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Danger gleams like sunshine to a brave man's eyes— Euripides

1 December 2010

Three days overdue for extraction from their monsoon-soaked haven in the
Que Son, 1st Recon Battalion Team “Rush Act” had monitored two aborted
previous attempts to lift them out. They had sick and injured Marines and
they were out of food and water.

The “Thunder Chickens” of HMM-263, would try,
once again, to penetrate the fog.

1st Reconnaissance Battalion Operation Order
#1187-70 of 12 November, 1970 ordered the insertion of
1st Recon Team “Rush Act” from the Battalion’s Bravo
Company into a haven in the Que Son Mountains, some
22 miles or so south of their base at Da Nang. The patrol was ordered to Conduct reconnaissance and surveillance operations within an assigned haven to detect possible VC/NVC troop movements or arms infiltration and
to be prepared to call and adjust Air and/or Artillery on
all targets of opportunity. [See the complete order on page
two.]
Team Rush Act, consisting of: Cpl John Frank Stockman, the Patrol Leader; HM2 Russell Glen “Doc” Daniels,
the team’s Navy Medical Corpsman; LCpl David Vincent
Delozier; Cpl Randall Paul Manela; LCpl Charles Alfred
Pope Jr.; LCpl Robert Eugene Tucker and Cpl Fernando
Villasana was inserted by HMM-263 on 10 November,
1970.
While executing their mission at least two of the
Team members became debilitated by the notorious Vietnam FUO (Fever of Unknown Origin) and were being
doctored by HM2 Daniels. As fate would have it, Doc
Daniels suffered a broken leg as he slipped on a wet
mountain slope during one of the Teams movements.
The Patrol’s orders called for an extraction on 19
November but Doc Daniel’s condition became a major
concern of the Team and they requested an early extraction.. The urgency of their request prompted two attempts to extract. Both attempts were cancelled due to
heavy rain and fog in the Team’s haven area.
Rain and fog notwithstanding the Thunder Chickens
of HMM-263 were determined to extract their brothers
and mounted a third extraction attempt on 18 November.
The short account which follows is a narrative from
HMM-263 regarding the third extraction mission:
(Continued on next page)

Editor’s Note: Reflections is grateful to Charlie Kershaw
and Dave Snider, President and Historian respectively, of the
1st Reconnaissance Battalion Association, for suggesting the
theme of this issue and for providing valuable resources. We
all do well when we reflect, even with remorse, upon the
legacy which the brave men of Team Rush Act, the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, the pilots, crewmen and gunners of
Medium Helicopter Squadron HMM-263 and MAG-16 have
left us. We consider it an honor to aid in the preservation of
that legacy. God Bless The United States Marine Corps.
HU

(Continued from previous page)

A recon team from the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion call
sign, "Rush Act" was 3 day overdue from extraction and
was out of food and water with several Marines injured. They
were located on a high peak in the Que Son mountains (AT
967407) on a difficult slope. Many attempts were made to
extract them in the days prior to November 18th but were
thwarted by monsoon rains and clouds. On November 18th
Major Ted Tobin set out from the recon helo pad with Lt Curt
Rogers flying his wing. Tobin's aircraft carried the CO of the
1st Marine Reconnaissance Battalion, Lt Col William G. Leftwich, his operations officer and several other
extract certified Marines. While flying to the location of
Team Rush Act, Tobin's CH-46 experienced RPM surges that
required it to land at LZ Baldy, several clicks south of their
intended mission. At LZ Baldy it was determined that the
"SPIE" rig would be transferred to Lt Curt Rogers CH-46
(Bureau# 154837). Once the transfer was complete the section departed for the pickup. LT Rogers flew over the team in
bad weather but was able to spot them and began the extraction. During the extraction the weather deteriorated quickly
resulting in extremely poor visibility. Lt Rogers reported he
had the team and was departing the area. He was not heard
from again. During the retrograde operation the following day
it was clear that the CH-46 carrying Team Rush Act and all
their command staff made a turn in IFR conditions and flew
into the side of the mountain killing all 15 Marines.
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HELICOPTER CREW
Bajin, Enver Cpl Gunner H&MS-16 MAG-16
Buttry, Richard Russell LCpl Gunner H&MS-16 MAG-16
Donnell II, Robert A Sgt Crew Chief HMM-263 MAG-16
Rogers Jr., Orville Curtis 1stLt Pilot HMM-263 MAG-16
Stolz Jr., James Edward 1stLt Co-Pilot HMM-263 MAG-16

TEAM RUSH ACT
Daniels, Russell Glen HM2 Corpsman1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
Delozier, David Vincent LCpl 1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
Hudson, Gary Duane LCpl Passenger 1stMarDiv
Pope Jr., Charles Alfred LCpl 1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
Stockman, John Frank Cpl 1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
Tucker, Robert Eugene LCpl 1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
Villasana, Fernando Cpl 1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
HELICOPTER PASSENGERS
Leftwich Jr., William Groom LtCol CO/1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
Harvey, Cleveland Ray 1stLt 1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
Manela, Randall Paul Cpl 1stReconBn 1stMarDiv
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The Leftwich Trophy for Outstanding Leadership is
an award presented annually in memory of Lieutenant Colonel William Groom Leftwich, U.S. Marine
Corps, killed in action in the Republic of Vietnam in
November 1970. Eligible nominees are Marine Captains in the Ground Combat Arms serving on active
duty as a company or battery commander with the
ground forces of the Fleet Marine Force at the time
of nomination.
The trophy is provided to the Marine Corps
through an endowment by the H. Ross Perot Foundation. LtCol Leftwich and Mr. Perot were classmates at the U.S. Naval Academy. The trophy itself
was designed by Mr. Felix de Welden, designer of
the Marine Corps War Memorial in Washington,
D.C.

Psalms of David 144:1
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On 27 November, eight days after the recovery of Team
Rush Act, a debriefing session was conducted by Sergeant
White, presumably with Battalion Operations. The patrol
report was reconstructed by consulting Rush Act’s periodic
SALUTE (Situation and Location) reports that were issued
by radio while the Team was conducting its mission.
The Report indicates that the team had two (2) PRC-25
Radios and a PRC-93 Rescue Tranceiver.
The reader will notice from the patrol report that on 13
November the Team was extracted from its original Haven
and inserted at a new location from whence they conducted
their last patrol. It was on this patrol that Doc Daniels presumably suffered his leg injury.
Orville Taylor, the primary radioman in 1st Recon
Team “Roadtest”, whose extraction was also days overdue
because of the weather, was monitoring the extraction of
Rush Act on his radio when it was announced that contact
with the extracting CH-46 was lost. Taylor was extracted
later and was able to attend the memorial service for the
lost team.
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Marine 263 ["The Thunder Eagles"] was activated initially
as Marine Helicopter Transport Squadron (HMR) 263 on 16
June 1952 and was outfitted with HO5S Helicopters. For it' s
first two (2) years of the squadron was at Marine Corps Air
Station, Cherry Point, North Carolina. During the early months
the squadron was occupied with proficiency training which
contributed to the growing body of knowledge of rotary wing
aircraft and their employment, then being developed by the
Marine Corps.
On 7 July 1954, HMR-263 relocated to Marine Corps Air
Facility, New River, North Carolina, where it remained home
based for the next eleven (11) years. During this time the
squadron participated in over fifteen (15) major and deployments including relief in Tampico, Mexico (Oct 1955) and
operations from the submarine USS SEA LION (Mar 1956).
During December 1956 the squadron was redesignated HMR
(L)263 and re-equipped with the HUS-1 (UH-34) helicopter.
During October 1962, HMM-263 was deployed to the Caribbean when the United States initiated a response to Russian
missiles employed in Cuba. The squadron became part of a
much larger force which embarked there. In June 1964, the
squadron was a participant in Exercise Steel Pike off the coast
of Spain, then the largest amphibious exercise since World
War II.
During April and May 1965, HMM-263 was deployed to
the Dominican Republic in support of the United States assistance operations there. On 23 August 1965, HMM-263
served in Vietnam participating in over twenty-four (24)
combat operations.
During November 1967, HMM-263 was transferred to
Santa Anna, California where it was re-equipped with CH46D helicopters before redeploying to Vietnam in January
1969. The squadron remained in Vietnam until April 1971
and then transferred to Marine Corps Air Station, Quantico,
Virginia and began flying the CH-46F helicopter. The (4)
years in Vietnam earned the squadron numerous unit awards.
HMM-263 remained home based at Quantico for four (4)
years and participated in several cold weather exercises, two
(2) Mediterranean , and one (1) Caribbean deployment in addition to numerous smaller training exercises. During August
1975, HMM-263 relocated to Marine Corps Air Station, New
River, North Carolina. While home based at New River, the
squadron completed the transition to the CH-46E helicopter
during the summer of 1980.
Over the course of past seventeen (17) years the squadron
participated in four (4) major NATO exercises, made six (6)
Mediterranean cruises, deployed on Goodwill cruises to Africa, South America, and the Caribbean. The squadron first
served in Lebanon from October 1982 until March 1983, and
then again from April 1984 until August 1984. During the
LF6F 1-86 deployment the squadron served as the Air Combat
Element of the 26th MAU, the first Special Operations Capable MAU, which operated in support of CTF-60 during operations in Libya. HMM-263 deployed in May 1987 as the Air

Combat Element of the 24th MAU for LF6F 3-87. Contingency operation in the Persian Gulf necessitated splitting the
squadron into three sections, operating from CONUS, the
Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf. Squadron aircraft
participated in the seizure of the Iranian mine laying ship "Iran
Ajar". In August 1990 the squadron again found itself headed
for the Persian Gulf region. As a part of the 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade, HMM-263 was quick to respond to the aggression of Iraq against it's Kuwaiti neighbors. Squadron aircraft flew countless hours in support of the amphibious task
force, participated in numerous amphibious assault exercises
and conducted a flawless Non-combatant Evacuation Operation of the U.S. Embassy in Mogadishu, Somalia. The squadron also assisted in the interdiction of two Iraqi vessels in support of the United Nations mandated embargo of Iraq. In
March 1993 the squadron was called upon to support a
USCENTCOM deployment to Somalia participating in operation RESTORE HOPE and CONTINUE HOPE. During Landing Force Sixth Fleet 2-95 deployment the squadron deployed
aboard the USS Kearsarge (LHD-3) as the Aviation Combat
Element for the 24th MEU(SOC). The squadron distinguished
itself by conducting the successful TRAP rescue mission of Air
Force pilot Captain Scott O'Grady on 8 June, 1995. During this
deployment the squadron also participated in six large scale,
multinational exercises, while providing TRAP support for
Operations DENY FLIGHT and PROVIDE PROMISE in the
Adriatic Sea, and in July 1996 the squadron was selected as the
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron of the Year for it's efforts during LF6F 2-95. The squadron continued to support the
Air- Ground team in a variety of operations and exercises, to
include a LF6F deployment providing a U.S. presence in the
Mediterranean Sea, Adriatic Sea, Black Sea and the Arabian
Gulf.
The squadron deployed in late 1997 as part of the 24th
MEU. It was involved in Exercise Bright Star in Egypt. In
2000, HMM-263(Rein) again deployed as the 24th MEU
(SOC)'s Air Combat Element. During that time, it was involved in operations in Kosovo, exercises in Israel and
throughout the Mediterranean. HMM-263(Rein) took part in
the 24th MEU's Landing Force Sixth Fleet Deployment 20002. During one exercise, Dynamic Response [2000], HMM-263
(Rein) provided support to the rest of the MEU in Kosovo
while of its base camp at Camp Able Sentry, Macedonia and
providing AV-8B fixed-wing support from aboard the USS
WASP.
Thanks to Global Security.org
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/agency/usmc/hmm-263.htm
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Lieutenant Colonel William Groom Leftwich Jr. was
born on April 28, 1931 in Memphis, Tennessee, where he
graduated from Central High School. He was commissioned a second lieutenant on June 5, 1953 upon graduation from the United States Naval Academy. His roommate during part of his time at the Academy was Ross
Perot. As Brigade Commander in his senior year at the
Naval Academy, he was specially commended at graduation for exemplary officer-like qualities, which contributed “to the development of naval spirit and loyalty within
the Brigade.”
Upon entering the Marine Corps, Leftwich completed
The Basic School at Marine Corps Base Quantico in Virginia in January 1954, and later served as a rifle platoon
commander with the 2nd Marine Division at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. During 1955–56, he served with
the 3rd Marine Division on Okinawa. On his return to
the United States, he was stationed at Camp Pendleton
in California, where he was promoted to captain in July
1957. He then began a three-year assignment at the Naval Academy, serving as a company officer. An athlete
himself, he also voluntarily performed collateral duty as
assistant varsity tennis coach and battalion football
coach.
In 1960, Leftwich rejoined the 2nd Marine Division,
serving as a company commander until 1962 when he
was named aide-de-camp to the Commanding General.
In June 1963, he was assigned as aide to the Commander of Marine Corps Schools. He was promoted to major in
July 1964. He later completed a course of study in the
Vietnamese language prior to reporting for duty in Vietnam in January 1965 as Assistant Senior Advisor to
the Vietnamese Marine Brigade.
Joining Task Force Alfa, Leftwich participated in 27
major operations against the Viet Cong in the central
highlands of Vietnam, and spent more than 300 days in
the field. He was wounded in the Battle of Hoai An on
March 9, 1965 and awarded the Navy Cross and Purple
Heart for extraordinary heroism. According to his citation, he “…played a major part in all phases of the successful relief of the village of Hoai An, which was under
heavy enemy attack by two Viet Cong battalions… By his
own personal example…, he led the attack… Despite injuries by enemy machine-gun bullets in the back, cheek
and nose, he went to the aid of a mortally wounded comrade … and delayed his own evacuation until he could
call for additional air strikes and brief the task force
commander of the situation.”

Leftwich returned to the United States in January
1966, served as an instructor at The Basic School, then
completed the Command and Staff College in June 1967
and was named to the Schools Honor List. Assigned to
Headquarters Marine Corps, he was promoted to lieutenant colonel in November 1967 while serving as a systems
analyst with the Manpower Management Information
Branch, G-1 Division. He later became head of the Systems Analysis Section. In 1968, he was selected by the
Under Secretary of the Navy to be his Special Assistant
and Marine Corps Aide. He served in this capacity under
Charles F. Baird and John W. Warner.
In April 1970, Leftwich began his second tour of duty
in Vietnam, serving initially as the commander of 2nd
Battalion 1st Marines. On September 13, he assumed
duty as Commanding Officer of 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division.
On November 18, 1970, Leftwich was killed in a helicopter crash during an emergency extraction of one of
his reconnaissance teams. In accordance with his practice of accompanying every emergency extraction called
for by his teams, he was serving as senior “extract officer” for such a mission on the day of his death. The
team had incurred casualties and requested an emergency extraction from enemy-infested territory, in an
area beginning to be enveloped by dense fog. The team
was extracted under LtCol Leftwich’s personal supervision, then, as the helicopter began its ascent, it crashed
into a mountainside in enemy territory, killing all
aboard.

In June 1979, the Marine Corps awarded the very first
Leftwich Trophy for Outstanding Leadership in LtCol Leftwich’s memory. The award is presented annually to an outstanding Marine Corps captain serving with the ground forces
of the Fleet Marine Force at the time of nomination.
A partial list of his medals and awards includes: the Navy
Cross, the Silver Star (posthumous), the Legion of Merit with
Combat “V” and two gold stars, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Medal with one gold star, the Purple Heart with two
gold stars and various personal awards from the Republic of
Vietnam.

H. Campbell Photo—1957
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The Marine emblem as we know it today, dates from 1868, when
General Zeilin, the 7th Commandant, decided on a singly
distinctive emblem centered around the globe. Gen Zelin's U.S.
Marine Globe displayed the Western hemisphere, as the Royal
Marines had the Eastern hemisphere on theirs.
The eagle and fouled anchor were added to leave no doubt about
the Corps being both American and maritime. Incidently,
whenever our Corps has been involved in creating another
Marine Corps, such as the Korean, Chinese, and
Vietnamese Marine Corps, they have adopted emblems similar to
ours.
Whether you are a private or a general is secondary compared to
the privilege you share of wearing the emblem.
COLLAR EMBLEMS - Although officers have worn collar
emblems since the 1870s, enlisted Marine did not rate this
privilege until August 1918 when Franklin D. Roosevelt, then
asst. Secretary of the Navy, visited the 4th Marine Brigade in
France, shortly after Belleau Wood. In recognition of the
brigade's victory, Mr. Roosevelt directed on the spot that
enlisted Marines would henceforth wear the "Eagle,Globe &
Anchor on their collars.
THE EAGLE - Wings spread over the globe is the symbol of a
proud nation, a nation of justice and freedom loving people, from
all corners of the globe A nation ever reluctant to make war, but
ever ready to fight for the presevation of Freedom, and if need
be, the freedom of all oppressed peoples.
THE GLOBE - Is the symbol of the field of service of a Marine in
the service of his/her country. "Our Flag's unfurled to every
breeze, from dawn to setting sun. We have fought in every clime
and place where we could take a gun." The Globe, is as well the
symbol of places of origin of the people who compose our
Nation, and the worldwide proof of our country's history, that
under a democratic government, men can have justice and be
free.
THE ANCHOR - Entwined about the lines, is the symbol of the
close association of the U.S. Marine Corps and the U.S. Navy, on
whose "Man of War'" Marines have fought with skill and valor in
every major naval engagement in the history of our country. The
anchor is also a symbol of the steadfast faithfulness, even unto
death, that our fellow Marines have always shown in defense of
our country and the principles and ideals for which it stands.
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USS Leftwich (DD-984) was a Spruance class destroyer built by the Ingalls Shipbuilding Division of Litton Industries at Pascagoula, Mississippi. She was
named for Lieutenant Colonel William G. Leftwich, Jr.,
USMC (1931–1970), who was killed in action at Quang
Nam in the Republic of Vietnam on 18 November 1970
in a helicopter crash during the extraction of one of his
reconnaissance teams. For this action, Lieutenant Colonel Leftwich received the Silver Star. Lieutenant Colonel
Leftwich’s medals and awards include: the Navy Cross,
the Silver Star (posthumous), the Legion of Merit with
Combat “V” and two gold stars, the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Air Medal with one gold star, the Purple
Heart with two gold stars, and various personal awards
from the Republic of Vietnam.
The Leftwich was laid down on 12 November 1976;
and launched 8 April 1978; and commissioned 25 August 1979 under the command of Commander Al Carney. The Commissioning speaker was the Chief of Naval
Operations, Admiral Thomas B. Hayward, USN, who
was a classmate of Bill Leftwich at the United States
Naval Academy. Also in attendance at the Commissioning was H. Ross Perot, also a classmate of Lieutenant
Colonel Leftwich. Both of Colonel Leftwich's sons, and
his widow attended the commissioning as well. The
Leftwich was decommissioned and stricken March 27
1998 at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. She was sunk as a target
August 1, 2003.
NavSource.Org
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The Special Patrol Insertion/Extraction (SPIE) system was
developed as a means to rapidly insert and/or extract a reconnaissance patrol from an area that does not permit a helicopter
to land. SPIE has application for rough terrain as well as water
inserts/extracts. It is an adaption of the Vietnam War-era
STABO rig.
Generally, the SPIE rope is lowered into the pickup area
from a hovering helicopter. Patrol personnel, each wearing a
harness with an attached carabiner, hook up to a D-ring inserted in the SPIE rope. A second safety line is attached to a second D-ring located above the first. The helicopter lifts vertically from an extract zone until the rope and personnel are
clear of obstructions, then proceeds in forward flight to a secure insert zone. The rope and personnel are treated as an external load and airspeeds, altitudes, and oscillations must be
monitored.
The United States Coast Guard uses a similar technique to
board ships when speed and stealth are required.

SPIE Harness
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(When catapults are outlawed,
only outlaws will have catapults)

(I have a catapult. Give me all the money, or I will
fling an enormous rock at your head)

GET YOUR CONCEALED CATAPULT PERMIT
NOW…...BEFORE YOU NEED IT…..BE PREPARED !!

You are looking east from the barracks building of the embryonic Charlie
Company, 1st Recon Battalion at Camp Horno in mid-year 1957.
The
occasion…..The Commandant of the Marine Corps, Randolph McCall Pate, is
inspecting you……..if you’ve been there recently, this scene is hard to believe
since the grinder has been replaced with a metroplex maze of buildings and
streets for several decades…..what a difference a lifetime makes !!

BODFISH FOREVER

WE LOVE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WE ARE UNIQUE IN OUR INFORMALITY
WE RESPECT EACH OTHER
WE TAKE PRIDE IN TRADITION
WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
WE HONOR AND REMEMBER OUR VETERANS
WE ARE SO PROUD TO BE MARINES

DISCLAIMER
Fine Print Follows

Posted by Brandon Kiser in Blog on November 15, 2011 8:26 am / 5 comments
New York City Veterans Day Celebration November 11, 2011

Any distinctions made regarding truthfulness or the lack thereof in this publication are made at the risk of the distinctor
and are not the responsibility of the distinctee who caused the distinction to be brought into question. Likewise, all
photographs are to be considered as images only. No reality is either claimed directly or implied indirectly, obtusely or on
purpose. No model releases have been asked for or obtained from anyone victimized digitally. All copyrighted material
was copied right. This publication claims no endorsement from any government agency, Pizza Hut, Mariott Hotels, Buca
di Beppo, Jack Daniels Distillery, Café del Sol, the distillers of American Military Brandy, Toys-R-Us, Victoria’s Secret,
Nabisco Fish Crackers, Pepperidge Farms, the Pepsi-Cola Company, Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Bubba O’Malley’s Wild
Irish Inn ‘ Boudro’s Texas Bistro or Mickey Finn MCL at MCB Quantico.
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