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25 JUNE 1950 - A 61 YEAR RETROSPECT
War In Korea

B abbrevieted synopsis of the mevements of Recon Company, Headquarters Baftallon, 1st Marfne Division in [orea

On2s5 June 1950 just prior to a wet, rainy dawn, selen
People's Army (NKPA) crossed the 38th Par allhlee Imoivnet owaSo uatch
an intense artillery and mortar barrage tHat Mmotve svagpi ims
l'y denounced by the Security Counci l of the United WNaltior
defense of South Korea, first sending what hadebeah-yjAc my
ready troops in the United States, the U.S Marine Corfps.

On 2 July 1950, the Chief of Naval Operations dire@|ted
for i mmedi ate embar kation for Korea. Ot 7i dupuedg d@ts Of rjjg met
Mari ne Dbwad saotni vated and placed under the command o Br
were the 5th Marine Regi ment, Marine Aircraft Group 3, W
6,534, and within ten days after receiving the waAmoingogg or
those comprising the 1st Provisional Mar i ne t BrMiaga ceef| Wa &
then understrength t wo platoon Reconnai ssance Comparl.
Reconnai ssance Company, 1st Provisional Mari ne Brigjpde.
Company was flown to Japan by order of the Chief of lava
the Far East Naval Command . No otbefiOrid&lonmdi Bsaaitd e fwn
War for the entire period of the conflict nor does anly re

On 14 July 1950, all the remaining units of the brifgade

rine Corps aircraft squadrons had begun combat oper atfj ons

The Detachment Reconnai ssfanaen€bgpany, bltstidgRsovYiunhineng! ir
Marine Brigade, debarked f rfotnertdhiectUStSh eH osruapcpel yA .o fB aesnse n{yA Ff Do
-124) at Pusan Korea on 2 Aueyfufsor t1s9 500f atnhde iSwpneecdiiaalt ed pye|rbaet-i

came the point element of |tNmeyl®hi tProivtistiiommlf oMa rtihnoes eB m
gaddhiéeFire ®Br{ghedeforce that WhéreroahéuFsmryedPtbeisional \Y
Pusan Peri meter). Under |thfet ero mmiae db rod a kCoawptt afi mo netnmee t A
Houghton the Company | ed tlheetBurimgead et d htritopeighiowit s iions wshhiocrt
exi stence I't was among thlel andshg Matr i neshdm. come under

from:the enemy. The two separated el ements o
The Detachment Reconnai ssjange we@arep arneyu nrdebnedtesr ieatdn dd/o ds unii innr g

gui shed service until t he |FlimesitonMarine Division requlired

services for the advance on
While half of the Compan
gade The other half was bus

nvas
iBorni ¥
Co@mma

for a Special Operations G|r ;‘f@%srg
mand with Navy UDT Teams 1 PO NS
200 miles behind enemy | ine Kor
Peninsul a. The Speci al Op € I r o:
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After |l anding at Inchon thjle Company medlately
employed as the po l
rd
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On 19 September, 1950 the per
manent |l oss when Pfc Robert B wer s was | ne
smal | arms fire. Bower s f g MMMMIiStr
Swi mmers returning from a n SSsit

of the Han River.
After the recapture of Sepjul t hean@@mpa Byycaywaisn eedapel o yeeld vsas
the Al mperi al Guardo for th
the First Marine Division h{

The company sailed from I|In ?
participated-Yiordo fmaG@p drhat iDa rv i
sailed to an fro while Navy hat

bor at Wonsan.
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After Il anding at Wonsan th
assumed the point for the Di o e
Chosin Reservoir. During t con
was engaged in several enco i cif
ed in the defienperbfmetéae &o
itself as the rear guard fo it
of entrapment south of the bo
the first and the | ast uni't H apr
and return from the Chosin
After a short reprise at Feow weuld yeou keep 0t n e
Company performed continuod all teogether witlheue ing
the APohang Guerilla Hunto eone oF thes® @ ons
ARi pper o and #Akeinltlrearld riengitohn
The Company was moved to fla48 hours special |iberty o t|
Di vision near the end of th (See NOTE bel ow) S U meé
di reecctti on reconnai ssance mi e
near the |l ocation of the tr =@ AN WO g
(%0 M\DES) (¢ AVI(GI@)NIE WL
fhe Company was eventuall ORADES QNI A BYGANE DAY |
sio_nal Regi ment and pa_rtici .IJ.‘\W‘A(UJ) Det
tarized Zone and the Kimpo 3 i p ot
Khangwalsland. RECONCTTIRANY K, BN, 1ST AR DIV
The Company returned to C
1955, was reorganized and r|¢ ttal
ion at Area 15 of the base "f.;UTEN eIl A N DAY IEORIRS wa
designated ACO Company in t nnali
sance Battalion The Compa mp
Hor no, Camp Pendleton i n Ma
‘lag_ You Want
éé. b
'y s
*NOTE: The winner may not choose dates for whic he is
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Story by
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5Is KeGh30fHeedculeds ngarmgo pl ane
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Aircraft Group 16, 3rd

l'lirea qC,omipualny 203. t he 1st

ri eAd thhy ulgenl ircecotnenrai fsrsam cteh
atriecaesd ad iorn gi ntsheer tGaomps Pteinnile
l'y nonexistent in combat.
shcepradp,8 ihth gitsor i cal report s,

fohedfonstheaBi ot JDhei 349gn19
small team of recon Mar.i
determined to quietly
within enemy territory.
only one small injury and
The jump was hailed as
combat jump was accepted
rines in hostile areas.
The second, on Sept. 5,
airdrop idea for the Mari
jumped into the ni ghotots keyl
drop. Because of

Marines unknowingly jumped
The team was bl own off

|l anded separately in dense
get. They suffered

be medically evacuated,
capture by the enemy.

(Continued on
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(Continued from previous| paXxs)
"1t went gradtd, Artthemg2bn,| Te

The failure of this mission chagijtngedd .t he tprsocreesa3||fyorr at rVe0| fYoer
until Nov. 17, 1969, when thoeftleanstsoj UWTBP  rOeCaCl Ul ryr € do vaen dj tt h\,\phel
Vietnam jumps marked the end qrhetaﬁdylary@goﬁobgghppmg ,
jump hustokynow. rank of aff rgeant, mal ha
Theoretically, the jump waghBOoyBLU ﬂ efi ft) At EFOomMhehgot
merous training jumps the seasqnggevghggawgrga g,ppm@lghg|
in their careers. What madg ctohmpsath,a'r thiet Usladird .j ump so speci :
the I ocation and circumstarce$hec|ﬂgmed,Magtﬁhadggtn 'Fl;ggj ‘
Smal enberg, primary jumpmastheay,e lySatr iRe€dC ofNr 0B .usi ng nd
When the Marine Corps firjsplhmpal @meRt A M. tBﬁhaPéhBéE Bl so

insertion program, the pur pgopsje Ways nfehne ,colna|nndge Stthignte a nps erratcl
troops to prevent enemy c o\ nrﬁee[rh oo Voel‘mecnht0| ce for t he MBar i n
The reasoning behind the [Jul"gy2e3 ymlts,smeonwewarso|a|l Oonudt Sol fMit-|

lar lines, according to Majl.knDowsg l"asheB.saDagv.i s',| HeereClu | €St edrl
commander, Marine Aerial Ragfcued eorutTroafnstphoer tcaanpuadTrho,nS 24 354 .t
Marine Aircraft Group 16, 3Jrgd dl\/éasrlmet Al rjcyrsatf tanWS'tnhger Daplvyl St
was in charge of the Hercul e & 1 |the
of six pathfinders to their ump

"We were called in for thi d
inserts were attracting a | a |
fire,Yetaha, S0McAl Il en, Texas
wanted to go in by parachut|d on. '

Al t hough the historical i [m i
portant, the Marines had an et e,
said Smalenberg. 2

"We did an infiltration i}, duc
initial i nternallé Eg iSckan cKen i @

-ye-atd Oscoda, Mich., native} S -
sion. "We were to all inser to
counter (improvised expl osi

|l ED attacks on convoys an(d t he
probl ems coalition forces ¢ rug
secure and stabilize Ilragq. t hi
being used to counter this : d.

Overall, the mission was [ e
involved, claimed 1st Lt. K¢ . ect
support center, Marine Air e IV
who relayed information for NS llhit
ground.

"1t was a pretty simple mj f ty
wel | , “y etahted 2Réal ei g h, N. C. , ng / s
well coordinated by the grd

"They went in, they were |b ad
ed. "They didn't have enemy gr ol
To me, that's success. " :

The jump was somet hing thle . RN,
pected, c¢claimed Smalenberg, . S rec:
tions in the choice of thei _ gh
ing. *J‘/JM'J') /

"The reason we chose t o djoNses de
|l ow opening) jump was the Id aft
would be from the drop zonfd 7 e p
chutes opening at 10 thousa3gHt f eef
not even close," he expl aine It e
ing at four thousand feet s f is
of a parachute opening at 14 (“)l{l’S‘ll‘\T

o e J\ 1
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T=HANDFACCOUNT!

A FKIR

OF THE

2004 RECON HAHO Jump |

Below is a first-hand account of the first -ever com-
bat HAHO jump by U.S. Marines, and the first static
line round combat jump by Marines in about 36
years. It was accomplished by Marines of 1st Recon
Battalion, out of Camp Pendleton, about two weeks
ago. The HAHO (High Altitude High Opening) jump
was done using the MC-5 Static Line Ram Air para-
chute system used only by Marines (other Services
have tried it, but none use it operationally in the
static line configuration). This Is the static line tech-
nique using a freefall-type parachute taught by the
Airborne Mobile Training Team, which I've been a
part of since /ast year. The HAHO jumpers went in to
set up and secure a drop zone which was then used
by follow-on elements of 1st Recon to insert for
patrols into Baghdad. I've inserted some comments
for clarity for those who may need it. Read careful-
ly, and you'll see why jumpers get that extra pay.
All in a day's work! Check this out... Semper Fi, Tim-
So the ramp comes down and | am the number one
man, | can see all the lights of Baghdad below [the
Jump was from about 10,000 feet above ground
level]. The aircraft is too far to the south and
Smallenberg is yelling at the crew chief to move the
plane 15 degrees to the right. It is too late and we
need to get out now, he figured we can make it
anyway and gives the go. | step out into a seated
exit and my parachute opens on heading but the
compass board flips forward on top of my combat
equipment. | was using a dive attack board [a navi-
gational board used by divers] because that's all we
have here at this time. It didn't work, too big. So |
turn to the east using my rear riser and then un-
stow. | check in on the radio and go for the GPS. |
have a constant right turn because the brake line
didn’t come free of the finger trap [the brake line is
also called the steering line - only unstowing one
brake can cause the canopy to go into a turn that
the jumper must counter with the other brake linej.
/ break the retaining bands [rubber bands] that are
holding the GPS and also break the dummy cord.
LOL, So now | have a GPS in my hand and it's not
dummy corded and | need to get my NVG's [night
vision goggles] on. | am at about 8500 feet. | put
the GPS in my left hand and am controlling the par-
achute with that hand also because of the slow
right turn. | get the NVG's on and have to adjust
them to get them in the right place. What a cluster
1$%k. LOL, OK, I have them in place and can't see
anyone because of all the lights from the city below.
/ look down and see Abu Garaib prison below me,
YIKES | am alreadly too far east, | get on the radio
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(Continued from previou pag:¢

and tell all the jumpers to turn and hold into the wind.
/ check in and let them know that | am north of
[checkpoint] Mobile and holding into the wind, | could-
n't hear them answer me but later found out that they
could hear me. | get the GPS working and the DZ [drop
zonej is just under 3 clicks [kilometers] away. | now
have to pull out the PEQ-4 IR pointer [an infrared
pointing device] that | have in a leg holster, | get it out
and start looking for the DZ. | spot the farm fields and
lase them so the rest of the stick can tell where the
DIP [Desired Insertion Point] is. | start heading that
direction. There is a large canal right under me and /
don't know if | am going to make the DZ. | still have
plenty of altitude though. | look around and see one
parachute behind me, it's the XO, he is the team lead-
er. | look down below and there are two canopies be-
low me. So | start hitting the DZ with the IR pointer
again so they know which field to land in. Smallenburg
/s the first to land followed by Bell who lands about 8
feet from him. The rest of us come in on them and our
whole team /s no more than in a 30 meter circle. We all
have to do PLF's [parachute landing falls-ouch] be-
cause the wind was slightly at our backs. After the
tumble we all get our weapons up and stay still. The
dogs in the area start barking and a few haji's are com-
ing out of their houses to take a look. Once they go
back in we start our actions on the DZ and set it up for
the static line sticks that will be there in 45 minutes.
The two helos drop the static line sticks off the DZ and
a few parachutes land in a canal but it's not deep. A
few minutes after the parachutes are on the ground,
we hear small arms fire and then an explosion, there is
an ambush going on Mobile about 1 km from us. Trac-
ers are flying over the static line guys heads. It only
lasts for about 15 seconds, then quiets down. We try
to get air but they had to check off -station. It takes
about 15 minutes before we get 2 Harriers and they
scan the area for us but find no enemy. The teams
consolidate on the DZ and head out on patrol. We wait
30 minutes then call for our extract. 2 civilian vehi-
cles come to pick us up, our guys dressed as
haji's, we load the chutes into a small flatbed and
get into a suburban and head back to the MEK [home
base]. That's it, we've completed the mission and are
the first Marines to conduct a combat HAHO, and the
static line guys are the first in like 36 years to do a
combat jump. That's It, talk to you soon, Dan
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“Congressmen who willfully
take actions during wartime
that damage morale and
undermine the military are
saboteurs and should be
arrested, exiled, or hanged.”

Abraham Lincoln - 1863
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