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Issue # 20

History never looks like history when you are living through it. ~ John W. Gardner

In 1954 every raw Marine recruit was constantly bombarded with the history and traditions of the United States
Marine Corps. Close your eyes and listen to the voice of
your Junior DI.
Marine Origins
The use of fighting men as part of the regular complement
of ships of war was common to the Phoenecians and to all the
maritime states of Greece at least five centuries before the
Christian Era. The Marines of that day had definite tactical
missions: first to fight in naval engagements, defending the
bulwarks of their own ships and conducting boarding parties
against the ships of the enemy; second, to capture and hold the
land approaches of the harbor when it was necessary for the
fleet to put into port in some strange country; and third, to enable the fleet to strike a blow on land by means of a raiding party or a small, compact offensive force.
The British Marines
The custom of using fighting soldiers aboard ships, coming
down from the Greeks and Romans, was continued in the British Fleet. But Not until the year 1664, during the reign of
Charles II, was there any military organization placed under the
authority of the British Admiralty. This was accomplished by
an Order in Council (October 28, 1664), which directed the
organization of the “Admiral’s Maritime Regiment, ”in deference to the Duke of York and Albany, whose title was Lord
High Admiral of England. The regiment was designated later
as “Regiment of Marines”, and in case of war was first to embark with the Fleet for service afloat.
The Colonial Marines.
The American Colonial Marines came into existence early
in the year 1740. when three regiments of Marines were raised
in the American Colonies, concurrently with the reestablishment of the British Marines, for service in naval operation in the West Indies with the fleet under the command of
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Admiral Edwared Vernon of the Royal Navy. Native Americans were supposedly better fitted for service in this climate
than Europeans, and their uniforms of “camlet coats, brown
linen waistcoats, and canvas trousers” were considered well
adaped for their duties. On April 2, 1740, the King commissioned Alexander Spotswood, a former governor of the Colony
of Virginia, a colonel, to be commandant of the entire organization of American Marines.
After the death of Colonel Spotswood (June 7, 1740), the
force of Marines was formed into a single regiment of four
battalions under the command o Colonel William Gooch of
Virginia, general referred to as Gooch’s Marines. It ranked in
(Continued on next page)

Those of us who are privileged to remember when
a true majority of the American population celebrated
the fourth of July as the anniversary of America’s independence will offer humble thanks on that day for what
remains of our freedoms.
The remainder of the population will only recognize the day with picnics and fireworks and a long
“holiday” week-end…………...sublimely ignorant of
the price that was paid for our national independence in
the 1700’s.
We remember the day in years past when its symbols were the national ensign and bunting of the Red,
White and Blue…….the Stars and Stripes…...our national flag. Today that symbol is often legally burned
and trodden underfoot…….and its display is restricted
by “law” in some places.
Let us reverently reflect upon the change that has
occurred during our lifetimes and that which is being
actively pursued as “progressive” as we few celebrate
the true meaning of the fourth day of July.
HU

(Continued from previous page)

the British Army list as the 43rd Regiment. One of the officers
of the American Marines was Lawrence Washington, the halfbrother of George. The re-establishment of the British Marines, the creation of the first American Marines and their joint
Caribbean service more than two centuries ago is commemorated by both services in their mutual use of the colors crimson
and gold.
Continental Marines.
An organization of Marines, as a regular branch of our
country’s service was formed by an act of the Continental Congress passed on November 10, 1775. The Continental Marines,
though few in number, performed notable service during the
American Revolution. With the Naval forces, during the
American Revolution, many important political discussions
took place in the inns and taverns of Philadelphia, including the
founding of the Marine Corps.
A committee of the Continental Congress met at Tun Tavern to draft a resolution calling for two battalions of Marines
able to fight for independence at sea and on shore.
The resolution was approved on November 10, 1775,
officially forming the Continental Marines.
As the first order of business, Samuel Nicholas became
Commandant of the newly formed Marines. Tun Tavern’s
owner and popular patriot, Robert Mullan, became his first
captain and recruiter. They began gathering support and were
ready for action by early 1776.
Each year, the Marine Corps marks November 10th with a
celebration of the brave spirit which compelled these men and
thousands since to defend our country as United States Marines. They made several expeditions to the Bahamas, served
with the lake fleets of the Continental Navy in the operations
on lake Champlain with John Paul Jones, with the navies of the
several States, and with Washington’s Army in the Battles of
Princeton and Assanpink Creek. Following the close of that
war, they, like the Navy, went out of existence. *
For nearly fifteen years after the ending of the war of the
American Revolution the United States did not have a Marine
Corps as an organized military entity.
Following the formal re-establishment of the Marine Corps
on July 11, 1798, Marines fought in conflicts with France,
landed in Santo Domingo and conducted operations against the
Barbary pirates along the "Shores of Tripoli."
Marines participated in numerous operations during the
War of 1812, including the defense of Washington at Bladensburg, Md. They also fought alongside Andrew Jackson in the
defeat of the British at New Orleans. Following the War of
1812, Marines protected American interests around the world

in areas like the Caribbean, the Falkland Islands, Sumatra and
off the coast of West Africa, and close to home in operations
against the Seminole Indians in Florida.
During the Mexican War, Marines seized enemy seaports
on both the Gulf and Pacific coasts. While landing parties of
Marines and Sailors were seizing enemy ports, a battalion of
Marines joined General Winfield Scott’s army at Pueblo and
marched and fought all the way to the "Halls of Montezuma,"
Mexico City.
Although most Marine Corps service during the Civil War
was with the Navy, a battalion fought at Bull Run, and other
units saw action with blockading squadrons at Cape Hatteras,
New Orleans, Charleston and Fort Fisher. During the last third
of the 19th century, Marines made numerous landings around
the world, especially in the orient and the Caribbean.
Following the Spanish-American War in 1898, Marines
fought during the Philippine Insurrection, the Boxer Rebellion
in China, in Nicaragua, Panama, The Dominican Republic,
Cuba, Mexico and Haiti.
In World War I, Marines distinguished themselves on the
battlefields of France, as the 4th Marine Brigade earned the
title of "Devil Dogs" for actions at Belleau Wood, Soissons, St.
Michiel, Blanc Mont and the final Muesse-Argonne offensive.
Marine aviation, which began in 1912, was used for the first
time in a close-air support role during WWI. More than
309,000 Marines served in France and more than a third were
killed or wounded in six months of intense fighting.
During the two decades before World War II, the Marine Corps

(*Guidebook for Marines Fourth Revised Edition First Printing June 10, 1954)
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began to more completely develop its doctrine and organization for amphibious warfare. The success of this effort was
proven at Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Tarawa, New Britain,
Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Saipan, Guam, Tinian, Peleliu, Iwo
Jima and Okinawa. By the war’s end in 1945, the Corps had
grown to include six divisions, five air wings and supporting
troops, about 485,000 Marines. Nearly 87,000 Marines were
killed or wounded during WWII and 82 earned the Medal of
Honor.
As the Marine Corps attempted to modify the Fleet Marine Force (FMF) for operations in the nuclear age, the Corps
began a decade long struggle to save the FMF and, in affect,
its own existence. The Marine Corps had peaked in strength
in 1945 at nearly half a million men in six divisions and five
aircraft wings. The postwar Corps shrank to fit federal budgets rather than adjust realistically to fit the contingency needs
of the Cold War era. Available manpower fell to 83,000 men
in 1948 and dropped to just over 74,000 by the spring of
1950. About 50,000 men were assigned to the operating forces, but the FMF had only about 30,000 men in the two skeletal divisions and aircraft wings. Fewer than 12,000 Marines
comprised FMFPac which included the 1st Division at Camp
Pendleton and the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (MAW) at El
Toro, California. On the East Coast, the 2d Division at Camp
Lejeune and the 2d MAW at Cherry Point, making up
FMFLant, numbered just under 16,000 Marines. At the outbreak of the Korean War, no Marine unit of any size was
based or deployed in the Far East.
The Corps’ supporting establishment was so small and its
tasks for maintaining Marine Corps bases so extensive that
many FMF troops spent more time housekeeping than training. The Marine Corps share of the federal budget was simply
not enough to buy adequate manpower, training, or new
equipment. The main threat to the nation was seen in inflation
and unbalanced budgets rather than in the Soviet armed forces. On the eve of the Korean War, the FMF seemed doomed
to fall to six battalion landing teams and twelve squadrons in
1950.
While Marine units were taking part in the post-war occupation of Japan and North China, studies at Quantico, Va.,
concentrated on attaining a "vertical envelopment" capability
for the Corps through the use of helicopters. Landing at Inchon, Korea, in September 1950, Marines proved that the
doctrine of amphibious assault was still viable and necessary.
After the recapture of Seoul, the Marines advanced to the
Chosin Reservoir only to see the Chinese Communists enter
the war. In March, 1955, after five years of hard fighting, the
last Marine ground forces were withdrawn. More than 25,000
Marines were killed or wounded during the Korean War.

From last month’s Reflections

How many times did you have to hunt for it in a crowded squad-bay?

IT’S THE BARREL BUSHING FROM THE BUSINESS
END OF YOUR 1911A1 45 CALIBER PISTOL.
(Pictured upside-down in attempt to confound & confuse)

The realities of the Korean War brought major changes in
the basing and deployment of Marine Corps forces. The Corps
strength ballooned to 192,000 men in June 1951, to 232,000 a
year later and nearly 250,000 by June 1953. More than half the
troops actually served in the operating forces, and the 1stMarine Division and 1st MAW, operationally employed in
Korea, were kept up to strength. In the meantime, the 2d Marine Division and 2d MAW reached full strength for their European contingencies. In June 1951 Headquarters activated the
3d Marine Brigade, built around the 3d Marines at Camp
Pendleton. In 1952 the brigade expanded to become the 3d
Marine Division, and the same year the 3d MAW formed and
occupied a new base in Miami. In another important reorganization, Headquarters in 1951 formed an organization known
as Force Troops in order to provide the heavy artillery and
other combat support and combat service support units necessary to sustain a Marine division in a land war.
The three-division/three-wing force structure decreed by
the June 1952 passage of the Douglas-Mansfield Act, gave
legislative support to the stated roles and missions of the
Corps. The defense assumptions and programs of the Eisenhower Administration, however, left the Marine Corps role,
and the corresponding basing and deployment strategy, less
(Continued on page 9)
H. Campbell Photo -1957
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Hu:
I can tell sea stories a bit at a me.
One of my favorites:
……....I was a drill and weapons instructor in 1964 at Parris
Island.
During one par cular class of about 65 Marines, Cpl
through MSgt, a young Corporal said he needed to speak to
me because he didn't think he could make it because he was
the only NCO in the class who didn't have a hashmark or rib‐
bon...... I told him neither one of these made a good DI and
he should do the best he could.
I followed him during his tour as a Drill Instructor and
found that he had been meritoriously promoted. Before his
tour was finished he was Staﬀ Sergeant.
The Cpl. got out of the Corps and eventually graduated
college and was commissioned 2ndLt. just as the Viet Nam
war was building up, he went to Nam as an infantry Platoon
Leader and received every medal except Medal Of Honor.... I
s ll keep in touch with this fine Marine and he always re‐
membered me telling him to do the best you can..
By the way………..this fine Marine is re red Major General
Wayne Rollings.
EDITOR’S NOTE:
At the risk of being accused of going overboard, I have
researched the career of this remarkable Marine. Gene’s
short squib set me on a course of discovery and wonder. The
more I looked, the more the wonder.
I experienced the same wonder when I discovered that
Captain Kenneth Houghton (Commanding Officer of Recon
Company in Korea) attained the rank of Major General……...and then wonder progressed to absolute awe when
I realized that Major General James Day was a Platoon Commander in Recon Company in Korea.
I am sure that others could provide a list of Marines who
obtained notoriety after serving in 1st Recon. Surely, any
such list would include our Gunnery Sergeant John R. Massaro who became the eighth Sergeant Major of the Marine
Corps.
I can imagine that all of these remarkable men could
name an NCO who inspired and influenced them as they
progressed toward their individual peaks.
HU

The Marine Corps Memorial at Arlington Virginia has a
quotation of Admiral Chester A. Nimitz emblazoned on its
side.
“UNCOMMON VALOR WAS A COMMON VIRTUE”.
Nimitz made his now famous statement when describing
United States Marines who fought to capture the Japanese held
island of Iwo Jima in January and February of 1945.
History affirms that since 1775 the Admiral’s statement
typifies the actions of Marines in every major military conflict
that the United States has engaged in.
Indeed, it might be said that the potential for valorous acts
is instilled into every Marine recruit and is reinforced thereafter by unrelenting training and discipline.
For Whatever reason; Marines characteristically demonstrate the qualities praised in able warriors and, without a
doubt, Recon Marines have helped the Corps to earn more
than an average share of that praise. Marines like Major General Rollings have made it so.
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General Rollings enlisted in the Marine Corps and completed recruit training at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot,
Parris Island, S.C., in 1960. During his first three years as a
Marine, he served in Fleet Marine Force units at Camp Lejeune, N.C. and Okinawa, Japan. Returning to Parris Island in
1963, he completed Drill Instructor School, then was assigned
as a drill instructor for 26 months with the 2d Recruit Training
Battalion. He was released from active duty in 1965 and entered the Marine Corps Reserve while attending the University of Georgia. He graduated in 1968 with a B.A. degree in
History and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Marine Corps.
Upon completion of The Basic School, Quantico, Va., in
1968, he served as a Platoon Commander, 1st Force Reconnaissance Company in South Vietnam. He was transferred to
the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii in 1970
and served initially as a Rifle Platoon Commander and later as
a Rifle Company Commander.
He returned to Vietnam in 1972, where he served as an
Infantry Battalion Advisor with the South Vietnamese Marine
Division. In 1973, General Rollings returned to Quantico and
attended the Amphibious Warfare School. Following school,
he was subsequently assigned to The Basic School as a Staff
Platoon Commander.
In 1974, he transferred to the Middle East and served a
tour of duty with the United Nations Observer Team. Upon
completion of that assignment, he reported to the 2d Marine
Division, Camp Lejeune, N.C. in 1975, where he was assigned as a Rifle Company Commander, and then as the Battalion Operations and Training Officer of 1st Battalion, 6th
Marines. In 1977, he was reassigned to 2d Force Reconnaissance Company where he became the Commanding Officer.
As a major, he attended the Armed Forces Staff College,
Norfolk, Va., and upon graduation in 1980 was assigned duty
as Marine Officer Instructor, University of South Carolina. In
1982, he returned to Quantico to serve as the Commanding
Officer, Headquarters and Service Battalion, The Basic
School, and later, as the Tactics Group Chief. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel in July 1983.

Marine Expeditionary Brigade, MCAS, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.
He was advanced to brigadier general on June 28, and
assignment as the Commanding General, Marine Corps Base,
Camp S.D. Butler/Deputy Commanding General, Marine
Corps Bases, Japan, on July 14, 1993. General Rollings was
advanced to his present grade on February 14, 1995. He assumed his previous assignment on May 26, 1995 as the Commanding General, III Marine Expeditionary Force/
Commander, Marine Corps Bases Japan.
General Rollings' personal decorations and awards include:
the Navy Cross; Silver Star with gold star in lieu of a second
award; Defense Superior Service Medal; Bronze Star Medal
with Combat "V"; Purple Heart with gold star in lieu of a second award; Meritorious Service Medal with one gold star;
Navy Commendation Medal; and various other personal and
unit awards.
People…...please excuse…..we cannot let the last paragraph
pass without comments. Please take a moment to learn what
General Rollings contributed to the 1st Recon/Marine Corps
legacy by his actions…. The details would otherwise be untold and their significance thereby lessened. Let us measure
the valor of Major General Rollings.
HU

On 1 April 1969, while First Lieutenant Wayne E. Rollings was patrol leader for a patrol south of An Hoa Combat
Base, the chase helicopter containing another team crashed
and was burning. The helicopter he was in landed, and instantly came under intensive small arms fire, but, disregarding it,
he maneuvered his way to the wreckage of the downed aircraft
despite the rice paddies saturated with explosive fuel. While
the helicopter in which he had arrived hovered overhead with
an inadequately stressed rope attached to the wreckage, Lieutenant Rollings worked feverishly to free the pilots from the
tangled mass. As he dragged the bodies out from the wreckage, the hovering helicopter again came under enemy fire and
dropped the wreckage on its side as it took off. Undaunted by
the enemy fire which continued to rake the area, Lieutenant
Rollings returned to the wreckage to recover equipment and
weapons.

From 1984 to 1985, General Rollings attended the National War College, in Washington, D.C., and upon graduation
returned to the 2d Marine Division, where he served as the
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, Operations Officer. He was then
reassigned within the Division and served as the Commanding
Officer, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines from 1986 to 1988.
Following his selection to colonel in 1988, General Rollings reported to the Joint Staff, The Pentagon, for a tour as a
Strategy Branch Chief, J-5. While a member of the Joint Staff,
in 1989, he completed the Harvard University Senior Executive Fellows Program. In June 1991, General Rollings became
the Commanding Officer, 3d Marine Regiment (Rein), 1st
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Just a few days later, on 11 April, while a patrol leader for
a eight-man long-range patrol in Duc Duc District, the patrol
observed forty flashlights and campfires on a ridgeline about
400 meters east of their position at 2030. Half an hour later,
the Marine patrol was surrounded by about 75 enemy having
sensed a reconnaissance patrol was in their area. l/Lt Rollings
began to call in 155mm artillery fire so accurately that at one
time he completely saturated the enemy area containing thirteen flashlights a mere thirty meters from his own position.
Nine more fire-for-effects were called, bringing forth numerous groans and cries of pain. Then came the enemy mortars.
Disregarding his own safety, the young lieutenant moved from
Marine to Marine to encourage his men. When the enemy
probed north of the patrol's position, Rollings knew the enemy
was too close for artillery fire and requested "SPOOKY." The
clouds, however, were too low for the pilot to observe properly. Realizing the urgency of the situation, Lieutenant Rollings
began a unique and skillful method that had not been before
tried. He ordered the pilot to fire a burst on a prominent ridgeline about 600 meters northwest of the patrol's position and
then adjusted the gunship's fire by walking it towards his own
position against the 75 NVA who were only ten meters from
his position. He walked the fire to within five meters of his
patrol on nineteen separate occasions bringing screams of pain
from wounded enemy on each occasion. Then, from 2400 to
0700 he tirelessly continued to adjust gunship fire around his
beleaguered position, successfully keeping away the superior
enemy force. While his patrol broke away chased by the enemy, he remained behind, boldly exposing himself in full view
of the enemy and began to lay down a hail of accurate suppressive fire which enabled his patrol members to break contact
and move into a nearby defensive position until an infantry
company came to rescue them.

withdrew to the north, enemy movement was heard to the east.
Disregarding his own safety, he accompanied his point man
and ran towards the sounds challenging the enemy's threat to
the patrol's exposed flank. Observing seven NVA approaching
twenty meters southeast, Lieutenant Rollings physically assaulted their position accounting for two enemy KIA and
caused the others to flee in panic. This sequence of the enemy
assaulting and Rollings single-handedly assaulting the enemy
was repeated on several more occasions.
On 16 November 1969. Lieutenant Rollings led a reconnaissance team into a known enemy area of infiltration and
resupply. Utilizing a night parachute insertion, the team successfully executed the reconnaissance mission and supplied
vital information to complete the intelligence of a little known
area. It was the first parachute insertion in well over a year.

IN APRIL 1981, MAJOR
ROLLINGS ESTABLISHED
A WORLD SIT-UP
RECORD BY PERFORMING
40,000 CONSECUTIVE SIT-UPS

On 18 September 1969, operating thirty miles southwest of
DaNang, deep in enemy-controlled territory, his patrol was
crossing an unavoidable clearing in the terrain and the point
man observed thirteen NVA soldiers concealed in an ambush
position waiting for the patrol. Reacting quickly, the point man
fired on the enemy only to have his rifle malfunction after the
first round was expended. First Lieutenant Rollings, with total
disregard for his own safety, ran to the exposed area and positioned himself between the point man and the enemy fire. Although the enemy small arms fire tore his clothes, pierced the
crown of his bush hat, and ripped the gas mask hanging at his
side, he held his position on the trail while firing into the enemy. When fragments of an enemy grenade struck him in the
face and legs, he stood resolute and fully exposed and continued to deliver accurate fire into the enemy's ambush position
until the point man could resume firing. The efforts of Lieutenant Rollings achieved the needed fire superiority for the patrol,
thereby reversing the enemy ambush plans and routing the
surviving enemy. His actions resulted in seven NVA KIA and
undoubtedly saved the life of his point man. As the patrol
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The Haditha killings (also called the Haditha incident or
the Haditha massacre) refers to the incident where 24 Iraqi
men, women and children were killed by a group of United
States Marines on November 19, 2005 in Haditha, a city in the
western Iraq province of Al Anbar. At least 15 of those killed
were civilians. It has been alleged that the killings were retribution for the attack on a convoy of Marines with an improvised explosive device that killed Lance Corporal Miguel Terrazas.
An initial Marine Corps communique reported that 15 civilians were killed by the bomb's blast and eight insurgents
were subsequently killed when the Marines returned fire
against those attacking the convoy. However, other evidence
uncovered by the media contradicted the Marines' account. A
Time magazine reporter's questions prompted the United States
military to open an investigation into the incident. The investigation claimed it found evidence that "supports accusations
that U.S. Marines deliberately shot civilians, including unarmed men, women and children", according to an anonymous
Pentagon official. On December 21, 2006, eight Marines from
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines were charged in connection with the
incident. As of June, 2008, charges against seven of the eight
Marines had been dropped.
In the course of the Article 32 hearings, conflicting testimony was presented, some of it rebutting the media-cited case
made by accusers and prosecutors of the Marines. At one point
in the hearings, the investigating officer told prosecution lawyers, "The account you want me to believe does not support
unpremeditated murder." He conceded that the central issue
was who is to be believed and that he was disinclined to recommend a trial when he thought it was unlikely any Iraqi
would agree to come to the U.S. to testify. On 9 August, Lt.
Gen. James Mattis dropped the charges against Lance Cpl.
Justin Sharratt who has been accused of murder, and against
Capt. Randy Stone, accused of failing to investigate the incident. On 23 August, the investigating officer recommended
charges against Lance Cpl. Stephen Tatum be dropped as well
but on October 19, his commanding officer decided the charges should be lowered to involuntary manslaughter, reckless
endangerment and aggravated assault.

On October 3, 2007, the Article 32 hearing investigating
officer recommended that Staff Sgt Frank Wuterich be tried
for negligent homicide in deaths of two women and five children, and that charges of murder be dropped.
As of June 17, 2008, six defendants had their cases
dropped and one was found not guilty. The exception is SSgt.
Wuterich, whose trial date has been postponed indefinitely.
At least three officers have been officially reprimanded for
failing to properly initially report and investigate the killings.
(Wikipedia)
NBC News: Hugh Hewitt:

JOHN MURTHA HANGS THE MARINES
CHRIS MATTHEWS, HOST: Let me ask you Mr. Murtha
to give us some details about that. Draw us a picture of
what happened at Haditha.
REP. JOHN “JACK” MURTHA: Well, I’ll tell you exactly
what happened. One Marine was killed and the Marines
just said we’re going to take care – we don’t know who
the enemy is, the pressure was too much on them, so
they went into houses and they actually killed civilians.
And, and –
MATTHEWS:—was this My Lai? Was this a case of –
when you say cold blood Congressman, a lot of people
think you’re basically saying you got some civilians sitting in a room around a field and they’re executed.
MURTHA: That’s exactly it.
Murtha’s comments were the first on-the-record remarks by a U.S. official characterizing the findings of
military investigators looking into the Nov. 19 incident.
Murtha, the ranking Democrat on the Defense Appropriations subcommittee and an opponent of Bush administration policy in Iraq, said he hadn’t read the report
but had learned about its findings from military
commanders and other sources.
Three Marine officers — commanders in Haditha —
have been relieved of duty, and at least 12 Marines in all
are under investigation for what would be the worst

Recon Reflections Issue #20- 1 July 2011- Page 7

(Continued on next page)

Yes, indeed, it’s all very familiar.
Bob Owens at Confederate Yankee, who has followed the case closely, noted back
in March:

(Continued from previous page)

single incident involving the deliberate killing of civilians
by U.S. military in Iraq.
The Marine Corps issued a statement in response to
Murtha’s remarks:
“There is an ongoing investigation; therefore, any
comment at this time would be inappropriate and could
undermine the investigatory and possible legal process.
As soon as the facts are known and decisions on future
actions are made, we will make that information available to the public to the fullest extent allowable.”
Murtha held the news conference to mark six
months since his initial call for “redeployment” of U.S.
forces from Iraq. He said U.S. forces were under undue
pressure in Iraq because of poor planning and allocation
of resources by the Bush administration.
I cannot imagine a more irresponsible statement
from Congressman Murtha given that the investigation
is still open. The Congressman should explain his
sources, or face the charge that he has judged the men
involved before the evidence is even compiled.
Per Murtha’s comments, Owens writes:
***
Flashback: Time magazine’s report from March…Let’s
keep in mind that no matter the outcome of this investigation, it has an effect on all of our troops. Given
Murtha’s latest comments, the media will no doubt fan
the flames, leaving those on the ground to deal with the
fallout.
Murtha gained notoriety last year when he demanded an immediate and precipitate withdrawal of all troops
from Iraq. He claimed that victory was impossible and
that the US forces were sitting ducks for terrorists.
Since them, with the exception of one month, US casualties have declined rapidly and the Iraqi forces have
demonstrated increasing ability to operate independently.
Now it looks like Murtha once again has jumped the
gun, seemingly anxious to paint US forces as murderous
now that his earlier assertion of helplessness has been
shown false. He has made this leap despite the investigation continuing into the incident, and in advance of
any determination by the military. Not only has he convicted the Marines without benefit of a complete investigation, let alone a court-martial, he has also found them
non compus mentis by reason of “combat stress”. In
other words, Murtha says they’re war criminals, but it’s
the fault of the Bush administration.

There is the possibility that the Marines did gun
down innocent civilians as local Iraqis claim. But it is
equally as possible that one or more people inside the
house opened fire upon the Marines in an ambush after
the IED went off. It has happened that way frequently,
and that exact scenario left ABC anchor Bob Woodruff
and cameraman Doug Vogt seriously wounded, when
the IED attack that wounded them was followed by
small arms fire from nearby buildings.
The attack was broken when coalition forces counterattacked. Someone who truly supports the troops,
even if they do not support the war, would want this
incident fully investigated to uncover the truth. They
would
want to know the facts. They would want to know if the
Marines fired out of blind rage at the loss of their
friends, and they would be equally interested in finding
out if the Marines assaulted that location because
someone inside fired upon them, as they claimed. Was
it a slaughter of innocents, or were insurgents firing
from within civilian homes? Were those that triggered
the IED among the dead? We do not yet know, and
some are already passing judgment.
Per Murtha’s comments, Owens writes:

I had no idea just how accurate those words would
prove to be. Congressman John Murtha has now gone
so far as to accuse American Marines of coldblooded
murder before an investigation has been completed, and
roughly doubled the number of dead without any support for his charges, with the sole apparent goal of inflaming outrage at the expense of our military’s safety.
It would seem appropriate that the United States House
of Representatives should at the very least censure Congressman Murtha, who has gone so far out of his way to
initiate such inflammatory and potentially dangerous
rhetoric. He has dishonored his seat, the military criminal justice system, the Marine Corps and the United
States of America.
How a man can make such vicious, unsupported
claims and still claim to love the Marine Corps and
America is beyond my understanding.
Flashback: Time magazine’s report from March…

The incident seemed like so many others from this
war, the kind of tragedy that has become numbingly
routine amid the daily reports of violence in Iraq. On the
morning of Nov. 19, 2005, a roadside bomb struck a
humvee carrying Marines from Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, on a road near Haditha, a restive
town in western Iraq. The bomb killed Lance Corporal
Miguel (T.J.) Terrazas, 20, from El Paso, Texas. The next
day a Marine communique from Camp Blue Diamond in
Ramadi reported that Terrazas and 15 Iraqi civilians
were killed by the blast and that “gunmen attacked the
convoy with small-arms fire,” prompting the Marines to
return fire, killing eight insurgents and wounding one
other. The Marines from Kilo Company held a memorial
(Continued on next page)
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clearly defined. The emphasis on strategic forces over conventional forces, coupled with domestic economic implications
of high defense costs and unbalanced federal budgets, challenged Marine Corps leaders of this period.
During the years 1953 to 1955, significant changes in the
basing and deployment of Marine forces were realized. The 3d
Marine Division deployed from Camp Pendleton to the Far
East in the summer of 1953. Based in Japan, the Division followed regimental landings in Japan and Okinawa with a full
dress division landing exercise on Iwo Jima in March 1954.
Significantly, the division began redeploying from Japan to
Okinawa in 1955 and by February 1956 the Headquarters of
the 3d Marine Division was moved to Okinawa where its remains today. Teamed with the 3d Division, the bulk of the 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing, in Japan with headquarters at Atsugi,
provided the air portion of a ready U.S. expeditionary force in
the Far East.
The 1st Marine Division, meanwhile, which had been in
Korea since the summer of 1950, was returned to Camp Pendleton in 1955. The 3d MAW during the same period moved
from the East to the West Coast to support Pacific deployments.
In 1954, the 1st Provisional Marine Air-Ground Task
Force, built around a reinforced infantry regiment and a reinforced air group, was established at Hawaii in response to strategic requirements in the Pacific Theater. One reinforced regiment of the 3d Marine Division, together with elements of the
1st Marine Aircraft Wing were shifted from the Far East to
Oahu to build the task force, later called the 1st Marine Brigade, to desired strength.
On the other side of the world, the commitment of a Marine battalion landing team to the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean, which began in 1948, continued except for brief periods
in 1950-51 and 1955. During the Korean War, this practice
was briefly interrupted due to wartime needs and during 1955
a reduction in amphibious shipping forced the termination of
the rotating assignment for nearly a year. The deployment to
the Sixth Fleet was designed to give the fleet commander a
ready anding force in an area left unstable in the aftermath of
World War II.

service for Terrazas at their camp in Haditha. They wrote
messages like “T.J., you were a great friend. I’m going to
miss seeing you around” on smooth stones and
piledthem in a funeral mound. And the war moved on.
But the details of what happened that morning in
Haditha are more disturbing, disputed and horrific than
the military initially reported. According to eyewitnesses
and local officials interviewed over the past 10 weeks, the
civilians who died in Haditha on Nov. 19 were killed not
by a roadside bomb but by the Marines themselves, who
went on a rampage in the village after the attack, killing
15 unarmed Iraqis in their homes, including seven women and three children. Human-rights activists say that if
the accusations are true, the incident ranks as the worst
case of deliberate killing of Iraqi civilians by U.S. service
members since the war began.
In January, after Time presented military officials in
Baghdad with the Iraqis’ accounts of the Marines’ actions, the U.S. opened its own investigation, interviewing
28 people, including the Marines, the families of the victims and local doctors. According to military officials, the
inquiry acknowledged that, contrary to the military’s initial report, the 15 civilians killed on Nov. 19 died at the
hands of the Marines, not the insurgents. The military
announced last week that the matter has been handed
over to the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (ncis),
which will conduct a criminal investigation to determine
whether the troops broke the laws of war by deliberately
targeting civilians. Lieut. Colonel Michelle Martin-Hing,
spokeswoman for the Multi-National Force-Iraq, told
Time the involvement of the ncis does not mean that a
crime occurred. And she says the fault for the civilian
deaths lies squarely with the insurgents, who “placed
noncombatants in the line of fire as the Marines responded to defend themselves.”
Because the incident is officially under investigation,
members of the Marine unit that was in Haditha on Nov.
19 are not allowed to speak with reporters. But the military’s own reconstruction of events and the accounts of
town residents interviewed by Time—including six whose
family members were killed that day—paint a picture of a
devastatingly violent response by a group of U.S. troops
who had lost one of their own to a deadly insurgent attack and believed they were under fire…

Events in the Far East from 1955 on likewise pointed out
the need for a ready battalion of Marines afloat with the fleet,
and from 1960 on, the 3d Marine Division maintained such a
floating battalion under Commander Seventh Fleet.
In July 1958, a brigade-size force landed in Lebanon to
restore order. During the Cuban Missile Crisis in October
1962, a large amphibious force was assembled, but not landed.
(Continued on next page)
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In April 1965, a brigade of Marines landed in the Dominican Republic to protect Americans and evacuate those who
wished to leave.
The period from 1956-1960 witnessed the Corps’ continuing development of a permanent base structure to support its
force in readiness mission as well as the procurement of suppliesand equipment for a wide range of contingencies. Bases
were developed stateside for cold-weather training at Pickel
Meadows, and for desert warfare and supporting arms training
at Twentynine Palms, both in California. Budget cuts and resulting reduced end strengths, however, became formidable
obstacles to meeting desired manning levels for FMF units.
The reductions resulted in all three divisions being placed on
reduced manning levels in 1957 and total Marine Corps
strength fell below 200,000. Commandant of the Marine
CorpsAnnual Reports for the years 1957 through 1960 reflect
the reduced manning levels throughout the FMF, stating of the
Divisions and Wings, “their capability for sustained combat
has been seriously diminished.” Reserve training also suffered
during this period due to lack of funding.
By 1960, Marine Corps strength had fallen to 170,000 –
down 30,000 in just three years. Over the same period the
Marine Corps “green dollar” budget dropped from an already
austere $942 million in FY1958 to $902 million in FY1961.
Certain elements of the FMF had to be placed in cadre status.
Perhaps just as damaging to the Corps’ readiness posture was
the low priority given in the “blue dollar” budget to the construction of amphibious shipping and particularly helicoptercarrying ships, which threatened the development of the vertical assault mission.
WE END OUR BRIEF HISTORY REVISIT HERE BUT WILL
CONTINUE IT IN A FUTURE EDITION OF REFLECTIONS

1. Be courteous to everyone, friendly to no one.
2. Decide to be aggressive ENOUGH, quickly
ENOUGH.
3. Have a plan.
4. Have a back-up plan, because the first one
probably won't work.
5. Be polite. Be professional. But, have a plan to
kill everyone you meet.
6. Do not attend a gunfight with a handgun
whose caliber does not start with a "4."
7. Anything worth shooting is worth shooting
twice. Ammo is cheap. Life is expensive.
8. Move away from your attacker. Distance is
your friend. (Lateral & diagonal preferred.)
9. Use cover or concealment as much as possible.
10. Flank your adversary when possible
Protec yours.
11. Always cheat; always win. The only unfair
fight is the one you lose.
12. In ten years, nobody will remember the
caliber, stance, or tactics. They will remember
who lived.
13. If you are not shooting, you should be communicating.

"You Have Never Lived Till You
Have Almost Died”
**********
“For Those Who Fought For It,
Life Has a Flavor The Protected
Will Never Know."
DISCLAIMER
Fine Print Follows

http://elitereconmarine.com/

Any distinctions made regarding truthfulness or the lack thereof in this publication are made at the risk of the distinctor and are
not the responsibility of the distinctee who caused the distinction to be brought into question. Likewise, all photographs are
to be considered as images only. No reality is either claimed directly or implied indirectly, obtusely or on purpose. No model
releases have been asked for or obtained from anyone victimized digitally. All copyrighted material was copied
right. This publication claims no endorsement from any government agency, Pizza Hut, Mariott Hotels, Buca di Beppo, Jack
Daniels Distillery, Café del Sol, the distillers of American Military Brandy, Toys-R-Us, Victoria’s Secret, Nabisco Fish Crackers,
Pepperidge Farms, the Pepsi-Cola Company, Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Bubba O’Malley’s Wild Irish Inn or Boudro’s Texas
Bistro.
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