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Although you may be lost to us you are not forgotten — James H. Rowe II, 1st Recon Bn Viet Nam 1966-67

1 Sep 2011

On Thursday, 18 August, Marines and Corpsman who
served with the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion and 1st Reconnaissance Company, family members of 1st Recon KIAs and
friends of 1st Recon assembled in the Memorial Chapel in the
Semper Fidelis Memorial Garden on the grounds of the National Museum of the Marine Corps near Quantico, Virginia to pay
homage to Recon Marines and Corpsmen who lost their lives
serving with 1st Recon and to dedicate a permanent monument
to them.
The Chapel ceremony was opened with a welcome by Lt.
Col Charles W. Kershaw, USCM (Ret), President of the 1st
Recon Battalion Association. Lt Col Kershaw introduced himself simply as a “Recon Platoon Leader in Vietnam”. The welcome was followed by an invocation by Commander Scott
Morton, CHC (Chaplain’s Corps), United States Navy.
The guest of honor for the ceremony was Lieutenant General W. C. Gregson USMC (Ret) - Assistant Secretary of Defense, Asian and Pacific Security Affairs. (See Page 8).
A roll call of 1st Recon’s honored dead was read by Marines and Corpsmen of the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion and
1st Reconnaissance Company.
Recon Marines and friends of Reconnaissance Company,
Headquarters Battalion, 1st Marine Division, Fleet Marine
Force Pacific may be interested to know that John Camara and
“HU” Campbell were afforded the great honor of calling the
roll for the Company’s honored Korean dead.
The solemn Roll Call was continued by Marines and Corpsmen of the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion until all 262 of 1st
Recon’s honored fallen Marines and Corpsmen were recognized.
The Chapel ceremony was concluded by a prayer of dedication by Commander Scott Morton.
The dedication continued with honors at the site of the memorial a few yards from the Chapel on the trail in the Memorial
Garden. A wreath was presented to the Recon Marines who
were the subjects of the memorial. The ceremony was attended
by a Marine Honor Guard. Colors were presented Taps were
sounded by a bugler, followed by a rifle salute.
When the ceremony at the Semper Fidelis Memorial Gardens was concluded the assembly moved by chartered bus and
private vehicle to the Officer’s Club at nearby Marine Corps
Base Quantico, Virginia for a reception and an excellent dinner.
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BODFISH FOREVER

WE LOVE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WE ARE UNIQUE IN OUR INFORMALITY
WE RESPECT EACH OTHER
WE TAKE PRIDE IN TRADITION
WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
WE HONOR AND REMEMBER OUR VETERANS
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TRUE HEROISM IS REMARKABLY SOBER, VERY UNDRAMATIC. IT IS NOT THE
URGE TO SURPASS ALL OTHERS AT WHATEVER COST, BUT THE URGE TO
SERVE OTHERS AT WHATEVER COST."-- ARTHUR ASHE
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A photograph of Sergeant John Camara taken as he took a
Recon “sneaky peek” somewhere on the Jamestown Line in
Korea was chosen to represent the 1st Recon Company’s role
in the legacy which the memorial represents. John was honored to recite the Honor Roll for the first half the THE Company’s honored dead from the Korean War.
John sponsors a website dedicated to our 1st Reconnaissance
Company at reconmarine.com.

John Camara in proximity to his image from Korea on the
back of the Monument. Photographing the reverse of the
monument without reflections proved to be impossible on the
the day of the memorial. We attempted three times at various
hours without success.
HU
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H. Campbell Photo -1955
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LtGen GREGSON WAS GUEST OF HONOR AT THE
1ST RECON BATTALION MEMORIAL DEDICATION
The Honorable Wallace "Chip" Gregson was sworn in as the
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Asian and Pacific Security Affairs May 13, 2009. From 2006 until assuming the duties of
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Lieutenant General Gregson
(USMC, Retired) was owner and president of WCG & Associates International, a foreign policy and military affairs consulting organization.

CALVIN EDEN
CPL. GEORGE
J. J. EVERS
H. Campbell Photo -1955

Previously General Gregson served as Chief Operating Officer
for the United States Olympic Committee. From 2003 to 2005,
he was Commanding General of the Marine Corps Forces Pacific and Marine Corps Forces Central Command, where he led
and managed over 70,000 Marines and Sailors in the Middle
East, Afghanistan, East Africa, Asia and the United
States. From 2001 to 2003 he served as Commanding General
of all Marine Corps forces in Japan, where he was awarded the
Japanese Order of the Rising Sun, the Gold and Silver Star, and
the Korean Order of National Security Merit Gukseon Medal. Prior to his time in Japan he was Director of Asia-Pacific
Policy in the Office of the Secretary of Defense from 1998 to
2000. He has served in the Marine Corps since his graduation
from the United States Naval Academy in 1968. A combat veteran of the Vietnam conflict, he earned the Bronze Star with
Combat "V" device for valor and heroism, and was also awarded the Purple Heart.
General Gregson is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations; the Pacific Council on International Policy; the International Institute for Strategic Studies; the U.S. Naval Institute;
and the Marine Corps Association.
His civilian education includes a Bachelor's degree from the
U.S. Naval Academy, and Master's degrees in Strategic Planning from the Naval War College and International Relations
from Salve Regina College. He was awarded an Honorary
Doctorate in Public Service by the University of Maryland University College.
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5/13/2011 By Sgt. Michael S. Cifuentes, Headquarters Marine Corps

ARLINGTON, Va. — Gunnery Sgt. Brian M. Blonder shot
and killed an insurgent who was aiming a rocket-propelled grenade at his Marines. After that, Blonder and his Marines averaged killing one insurgent about every 10 minutes.
At the end of an all-day fight, more than 50 Taliban were
dead, scores were retreating, and the Marines took control of a
key supply route through the village of Shewan, Afghanistan.
Blonder said it was what he came to do, and it’s what Marines do best – kill the enemy. And his unit did that exceptionally well that even though the Taliban outnumbered the Marines roughly eight to one.
For thriving in the face of danger, Blonder, a native of Deer
Beach, Fla., was awarded the Navy Cross during a ceremony at
the Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Va., May 10.
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus presented the award and said
Blonder is “one of the most selfless and disciplined Marines”
he’s ever met.
“He’ll be remembered for this for generations,” Mabus said.
“His attack was relentless. The insurgents grew afraid.”
Blonder deployed to Afghanistan in the summer of 2008 with
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment. As a reconnaissance Marine by trade, he was serving as platoon sergeant for Force Reconnaissance Platoon, a group of 30 Marines, who were attached to the battalion’s Company G.
The firefight began when Marines and Afghan National
Police were patrolling in Shewan, Afghanistan, a desert village
in southern Afghanistan closer to the Iranian border, late morning Aug. 8, 2008. Blonder and Force Recon Platoon, along with
an equal-sized element from Company G, were patrolling the
village streets, anticipating enemy activity. Blonder and his
Marines entered the village from its eastern border, while the
Company G Marines entered from the North.
Taliban insurgents had control of the village and were known to
man fighting positions along Route 517, a major roadway in
southern Afghanistan.
Blonder said Afghan National Police had previously reported heavy resistance from insurgents in the village, to include
many roadside bombs on Route 517. The Marines’ mission was
to gain control of the roadway, rid the village of Taliban, and
help the Afghan police establish a presence in the village.
The Marines planned weeks in advance for a sure fight when
they stepped foot into Shewan. Blonder wasn’t surprised when
he saw the inhabitants had either left or stayed inside their
homes.
“It’s standard when Marines or coalition forces enter towns
with insurgents that the local populace don’t come out,” Blonder said.
Force Recon Platoon patrolled for three hours before the
first shot was fired. Taliban fighters, who were hidden in a
drainage trench, fired an RPG at Blonder and his crew. Chief
Petty Officer Joe Martin, the platoon’s Navy corpsman, spotted
the enemy through the smoke trail of the RPG.

Blonder and Martin dropped into the trench, which the
three-man enemy RPG team used as a getaway path, and pursued the attackers.
“At one point, one of them kind of popped up and silhouetted himself. So, I shot that guy and killed him. The other two
continued on down the trench line,” Blonder said.
A four-man team of Marines, lead by Gunnery Sgt. Garrett
Dean, supported the pursuit by flanking the enemy’s escape.
The pursuit ended in minutes when the two insurgents where
killed by Dean’s team.
When intense small arms fire and explosions erupted nearby, Blonder and his men moved to the sound of the fight. Taliban had ambushed the Company G Marines and were in multiple fortified fighting positions firing a barrage of RPGs.
Blonder’s team rescued a destroyed humvee’s occupants and
withdrew to a safe area away from Taliban gunfire.
Blonder repositioned his outnumbered Marines, and in direct,
close combat, maneuvered against the enemy.
Through Blonder’s order, the aggressiveness of the Marines, and their leaders’ selfless actions and initiative, a unit of
approximately 30 Marines ousted a force of an estimated 250
Taliban combatants – some intelligence reports claimed there
were as many as 500 insurgents. Blonder’s planned flanking
attacks slowly but surely gained more and more territory that
was once occupied by Taliban insurgents earlier in the day.
The Marines’ assault was also bolstered by mortar and air
support. Several 500 to 1,000-pound bombs were dropped on
enemy positions.
“Our goal was to push the enemy out of their trenches,”
said Blonder. “We kept pressing the attack until we did just
that.”
More than 50 insurgents were confirmed dead and numerous more were wounded, while the Marines suffered no losses.
Blonder was personally responsible for killing at least three
that day.
Fighting ceased by sunset when the enemy had either fled or
were killed.
Blonder said he was happy to be victorious.
“When it was all over with, and I was standing on the battlefield and the enemy was gone, I had a great sense of pride and
accomplishment,” Blonder said. “When you’re not standing on
the ground of the enemy at the end of the day, the enemy won.
Instead, we took the stand, we drove the enemy out of their
homes, and then we left on our own terms when we were
ready to.”
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(Continued from previous page)

Many Marines who participated in the battle were awarded
with medals for valor.
“When you inflict that number of casualties on the enemy
and none of us were killed, that’s a pretty successful fight,”
said Martin. “The more chaotic things got, the more calm and
on point [Blonder] was. I don’t think I’ll ever have another
platoon sergeant like Gunny Blonder.”
Their mission of seizing control of Shewan’s portion of Route
517 and ridding insurgents from the village was accomplished.
In fact, Blonder said he hadn’t heard of Marines or coalition
forces receiving any more casualties in that area from insurgents during the rest of the deployment. The victory disrupted
several Taliban unit networks, which Blonder said crippled
Taliban spirits in southern Afghanistan.
“Our number one job is to locate, close with and kill the
enemy,” said Dean. “What we did that day is what we trained
for, and that’s what we’ll always do.”
Blonder remembers the triumphant and tiring day vividly.
From the rifle fire Sgt. Frank Simmons bestowed upon the enemy, killing “countless” insurgents with single shots to the head
or chest, to the accurate sniper fire of Staff Sgt. Richard Powell, Blonder said he’ll wear the Navy Cross as a representation
of the Marines he fought alongside that day.
“It was a busy day,” Blonder said. “Every Marine out there
was a huge part of that fight. From the NCO
(noncommissioned officer) leadership all the way up to the
officer leadership – everyone contributed all they had to that
fight.”

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus presents the Navy Cross
to Gunnery Sgt. Brian M. Blonder during a ceremony at the
Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Va., May 10, 2011.

CITATION
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against
the enemy while serving as Platoon Sergeant, Force Reconnaissance Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
Marine Corps Forces Central Command (Forward) on 8
August 2008 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Gunnery Sergeant Blonder was leading a dismounted patrol through the city of Shewan when his platoon came under intense rocket propelled grenade, mortar and machinegun fire that destroyed a vehicle and trapped several
Marines in the kill zone 150 meters away from the enemy.
Gunnery Sergeant Blonder exposed himself time and again
to heavy fire as he coordinated the suppression of the enemy so that the Marines could be recovered. Later in the
battle, Gunnery Sergeant Blonder personally led a flanking
attack on the enemy trench system through countless volleys of machinegun and rocket propelled grenade fire. He
continued to press the attack as the platoon penetrated
further into the trenches in order to defeat the enemy. Gunnery Sergeant Blonder’s tactical ability, superior
marksmanship and aggressive fighting spirit inspired the
platoon to continually advance on the enemy despite being
highly outnumbered. He was a driving force during the
eight hour battle and pushed the platoon to gain and maintain the momentum against the enemy until they were destroyed. Gunnery Sergeant Blonder’s valorous actions
helped reduce a major enemy stronghold as his platoon
killed over fifty enemy fighters, destroying several Taliban
cells and opening the highway in Shewan to coalition convoys. By his bold leadership, wise judgment, and complete
dedication to duty, Gunnery Sergeant Blonder reflected
great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions
of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service

DISCLAIMER
Fine Print Follows

http://elitereconmarine.com/

Any distinctions made regarding truthfulness or the lack thereof in this publication are made at the risk of the distinctor and are
not the responsibility of the distinctee who caused the distinction to be brought into question. Likewise, all photographs are
to be considered as images only. No reality is either claimed directly or implied indirectly, obtusely or on purpose. No model
releases have been asked for or obtained from anyone victimized digitally. All copyrighted material was copied
right. This publication claims no endorsement from any government agency, Pizza Hut, Mariott Hotels, Buca di Beppo, Jack
Daniels Distillery, Café del Sol, the distillers of American Military Brandy, Toys-R-Us, Victoria’s Secret, Nabisco Fish Crackers,
Pepperidge Farms, the Pepsi-Cola Company, Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Bubba O’Malley’s Wild Irish Inn ‘ Boudro’s Texas
Bistro or Mickey Finn MCL at MCB Quantico.
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