars and Stripes, the official newspaper of the
AEF, under date of August 16, 1918.
"A wounded officer from among the gallant French lancers had
just been carried into a Yankee field hospital to have his dressing
changed. He was full of compliments and curiosity about the dashing
contingent that fought at his regiment's left. "'A lot of them are mounted troops by this time,' he explained, 'for when our men would be shot
from their horses, these youngsters would give one running jump and
gallop ahead as cavalry. I believe they are soldiers from Montezuma.
At least, when they advanced this morning, they were all singing
"From the Halls of Montezuma to the Shores of Tripoli".'"
The Marines' Hymn has been sung and played in all of the four
corners of the earth and today is recognized as one of the foremost
service songs.
United States Marine Band
Marine Corps Logistics Base
Albany,GA

LAST MONTH we asked who the thirsty pup with
Andy was……...he „fessed up……..it‟s Bruce Axberg…...witness the tattoos……….a dead giveaway.
Just noticed that Andy‟s head is swollen for some
reason…...maybe the heat…….. see the tiny cover?

It is hard to believe that we have run out of sea stories and
anecdotal tales in less than a year…....some of us were in the
Company for almost three years……….We still solicit anything you remember about Ms. Dickey Chapelle. We intend to
feature her and her love for the Corps in the near future. We
have several stories which are purported to be about Gunny
McCain that we intend to disperse…...but still solicit more.
Help us. Those of you who were at Horno after the Battalion
was formed are family…...we want your stories too. Nothing is
too trivial or ridiculous………HELP!!!

Semper Fidelis.

HU

DISCLAIMER
Fine Print Follows
Any distinctions made regarding truthfulness or the lack thereof in this publication are made at the risk of the distinctor and are not
the responsibility of the distinctee who caused the distinction to be brought into question. Likewise, all photographs are to be
considered as images only. No reality is either claimed directly or implied indirectly, obtusely or on purpose. No model releases
have been asked for or obtained from anyone victimized digitally. This publication claims no endorsement from any government
agency, Pizza Hut, Mariott Hotels, Buca di Beppo, Jack Daniels Distillery, Café del Sol, the distillers of American Military Brandy,
Toys-R-Us, Victoria‟s Secret, Nabisco or the Pepsi-Cola Company, or Bubba O’Malley’s Wild Irish Pub .
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