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WHENCE COMETH RECON ?
Many of us who claim the proud legacy of Marine Corps
Reconnaissance are prone to focus on our own individual eras
and arenas of participation and seldom pause to wonder where,
when and how it all started. We propose here to offer the result
of an inquiry into the origin of ground reconnaissance units in
the United States Marine Corps.
Webster defines reconnaissance as “a preliminary survey
to gain information; esp: an exploratory military survey of
enemy territory”.
Webster defines scout as “one sent to obtain information;
esp: a soldier ship, or plane sent out in war to reconnoiter”
Webster expands his definition of scout to include: a: The
act of scouting. b: a scouting expedition: RECONNAISSANCE
At its inception the Marine Corps consisted of small detachments of Marines stationed aboard ships or providing security for government or military installations ashore. Such duty
did not require Marines to survey or explore enemy territory.
Only rarely were they formed into larger units for use as
ground combat troops. On the occasions when they were
called upon to perform such duties they were, almost without
exception, placed under the control of U. S. Army units and
were under the operational and tactical control of Army officers.
It was not until the Marine Corps assumed its role as an
amphibious assault force that any doctrine for the use of personnel assigned specifically to scouting or reconnaissance was
considered.
Any inquiry into the history of Marine Corps reconnaissance will immediately expose the searcher to an endless array
of books and magazine or internet articles dealing with amphibious or force reconnaissance.
The immediate objective of the present article is to penetrate the haze cast by authors of amphibious and force reconnaissance histories and focus attention upon the Marines who
provide tactical battlefield intelligence for the Marine Divisions, Regiments and Battalions.
The lineage of todays Marine ground reconnaissance units
begins in an unlikely place. By 1934 the Marine Corps had
developed the capability to act as an amphibious assault force.

In that year a The Tentative Manual for Landing Operations
was published which detailed the use of tanks in an amphibious landing. The rationale’ of the time called for tanks to precede infantry during an amphibious landing. The tanks would
allow following infantry to advance into the hinterland more
rapidly.
The Marine Corps did field an experimental tank unit in
1923 using five 6 ton M1917 tanks borrowed from the Army.
The experimental tank unit served in China until it returned to
San Diego in 1928 and was disbanded. Thereafter the Marine
Corps had no tanks until 1937.
THE 1ST TANK COMPANY
The 1st Tank Company came into existence as the result of
the planning that took place in 1934 after The Tentative Manual for Landing Operations (1934) was issued.
In 1935 the Commandant obtained approval from the Army
to send a Marine officer, Captain Hartnoll J. Withers (later
Brigadier General), to attend its tank course at Fort Benning,
Georgia even though the Marine Corps had no tanks at that
time.
Withers enlisted in 1920 and by 1922 had obtained every
rank in the Marine Corps when he was sent to the Naval Academy. He graduated in 1926. He served in Nicaragua and Haiti
and had just completed a tour of sea duty on board the Cruiser
USS Chicago.
During 1937, the Marine Corps procured five new Marmon
-Herrington CTL-3 light tanks. These early tanks had no turrets and mounted three .30 Caliber machine guns.
On 1
March 1937, the CTL-3s and their crews were organized into
the 1st Tank Company, based at MCB Quantico. Assigned to
the 1st Marine Brigade, the tankers continued to experiment
intensively with tactics and techniques.
In July of 1940 the United States declared an embargo of
war materials upon Japan. Japan was then engaged in a war of
conquest in Asia. The embargo heightened tensions between
the U. S. and Japan.
In hindsight, it is apparent that the prospects of a war with
Japan were starting to be taken seriously by the fledgling Fleet
(Continued on next page)
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Marine Force's planners. In Sept 1940 the 1st Tank Company's
Marmon-Herringtons were replaced by M2A4s, which had a
37mm gun and better armored protection than the flimsy Marmons. With international tensions in the Pacific rapidly expanding, the Fleet Marine Force was also given the funds for a
sudden and dramatic expansion in its size.
The 1st Tank Company was now commanded by Capt.
Charles G. "Griffey" Meints and executive officer 1st Lt. [later
LtGen.] William R. "Rip" Collins, both graduates of the 193839 tank course at Ft. Benning.
On February 1, 1941 the 1st and 2nd Marine Brigades were
formally established as Divisions. The former 1st Tank Company was redesignated as the 1st Scout Company, Division
Special Troops retaining its tanks. Later, in the spring of that
year the Company was equipped with M3A1 Scout cars. In
April 1941 the new Scout Company was relocated to Quantico,
Virginia then relocated again during September 1941 to New
River, North Carolina.
On 15 March 1941 the 2d Scout Company was formed in
the 2d Marine Division at San Diego.
On 16 June 1941 the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade was
formed at Charleston, South Carolina. The Brigade included
the 6th Marine Regiment , the 5th Defense Battalion and the 3d
Scout Car Platoon of the 1st Scout Company from New River.
The 1st and 2d Platoons of the 1st Scout Company remained at
New River. (See separate article about Iceland Marines elsewhere in this issue).
In August 1942, the 1st Scout Company was reassigned to
1st Tank Battalion for purposes of maintenance. The Scout
Company had three Scout Car Platoons and a Scout Platoon
with four jeeps and four motorcycles (referred to as the
“Motorcycle Squad”).
1 April 1943 the 1st Scout Company was re-designated as
Company E “Scout”, 1st Tank Battalion.
On 10 April 1943 the Unit re-designated as Company D
“Scout”, 1st Tank Battalion.

In 1941 the 1st Marine Division’s Scout Company practiced motorized patrolling in North Carolina using M3
scout cars. The Marines are wearing the newly issued
M41 Utilities and M1 Helmets
(USMC Photo)
On 1 April 1944 the Unit was re-designated as Reconnaissance Company, Headquarters Battalion. During this period,
the Unit participated in combat operations on Guadalcanal,
New Guinea, Bismarck Archipelago, Western Caroline Islands,
and Okinawa.
Editor’s Note: We will detail the activities of Marine ground
reconnaissance units in World War II Pacific Campaigns in a
future issue of Reflections.
HU
During September of 1945 the Unit redeployed to Tientsin,
China
During June of 1947 the Unit was relocated to Camp Pendleton, California and re-designated on 22 March 1949 as Reconnaissance Company, Headquarters and Service Battalion.
Post-war restructuring reduced the 1st Marine Division Reconnaissance Company to two platoons. In June of 1949 the
Company was commanded by First Lieutenant John Alexander.
First Lieutenant Ralph Crossman served as Company Executive
Officer. The 1st platoon was commanded by Second Lieutenant Dana Cashion, a former navigator on Marine transport aircraft, with Gunnery Sergeant John Slagle as Platoon Sergeant.
The 2d platoon of the Company was commanded by 1st Lieutenant R. E. Sullivan with Gunnery Sergeant Ernest L. DeFazio
as Platoon Sergeant.
Also billeted near the Reconnaissance Company was
“Alpha” Company of the First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment Commanded by Captain Kenneth Houghton with First
Lieutenant Jim Williams as Executive Officer.
Houghton’s company was called the “Experimental Submarine Company” due to its special mission. The Company was
charged with the task of developing detailed doctrine for the
insertion and extraction of reconnaissance patrols from submarines. This special mission was deemed critical due to loss of
nine members of Carlson’s Raider Battalion during the raid on
Makin Island during the war. In the chaos of the 2-day operation, the men were somehow left behind. They eluded capture
(Continued on next page)
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We regret our inability to locate a photograph of LCpl Ragsdale

for nearly a month but were eventually caught. The men were
taken to Kwajalein and were formally beheaded at the order of
Vice Admirable Hirokai Abe on 16 October 1942. Abe was
tried after the war, convicted of war crimes, and was hanged.
The Reconnaissance Company was embarked on the USS
Wantuck in December of 1949 for participation in
MICOWEX50A on Alaska’s north coast. Upon their return
Captain Houghton assumed Command of the Reconnaissance
Company, retaining Crossman as Executive Officer and Cashion and Sullivan as platoon leaders.
When the Korean War began on 25 June 1950, Sullivan’s
Platoon under the command of Captain Houghton formed the
Detachment Reconnaissance Company, 1st Provisional
Marine Brigade and sailed with the Brigade on the USS
HORACE A. BASS. The other platoon of Reconnaissance
Company was ordered to remain intact at Camp Pendleton
with the 1st Marine Division Headquarters Battalion.
The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade was scheduled to go
to Japan for a training period before deployment on the Pusan
Perimeter in Korea but the worsening situation in Korea dictated otherwise. The Brigade was rerouted directly to Pusan.
Korea and then participated in the Korean War; operating
from Pusan Perimeter, Inchon-Seoul, Chosin Reservoir, the
Eastern-Central Front, and the Western Front.
The Editor of Reflections authored and contributed most
of the 1st Recon Company history contained in the book
“Elite - First Reconnaissance Company of the Korean War
1950-1953”. The book is available from Sergeant John
Camara who can be contacted at: grunt@reconmarine.com
During the period of July 1953 to March 1955 the Unit
participated in the Defense of the Korean Demilitarized Zone,
and then relocated back to Camp Pendleton remained assigned
to Headquarters Battalion.
The 1st Marine Division Reconnaissance Company remained in the Division’s Headquarters Battalion until 1 May
1957 when it was redesignated “C” Company, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion and moved from the Headquarters Area 15 of
Camp Pendleton to Camp Horno at Pendleton.
The astute reader will notice that the Marine Corps had
ground reconnaissance units from 1937 until 1957 without
reference to “Amphibious” or “Force” recon. Although the
Fleet Marine Force Pacific had an Amphibious Reconnaissance Company from as early as 1943 it never served the 1st
Marine Division in any ground reconnaissance role. Indeed,
the only Marine Reconnaissance unit to see combat action
from the ending of World War II through the Korean War was
Reconnaissance Company, Headquarters Battalion, 1st Marine
Division. This unit was the sole U. S. Marine Corps reconnaissance unit to see service in Korea. Some inaccurate Orders of Battle ascribe service in Korea to an Amphibious Reconnaissance Company but without any historical support.
As for “force” recon……...they did not exist until early
1957 when the FMF Amphibious Reconnaissance Company
was redesignated 1st Force Reconnaissance Company.
HU
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When the Second War began Iceland was part of a parliamentary monarchy which shared its king with Denmark.
The Nazi’s overran Denmark in April of 1940. This
prompted Iceland’s Parliament to assume control of its foreign
affairs but was defenseless since it had no functional Army or
Navy.
Britain became alarmed at the prospect of a Nazi occupied
Iceland and decided in May of 1940 to occupy Iceland.
On 10 May 1940 a battalion of British Royal Marines landed at the island’s capital, Reykjavic, and occupied the town.
The action of the Marines was so swift that the German Consulate was seized before the Consul could destroy his papers.
The Marines were replaced ten days later by a brigade of
Canadian Army troops.
During the first months of 1941 and agreement was
reached between Iceland, Britain, and the United States that if
the U. S. was drawn into the war, it would assume responsibility for the defense of Iceland.
Late in the spring of 1941 Winston Churchill asked President Roosevelt to send American troops to Iceland to relieve
the British garrison. Roosevelt replied that he would do so if
Iceland requested the troops.
On June 4, 1941 Roosevelt issued an order to the Army to
prepare plans for an immediate relief of the British.
At that time the Army had a strength of one and one half
million men. Regulations in effect at the time would not allow
men who were conscripted by Selective Service to be employed beyond the Western Hemisphere unless they volunteered to go.
Most of the standing army were new recruits. The army
protested that it needed its few experienced soldiers as a training cadre for the new arrivals and further, that equipment
shortages would not allow the Army o both maintain its training program and mount an expeditionary force to Iceland.

The Brigade also included the 3d Scout Car Platoon of
the 1st Marine Division’s 1st Scout Company of the 1st
Marine Division from New River, North Carolina. The
remainder of the 1st Scout Company remained at New
River.
The Brigade was formed on 16 June under the command
of Brigadier General John Marston and sailed from Charleston, 4095 Marines Strong, on 22 June. The convoy consisted
of 25 vessels.
The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade entered Placentia Bay,
Newfoundland during the night on 27 June. Here the Battalion went ashore for one day to exercise and visit the village of
Argentia.
The convoy remained at anchor until July 1 waiting for the
promised invitation from the government of Iceland. Diplomatic niceties were completed on that date. The Brigade departed Argentia the next morning and arrived at Reykjavik
Iceland on 7 July 1941……..notably prior to America’s entry
into the war.
The Marines established defensive positions along the
coast, mainly north of Reykjavik. On 22 September 1941 the
Brigade was placed under the command of the U. S. Army’s
Iceland Base Command. The Brigade was relieved by the
Army’s Task Force 4 (10th Infantry Regiment and 46th Field
Artillery Battalion of the 5thDivision and th Engineer Combat
Regiment) and returned to the United States between February
and March of 1942 It was disbanded on 25 March 1942 in
New York City, and its units rejoined their parent Divisions at
New River and San Diego.
Primary research sources for this article are Col. James A. Donovan USMCR
(Ret) Outpost in the North Atlantic—Marines in the Defense of Iceland and
Rottman, Gordon L. U. S. Marine Corps World War II Order of Battle.

CALL OUT THE MARINES
President Roosevelt conducted a review of the Army’s capabilities and determined that the Marine Corps would have to provide the occupation force for Iceland. Marines were volunteers
and the geographical restrictions did not apply to them. On 5
June the President ordered the Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Harold R. Stark, to prepare a Marine brigade to sail in 15
days.
To the everlasting credit of the Corps they had a reinforced
infantry regiment of Marines prepared for expeditionary duty
in transit east from the west coast at the moment the order was
issued. The 6th Marines were then at sea nearing the Panama
Canal.
The 6th Marines were scheduled to deploy to the Azores
under Major General Holland M. Smith but President Roosevelt decided to use them for the defense of Iceland.
It was decided to for a provisional Marine brigade at
Charleston, South Carolina using 6th Regiment and the 5th
Defense Battalion from Parris Island, South Carolina.

Prime Minister Churchill reviewing the U.S. 1st Marine
Brigade at Kaldadarnes, Iceland, 16 August 1941
Note that they are wearing the Polar Bear shoulder
patch of the British 49th Infantry Division
Pamela Tucker Photo—2006

HU Campbell and Bob Luster share a rest-stop in the night air of
Denver during their reunion after 51 years in 2006.
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In June of 1970 the principal function of the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion was to patrol the western fringes of the 1st
Marine Division’s Tactical Area Of Responsibility. The Reconnaissance Battalion had 48 six-man reconnaissance teams
available to patrol the mountainous area from the Elephant
Valley to the North Vietnamese Army’s Base Area 112 southwest of the Marine base at Da Nang. At any given time the
Battalion had half of its teams deployed.
The typical mission for a reconnaissance team would be to
conduct reconnaissance and surveillance operations within an
assigned area and to detect possible enemy troop movement or
arms infiltration. The team was to be prepared to call and adjust air or artillery on any target of opportunity.
Reconnaissance teams judiciously avoided contact with the
enemy and were usually extracted if detected. For several
years the Marine recon teams had been successful in calling
down destruction upon the enemy and the Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese Army regulars had become wary of them.
Enemy Counter Reconnaissance teams scoured the mountains
seeking to detect and destroy the Marines. When the enemy
detected a Marine recon team they usually were vicious and
suicidal in their mission to annihilate it.

SKETCH FROM FLAKEY
SNOW PATROL REPORT

FLAKEY SNOW— 14 JUNE 1970
1st Reconnaissance Battalion Operation Order #0679-70
called for its team Flakey Snow to be inserted deep in the
southwestern Que Son Mountains.
At 1122 on 14 June 1970 the six man Marine recon team,
accompanied by two South Korean Marines undergoing training, was inserted by helicopter into an area east of the village
of Ninh Long. Flakey Snow’s patrol consisted of Sgt FRANK
E. DIAZ, the Patrol Leader; HM3 OISON, Medical Corpsman;
Cpls DRAHN and VOGLEWEDE; Lance Corporal RAGSDALE; PFC GRACE; Cpl PARK SUNG KOO, ROKMC
Trainee and Cpl PARK SEUK NO, ROKMC Trainee.
The patrol began traveling north from their insertion site at
AT845328 (See map on page 6) on a well used trail and
minutes after starting they observed a tunnel about 50 meters
away which they thought might be the entrance to a bunker.
They waded a small stream about 18 inches deep further down
the trail and came upon what appeared to the a harbor site with
empty food cans and a fire pit. The site appeared to be several
days old. As they proceeded down the trail it began to rain.
The rain became extremely heavy and they decided to wait
until it stopped.
At 1220 less than five minutes after stopping they were
pelted by a heavy volume of small arms fire from a point 100
meters north of them. The volleys lasted only for a minute or
so and then stopped. Seconds later the heavy fire resumed and
they observed several groups of 3 and 4 enemy soldiers advancing toward them from the front, and both flanks, firing as
they advanced.
The team quickly formed a 180 degree defensive perimeter

with the stream to their rear and returned fire in rapid fashion
with their M16 rifles and M72 grenade launcher. The enemy
fire slacked and almost immediately they observed two of the
enemy rapidly moving toward them from the north and took
them under fire killing both. The enemy then began to advance
toward the team in multiple groups of three and four firing
their weapons and throwing grenades at the Marines as they
advanced. The waves of advancing enemy soldiers were supported by the fire of three heavy machine guns located to the
north, northeast and northwest.
Enemy strength was estimated at between 50 and 100. The
firefight continued with both sides firing weapons without
pause. The team’s fire took its toll upon the enemy and their
bodies began to stack in front of the Marines. The enemy
would try to drag their wounded back into the bush. Some of
the Marines used the dead enemy for cover.
Lance Corporal Gary Wayne Ragsdale was mortally
wounded during the firefight. Corporal Park Suek No received
a gunshot wound to his right thigh and Pfc Grace received a
shrapnel wound to the right shoulder from an exploding grenade.
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~ From United States Marines In Vietnam - Vietnamization and Redeployment ~
"On 14 June 1970, a team from Company E, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion fought the battalion's most severe patrol action
of the year. The team, identified by its radio call sign "Flakey
Snow," consisted of five enlisted Marines, a corpsman, and two
South Korean Marines assigned to the patrol as members of a
combined allied reconnaissance training program. Helicopters
inserted the patrol at 1122 on the 10th in the southwestern Cue
[sic] Sons about five miles west of FIB Ryder. Although deep
in the mountains, "Flakey Snow's" first area of operations was a
level region with no jungle canopy, but a secondary growth of
small trees, bushes, bamboo, and sharp-edged elephant grass.
The team's arrival was unopposed, and it moved northward
from its landing zone along a wide trail that showed signs of
recent, heavy use. After about an hour of uneventful walking,
the Marines crossed a small stream and turned eastward on an
intersecting trail. This trail, also obviously well traveled, ran
toward a hill where the patrol leader, Sergeant Frank E. Diaz,
planned to spend the night.
"Clouds closed in and heavy rain was falling. About 1220,
Diaz called a halt along the trail to wait until the rain stopped.
There the Marines heard heavy machine gun and automatic
weapons fire. Although no bullets seemed to be coming toward
them, the members of "Flakey Snow" formed a defensive perimeter with only the elephant grass for cover, and quietly readied their weapons. As they did, two Viet Cong, both armed with
AK-47s, came walking up the trail, "right into us," Diaz recalled. The Marines shot and killed both of them, but the firing
gave away their position. Diaz at once reported by radio that his
team was in contact.
"Contact quickly became heavy. From positions north, east,
and west of the Marines, an enemy unit, later estimated to have
been at least 50 men, opened fire with 12.7mm machine guns
and automatic weapons. The Marines, with their backs to the
stream they had just crossed, hugged the ground and returned
fire with M16s and their one M79 grenade launcher. Whether
the enemy was a counter-reconnaissance unit or simply a large
force encountered by chance was never established, but it was
obvious that they were determined to overwhelm "Flakey
Snow." "They really wanted to get us," Diaz reported later, "for
whatever reason they had in mind." The enemy began rushing
the Marine position in groups of three and four, firing and
throwing grenades. Some closed to within 30 feet of the Marines before being cut down. Bodies piled up in front of the
patrol. Diaz had his men pull two or three of the closest into a
barricade. One American Marine was mortally wounded and
another was hit in the shoulder by grenade fragments. A Korean
received a severe leg wound. "All this time," Diaz recalled, "we
could hear people moaning and groaning on both sides .... The
enemy just kept coming, and we just kept shooting and shooting."
"Diaz had called for an aerial observer, and an OV-10 arrived over the patrol at 1245. The aircraft at once began strafing
the enemy positions, causing some secondary explosions and
more "loud crying and moaning." At 1300, Cobra gunships arrived on station and added their machine guns and rockets to
Marine firepower. The closeness of the enemy to

"Flakey Snow" prevented use of artillery, but according to
Diaz the gunships were "really accurate and a great help in
getting us all out of there." In spite of this punishment, the
determined enemy hung on. Their fire slackened as the helicopters made their strafing passes, but then resumed.
"At 1345, CH-46s from HMM-263 arrived to extract the
team, but the wounded could not be hoisted out. The pilot of
one of the Sea Knights, Major Peter E. Benet, executive officer of HMM-263, managed to land close to the team, with
the nose of his aircraft hanging over the stream and the rear
wheels on the bank. Benet's copilot, 1st Lieutenant Peter F.
Goetz, reported that as the helicopter settled in, "we had to cut
down through the elephant grass with our blades, the elephant
grass was so high."
"Diaz at first thought that the helicopter had been shot
down. Then he saw the tailgate opening and began moving his
men toward it while he and the reconnaissance battalion extraction officer, who had jumped out of the gate with a rifle,
covered the withdrawal. Under continuing enemy fire, the
reconnaissance Marines scrambled on board carrying their
injured and dying. A few enemy tried to rush the withdrawing
team, but Diaz and the extraction officer gunned them down.
Lieutenant Goetz, monitoring the helicopter's radios, saw another enemy "pop up, right about our 11 o'clock, with an
AK .... It was really fortunate that one of the Cobras was passing over us at the time and spotted him and blasted him with
some rockets."
"At 1353, the helicopter lifted off with all members of
"Flakey Snow." Diaz and his men had only a magazine of
ammunition left between them and a single M79 round; the
helicopter crew had expended all the ammunition from their
two .50-caliber machine guns. At the price of one American
Marine dead of wounds, another slightly wounded, and a
South Korean Marine severely injured, "Flakey Snow" had
killed at least 18 enemy in front of the patrol's position. An
unknown number of enemy had been killed or wounded farther away, either by small arms and grenades, or by OV-10
and helicopter guns and rockets. Sergeant Diaz reported that
"the firefight was so intense, and the fire was coming from so
many directions, that the enemy themselves had killed their
own people, trying to get to us.""
84

AT846335 - FLAKEY SNOW
FIREFIGHT SITE

33
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TAYLOR - CAMPBELL- EDEN
USMC chaplain Father Dennis Edward O'Brien
was a Guadalcanal and Pelileu veteran of WWII,
11th Marines and the chaplain for the 1st Marine
Division Association. The following is his tribute
to veterans.

Some veterans bear visible signs of their service:
missing limb, a jagged scar, a certain look in the eye.

a

Others may carry the evidence inside them: a pin holding a bone
together, a piece of shrapnel in the leg - or perhaps another sort of
inner steel: the soul's ally forged in the refinery of adversity.
Except in parades, however, the men and women who have kept
America safe wear no badge or emblem.
You can't tell a vet just by looking.
What is a vet?
He is the cop on the beat who spent six months in Saudi Arabia
sweating two gallons a day making sure the armored personnel carriers didn't run out of fuel.
He is the barroom loudmouth, dumber than five wooden planks,
whose overgrown frat-boy behavior is outweighed a hundred times in
the cosmic scales by four hours of exquisite bravery near the 38th
parallel.
She - or he - is the nurse who fought against futility and went to sleep
sobbing every night for two solid years in Da Nang.
He is the POW who went away one person and came back another
- or didn't come back AT ALL.
He is the Quantico drill instructor who has never seen combat but has saved countless lives by turning slouchy, no-account rednecks
and gang members into Marines, and teaching them to watch each
other's backs.
He is the parade - riding Legionnaire who pins on his ribbons and
medals with a prosthetic hand.
He is the career quartermaster who watches the ribbons and medals pass him by.
He is the three anonymous heroes in The Tomb Of The Unknowns, whose presence at the Arlington National Cemetery must
forever preserve the memory of all the anonymous heroes whose valor
dies unrecognized with them on the battlefield or in the ocean's sunless deep.
He is the old guy bagging groceries at the supermarket - palsied
now and aggravatingly slow - who helped liberate a Nazi death camp
and who wishes all day long that his wife were still alive to hold him
when the nightmares come.
He is an ordinary and yet an extraordinary human being - a person
who offered some of his life's most vital years in the service of his
country, and who sacrificed his ambitions so others would not have to
sacrifice theirs.
He is a soldier and a savior and a sword against the darkness, and
he is nothing more than the finest, greatest testimony on behalf of the
finest, greatest nation ever known.
So remember, each time you see someone who has served our
country, just lean over and say Thank You. That's all most people
need, and in most cases it will mean more than any medals they could
have been awarded or were awarded.
Two little words that mean a lot, "THANK YOU".

H. Campbell Photo—1955

If you think this photograph is blurry…..you should
have seen the photographer through their young
eyes ! They were bound on the morrow to the icy
waters of the Bering Sea on OPERATION COWLEX
1956...an adventure they would not soon forget.
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BODFISH FOREVER
WE LOVE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WE ARE UNIQUE IN OUR INFORMALITY
WE RESPECT EACH OTHER
WE TAKE PRIDE IN TRADITION
WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
WE HONOR AND REMEMBER OUR VETERANS
WE ARE SO PROUD TO BE MARINES
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M-1918 Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR)
The M-1918 Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR) was an intermediate weapon, heavier than a rifle but lighter than a machine gun. It was
intended to provide a high rate of fire with a rifle cartridge (machinegun like) for at least one man in each infantry squad. But the BAR was
so heavy it was difficult to fire from the shoulder while at the same
time being too light to control in full automatic mode. Usually the
largest man in the squad was assigned to the BAR since considerable
physical strength was needed to manage it.
Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR), Cal. .30 M1918A2.
Despite the shortcomings of the weight of the weapon, the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR) was beloved by the infantry for its massive firepower, available on the spot within the squad. The Browning
Automatic Rifle (BAR) was often loaded with AP ammunition to
increase its effectiveness against vehicles, fortifications or ad hoc
cover. It was widely and successfully deployed by U.S. forces in WW
II and the Korean War.
The BAR used .30-06 cal. rifle cartridges in 20-round magazines.
The BAR provided an effective rate of fire of 550 rpm, and proved to
be a very reliable weapon during adverse operating conditions. The
BAR weighed 16 to 19 pounds (7.2 to 8.8 kg) empty, depending on
model, and was just under 4 feet long (47.8 inches / 1,214 mm).
The versions developed and manufactured for U.S. forces were:
M1918 (adopted 1917) was selective to fire either semi- or fullyautomatic. The M1918 did not have the shoulder support plate or bipod that was characteristic of later models. The M1918 had a blade
front sight and a leaf with aperture battle sight with aperture rear sight.
M1918A1 (adopted 1937) was selective to fire either semi- or
fully-automatic. It had a shoulder support plate hinged to the buttstock
and a spike type bipod. The M1918A1 had a blade front sight and a
leaf with aperture battle sight with aperture rear sight.
M1918A2 (1940) was fully-automatic, but selective at either Slow
(300-450 spm) or Fast (500-650 spm) rates of fire. The M1918A2 was
originally issued with a spike based removable stock rest which fitted
in a hole in the buttstock. It had a shorter hinged shoulder support
plate and a skid type bipod. Later modifications included a plastic
buttstock and the addition of a carrying handle. The M1918A2 had a
blade front sight and a leaf with aperture rear sight adjustable for
windage.

(Continued from page 5)

Sergeant Diaz asked for an armed Aerial Observer aircraft
and an OV-10 appeared at 1245 and immediately began strafing the enemy. Each time the aircraft made a pass it was fired
upon by enemy 122 mm light Anti-aircraft. The OV-10
silenced one of the AA positions and noted secondary explosions from the target and loud crying and moaning was heard
coming from the target area..
Cobra helicopter gunships appeared over Flakey Snow at
1300 and began firing rockets at the enemy. The enemy
ceased activity when the gunships were overhead but resumed
their attacks when the Cobras had passed….still intent upon
annihilating the patrol. Sergeant Diaz stated that loud crying
and moaning would come from the enemy positions after the
gunships passed and the enemy was firing so intensely that he
was sure they were shooting into one another.
HMM-263 CH-46 helicopters arrived over Flakey Snow at
1345 for medevac of their wounded but were unable to use
their jungle penetrator due to the weather, wind and enemy
fire. The medevac withdrew and the Cobra gunships resumed
working over concentrations of the enemy on the patrols front
and flanks.
At 1353 the CH-46 returned and the pilot set down on rear
wheels with the craft’s nose over the stream bed. Diaz
thought for a moment that the helicopter had been shot down.
The wash from the helicopter’s rotor was bending small trees
and elephant grass outward and the tailgate began to lower.
The wounded were loaded aboard under heavy fire from
the enemy as the patrol members continued to fell the still advancing enemy.
The Extract Officer pointed to the stack of enemy dead and
asked Diaz who they were. Diaz replied “dead enemy”.
With all patrol members on board the CH-46 lifted off under heavy fire from the enemy and returned to its landing zone.
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KILROY WAS HERE!
(for those old enough to remember this expression)
In 1946 the American Transit Association, through its radio
program, "Speak to America ," sponsored a nationwide contest
to find the REAL Kilroy, offering a prize of a real trolley car to
the person who could prove himself to be the genuine article.
Almost 40 men stepped forward to make that claim, but
only James Kilroy from Halifax , Massachusetts had evidence
of his identity.
Kilroy was a 46-year old shipyard worker during the war.
He worked as a checker at the Fore River Shipyard in Quincy .
His job was to go around and check on the number of rivets
completed. Riveters were on piecework and got paid by the
rivet.
Kilroy would count a block of rivets and put a check mark
in semi-waxed lumber chalk, so the rivets wouldn't be counted
twice. When Kilroy went off duty, the riveters would erase the
mark.
Later on, an off-shift inspector would come through and
count the rivets a second time, resulting in double pay for the
riveters.
One day Kilroy's boss called him into his office. The foreman was upset about all the wages being paid to riveters, and
asked him to investigate. It was then that he realized what had
been going on.
The tight spaces he had to crawl in to check the rivets didn't
lend themselves to lugging around a paint can and brush, so
Kilroy decided to stick with the waxy chalk. He continued to
put his checkmark on each job he inspected, but added KILROY WAS HERE in king-sized letters next to the check, and
eventually added the sketch of the chap with the long nose
peering over the fence and that became part of the Kilroy message. Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to wipe away
his marks.
Ordinarily the rivets and chalk marks would have been covered up with paint. ?With war on, however, ships were leaving
the Quincy Yard so fast that there wasn't time to paint them.
As a result, Kilroy's inspection "trademark" was seen by thousands of servicemen who boarded the troopships the yard produced. His message apparently rang a bell with the servicemen,
because they picked it up and spread it all over Europe and the
South Pacific. Before the war's end, "Kilroy" had been here,
there, and everywhere on the long haul to Berlin and Tokyo .

To the unfortunate troops outbound in those ships, however, he was a complete mystery; all they knew for sure was that
some jerk named Kilroy had "been there first." As a joke, U.S.
servicemen began placing the graffiti wherever they landed,
claiming it was already there when they arrived.
Kilroy became the U.S. super-GI who had always "already
been" wherever GIs went. It became a challenge to place the
logo in the most unlikely places imaginable (it is said to be
atop Mt. Everest , the Statue of Liberty , the underside of the
Arch De Triumphe, and even scrawled in the dust on the
moon.)
And as the war went on, the legend grew. Underwater
demolition teams routinely sneaked ashore on Japanese-held
islands in the Pacific to map the terrain for the coming invasions by U.S. troops (and thus, presumably, were the first GI's
there).
On one occasion, however, they reported seeing enemy
troops painting over the Kilroy logo!
In 1945, an outhouse was built for the exclusive use of
Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill at the Potsdam conference.
The first person inside was Stalin, who emerged and asked
his aide (in Russian), "Who is Kilroy?" .....
To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kilroy
brought along officials from the shipyard and some of the
riveters. He won the trolley car, which he gave to his nine
children as a Christmas gift and set it up as a playhouse in the
Kilroy front yard in Halifax, Massachusetts.
So now You Know!?

Buzz Penland

Forgot his name
Lou Mayers

H. Campbell Photo—1957

Recon Reflections Issue #29 - 1 April 2012- Page 9

Dana Perrino ( Fox News) describing an interview she
recently had with a Navy SEAL. After discussing all
the countries he had been sent to, she asked if they
had to learn several languages?
His reply: "No ma'am, we don't go there to talk."
~Rudyard Kipling ~

By Myrl Wallace
President, Los Angeles Chapter
1st Marine Division Association

H. Campbell Photo - 1955

Here we are to April and the 67th anniversary of the invasion of
Okinawa with Operation Iceberg. It was the largest and arguably the
most important battle of the Pacific Ocean area. We, as Marines of
the First Marine Division, have come to know the history of this
event quite well. The death of Ernie Pyle. The death of LGEN Simon
B. Buckner and the
subsequent assumption of his command
by LGEN Roy Geiger, USMC.
But April holds another significant date in our glorious history.
On 27 April 1805, 1st LT Presley O’Bannon, along with seven other
Marines who were part of a force of Greeks and Arabs led by American Consul William Eaton, raised the United States flag for the first
time over a conquered fortress of the Old World at Derne, a stronghold of the Tripolitan Pirates. Two Marines were killed and one
wounded on the assault of this walled city.
This is not a well known fact of history, and today it would be
purposely overlooked by the teachers of the pc school systems.
This is why we must teach our children and grand children the history lessons that we know they are not being taught.
Semper Fi
Myrl Wallace
~Shamelessly pilfered from the L. A. Chapter Newsletter~

DISCLAIMER
Fine Print Follows
Any distinctions made regarding truthfulness or the lack thereof in this publication are made at the risk of the distinctor and
are not the responsibility of the distinctee who caused the distinction to be brought into question. Likewise, all photographs
are to be considered as images only. No reality is either claimed directly or implied indirectly, obtusely or on purpose. No
model releases have been asked for or obtained from anyone victimized digitally. All copyrighted material was copied right.
This publication claims no endorsement from any government agency, Pizza Hut, Mariott Hotels, Buca di Beppo, Jack
Daniels Distillery, Café del Sol, the distillers of American Military Brandy, Toys-R-Us, Victoria’s Secret, Nabisco Fish
Crackers, Pepperidge Farms, the Pepsi-Cola Company, Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Bubba O’Malley’s Wild Irish Inn ‘
Boudro’s Texas Bistro or Mickey Finn MCL at MCB Quantico.
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