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"To lack intelligence is to be in the ring blindfolded." - General David M. Shoup USMC

1 September 2012

First Recon By Any Other Name Is Still FIRST RECON !
- Cpl Hubert E. “HU” Campbell -

THE IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVE
So…….you’ve looked for the 1st Reconnaissance
Company or the 1st Recon Battalion in World War II
and come up empty-handed. Take heart….relief is on
the way.
In a previous issue of Reflections we reviewed the
earliest history of ground reconnaissance in the First
Marine Division The article ended with notice that we
would continue the Recon saga to include ground
reconnaissance in World War II at a future date.
The time has now come to do so.
We were careful to recognize in a previous article
that the abundant “Recon” history on the internet is
artfully tailored to favor “Amphibious Recon” with only
casual and occasional reference to the entities
(established units or otherwise) that provided the actual
day-by-day battlefield intelligence so vital to the First
Marine Division and other Marine units laboring in the
Pacific Island campaigns. We will continue to make the
distinction between “Amphibious Recon” and ground
reconnaissance as we proceed. We do this simply to
bring ground reconnaissance out of the shadows to
which it has been relegated.
Recon Reflections Issue #29, 1 April, 2013, provides a brief outline of the history of 1st Recon from its
beginning as the 1st Tank Company in 1937 until the
1st Reconnaissance Battalion of 1958 came into existence.
HU

We are indebted to Bob Morris, the Membership
Chairman of the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion Association for the
loan of a copy of the remarkable memoir of Corporal Fred J.
Balester, a Scout in the 1st Marine Division’s Scout Company of
1942. Much of this issue is not an original work and is derived
from Balester’s memoir.
Beaucoup thanks Bob !

SCOUT COMPANIES EMERGE
(A short review)

At the beginning of 1941 the United States Marine Corps
consisted of two brigades. The 1st Marine Brigade was
activated 23
December
1913
at
Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, as the 1st Advance Base Brigade and was
redesignated 16 September 1935 As The 1st Marine
Brigade. The 2d Marine Brigade was activated 1 July
1936 at San
Diego, California, as the 2d Marine Brigade.
The 1st Marine Brigade contained the 1st Tank
Company which originated on 1 March1937.
On 1 February 1941 the 1st and 2d Marine Brigades
were formally established as the 1st and 2d Marine
Divisions respectively.
When the 1st Marine Division was established its
1st Tank Company was redesignated 1st Scout
Company. The Scout Company was organized with three
scout car platoons, each with four White M3A1 scout
cars, and a Scout Platoon with four 1/4 ton jeeps and
four motorcycles.
Stationed at New River Marine Corps Base at New
River, North Carolina, the Company continued training
for mechanized reconnaissance. While at New River the
Company’s platoons were assigned to the three regiments
of the Division. The 1st Platoon was assigned to the 1st
Marines the 2d Platoon to the 5th Marines and the 3d
Platoon to the 7th Marines.
On 16 June 1941 the 3d Scout Car Platoon of the
1st Scout Company was attached to the 1st Marine
Brigade (Provisional) for service in the occuation of Iceland. The 1st and 2d Platoons of the Company remained
at New River. The Brigade was disbanded 25 March 1942
upon its return to New York City and the 3d Scout Car
Platoon rejoined the Scout Company at New River. (See
Reflections Issue #29, April 2012 for an account of the
Iceland Brigade.)
(Continued on page 3)

Marine Scout/Snipers units originated due to the efforts of
Lieutenant Colonel William J. Whaling early in September of
1942 while the Division was at Guadalcanal. General
Vandegrift, the commanding general of the 1st Marine
Division, authorized Whaling to form a Scout/Sniper unit, the
Scout/Sniper Detachment, 1st Marine Division. Vandegrift,
long an admirer of Major Robert Rogers of 1775 French and
Indian Wars fame, envisioned Marines skilled in the crafts of
Roger’s colonial irregulars.
Whaling solicited volunteers who were able to demonstrate expert skills in woodcraft and marksmanship. He trained
his volunteers in survival skills, scouting and patrolling and
the ability to range far and wide beyond friendly lines without
detection. Once trained, many of the he graduates of Whaling’s schooling returned to their units to pass on their acquired
skills. Some of the men were kept in the Scout/Sniper
Detachment which, along with the 3d Battalion of the 2d
Marines, became known as the “Whaling Group”.
Beginning in October of 1942 the Whaling Group
conducted missions on Guadalcanal.
Members of the group were employed as guides for the
movement of units in the jungle and to confirm the location of
units. They were often used to conduct reconnaissance
missions for division operations and intelligence , G-3 and
G-2.
The success of the Scout/Snipers on Guadalcanal prompted General Vandegrift to authorize a Scout/Sniper platoon for
the Headuarters and Service Company of each of the division’s three regiments. The Scout/Snipers acted as artillery
observers in addition to their duties as snipers and conducting
reconnaissance patrols. They were also used to screen the
flanks of their units during movements and to explore thinly

held areas in search of the enemy.
By the end of January 1943 the Marine Corps had sniper
schools at Camp Lejeune and at Green’s Farm at Camp
Pendleton.

Colonel William J. Whaling — 1945 photograph

Captain Gene Breeze snarles at
HU’s continuous motormouth
expostulations.
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(Continued from page 1)

The United States declared war on the Empire of
Japan on December 7, 1941 as a result of the Japanese
attack at the Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Naval Base.
When the Platoons of the 1st Scout Company were
assigned to the 1st Marine Division Regiments the 1st
Platoon went to the 1st Marines. They travelled to San
Francisco by rail and were billeted aboard the M. S.
Ericsson, formerly the Swedish luxury liner “Kungsholm”.
The liner had been confiscated from the Swedish American Line shortly after December 7, 1941 in New York
Harbor. The troops were given liberal liberty privileges
until 26 May when the Ericsson sailed for New Zealand.
Upon their arrival in New Zealand on 14 June 1942
they remained billeted aboard the ship and were given
the task of unloading the Ericsson and combat loading
the division’s equipment on troop transports.
The Marines were given liberty while at Wellington,
New Zealand but on 30 June all liberty was cancelled and
the men knew something was about to happen. The
Division sailed from Wellington on 22 July 1942 for a
destination unknown to all but a few.
A pre-invasion maneuver was planned at Koro Island
in the Fiji’s and for four days (28-31 July) large scale boat
movements were practiced there.
At 0647 on the morning of 7 August, 1942 the
assault force of the 1st Marine Division went over the
side.
SCOUTS LEFT BEHIND
The 1st Scout Company had no role in the landing at
Guadalcanal. Instead, they were kept aboard the USS
McCawley (APA-4) during the initial assault on the first
day and helped with the ship’s unloading.
The following day they debarked the ship via landing
nets into tank lighters (LCT – Landing Craft Tank, a
larger version of the Higgens Boat used to land tanks.
These boats were manned by the U.S. Coast Guard).
Overall, the landing at Guadalcanal was virtually
unopposed by the Japanese who had fled inland after
the initial air and naval bombardment of the island. The
Japanese left most of their supplies and equipment behind.
The 1st Scouts, trained for mechanized reconnaissance for the 1st Tank Battalion, were afoot. Their M3A1
scout cars had been left in New Zealand with their Headquarters Platoon because they were deemed unsuitable
for use in the jungle environment of Guadalcanal. The
Scouts found themselves in the role for which every
Marine is initially trained, infantry riflemen.
The 1st Platoon of the Scout Company was attached
to the 1st Marine Regiment; the 2d Platoon to the 5th
Marines and the 3d Platoon to the 7th Marine Regiment.
Each of the regiments in the division and their intelligence sections had their own designated scouts so the
men of the 1st Scout Company platoons were uncertain
about their future assignment.

Suffer Patiently and Patiently Suffer
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(Continued on page 5)

With each passing year the annual 1st Reconnaissance Battalion Reunion becomes more meaningful to those who have
attained septuagenarian status and to their few seniors, all who
now face the prospect of their final extraction.
It is fruitless to attempt an explanation of the emotion that
attends the opportunity to stand again with comrades from
more than half a century ago. The bond of Marine brotherhood
that existed in those youthful years seem unbroken and continuing after so long a separation. Age and life experience have
strengthened and broadened the bond to include those who
followed us in service to the degree that those of the age of our
children have become comrades in the brotherhood.
While members of our small group pass into eternity with
each passing year, those of us who remain are reminded at each

Reunion that we, too, will soon pass. We have no fear that we
will be forgotten.
We have all been taught that those Marines who pass are
still alive in those who remain. We should all ask for the grace
to make this belief manifest in our lives and to strengthen the
bonds of Marine brotherhood while we are still able. HU

Only three of the ‘50’s Company “Wild Bunch” made it to Portland.
Jeff, Buzz’s son, accompanied him from nearby Beaverton, Oregon.
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It’s been called the greatest handgun ever made, and it
has barely changed sine 1911, when the legendary John
Browning designed it especially for the U.S. Military.
And now, the Colt .45 M1911 is making a big comeback,
now that the U.S. Marines have placed a $22.5 million order
for the Connecticut-made pistols.
The gun, which has been wielded on film by John Wayne
and in real life by Sgt. Alvin York and Maj. Audie Murphy, was
the standard-issue sidearm in the military for decades, until it
was replaced by the Beretta M9 in 1985.
"It just became an iconic part of military and American
history," Gerry Dinkel, CEO and president of Colt Defense,
told FoxNews.com.
The gun, one of the most successful pistols ever used at
Camp Perry's National Matches, a competition known to be
the main world event in artillery sports, has barely changed
since it's creation. Dinkel says that shows the gun's "elegant
design" just can't be improved on. And firearms experts agree.
"You can’t beat a .45 cartridge," Jack Lewis, firearms director for Cowan's Auctions, told FoxNews.com. "Some things
are hard to replace," he said. Colt Defense, based in Hartford,
Conn., will supply as many as 12,000 of the 200,000 U.S.
Marines with semi-automatic, tancolored M45 Close Quarter
Battle Pistols, and they will include spare parts and logistical
support. The gun has long been the weapon of choice for special
operations agents, thanks to its reliability and the stopping power of its massive bullets.

Their immediate future became clear when they were
directed to an area between the 1st and 5th Marines and
told to dig in and prepare for a possible Japanese attack.
Their bivouac area was in the Lever Brothers (Palmolive)
coconut plantation with the 1st Raider Battalion. The
Scouts were relieved that they were not told to camp in
the jungle.
Unloading the McCawley had been hard labor and
most of the men were so exhausted that they only dug
shallow trenches to sleep in. It was a sleepless night
when a Japanese machine gun fired upon the 5th Marines. Both the 5th and the 1st Marines returned the fire.
The lack of fire discipline alarmed the Scouts who felt
that they were caught in the middle of the fight.
The Japanese began to bomb the nearby airstrip
(named Henderson Field by the Marines) that they had
been building so the Scout Company spent most of its
first week ashore building a bomb shelter and making
their living area more comfortable.
The 1st Marines put the 1st Platoon of the Scout Company to the task of manning outposts forward of the regiment’s position. Outposts consisted of three men spaced
25 yards apart. Two of the men were armed with Springfield M1903 rifles, the third with a Thompson submachinegun. A rigid fire discipline was instituted and
each man was told that he must produce a body if he
fired his weapon. Fixed bayonets were ordered for the
riflemen.
On the outposts one man remained awake at all
times while the other two slept. The Scouts were wary of
the regiment’s 3d battalion which was directly behind
them. It was hoped that that the 10 percent in the battalion (so often mentioned in proverbs) would not be
prone to fire at noises and iishadows in the dark and forget that the Scouts were crouching between them and the
Japanese.
The 1st Regiment regularly sent patrols to their front.
They eventually figured out that they had an entire platoon of trained scouts at their disposal. Regimental intelligence began to coordinate its patrols with the Scout
Platoon Leader, Captain “Tex” Gillespie. There were no
maps of the jungle trails and the R-2 people assumed
that the Scouts “knew the way”.
(Continued on page 6)

"I'm really glad that they're keeping it in the American
economy," Lewis, who used the gun while he was in the
armed forces, said. "I was quite upset when they went to the
Beretta," Lewis said. Some reports suggest Marines are not
happy with their main Beretta M9s for their lack of accuracy
and stopping power. With M1911's now supplying Special
Ops, growing interest may lead to a better solution.
"To have the 1911 selected again for U. S. Forces 101
years after its initial introduction is just an incredible testament
to the timeless design and effectiveness of the Colt 1911,"
Dinkel said. "This is truly a gratifying contract award."
By Maegan Vazquez
Published July 28, 2012 | FoxNews.com
H. Campbell Photo—1956
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The fact that each of the Regiments in the Division
had Scout/Snipers already designated lessened the significance of the 1st Scout Company during the first days
of its stay on the island. By the time the Division was
ready to leave the Scouts were fully recognized as valuable assets to the regiments.

(Continued from page 5)

THE BATTLE OF THE TENARU
On 19 August 1942 a company strength 1st Marine
Regimental patrol scouted the east flank of the division
along the shoreline of the ocean. Local natives had reported that a large body of Japanese troops had landed
and were moving toward the division’s lines. The patrol
engaged a group of thirty enemy soldiers, all were killed.
The enemy troops appeared to be well-fed and in good
health. It was noted that a large number of the dead
were Japanese Officers. This alerted the Marines that
they would likely soon encounter a larger body of the
enemy.
The 1st Platoon of the Scout Company was not aware
of the 1st Marine encounter with the enemy but they
were quickly moved to the east flank of the division facing the Ilu (Tenaru) River with the ocean on their left
flank. The platoon was armed only with rifles and submac hine guns since their machine guns were left in New
Zealand with their scout cars. There was no mention of
bayonets during this deployment and the men became
wary and more alert.
The next morning, 20 August 1942, the 1st Platoon of
the Scout Company was replaced by the entire 2d Battalion of the 1st Marines, Colonel Pollack commanding. The
battalion immediately began to install barbed wire to
their front and the positioning of heavy machine guns
every thirty yards with automatic rifles in the intervals.
The front that had been assigned to less than 30 lightly
armed Scouts was now defended by 500 to 600 heavily
armed marines……three line companies and a heavy
weapons company. The Scout Platoon was moved to a
position several hundred yards to the rear of their previous front-line position.
The enemy was expected to approach the Marine
position via a sandsprit at the mouth of the Ilu (Tenaru)
River. This approach was covered by 37mm cannon
loaded with grape shot and canister. 60mm and 80mm
mortars were zeroed in for support.
As midnight approached, the Scout Platoon was kept
awake by a deafening roar emanating from their position
of the night before. The Japanese were throwing themselves against the Marines in a suicidal mass counterattack. The Battle of the Tenaru was underway.
The Scout Platoon witnessed the aftermath of the
battle in which the attacking Japanese force was nearly
annihilated and assisted in cleaning up the carnage from
the battle. The Japanese lost between 700 and 1000
men. The Marine casualties were 36 killed and 76
wounded. Japanese prisoners were put to the task of
carrying their dead comrades to bulldozed common
graves.
The 1st Platoon of the Scout Company spent its remaining three months on Guadalcanal conducting routine reconnaissance patrols. To its credit, the platoon
was careful not to find itself in a position to engage the
enemy, as their mission required, but usually found
itself at the disposal of the 1st Marine Regiment leading
reconnaissance patrols into the jungle or screening the
regimen’s flanks during movements.

AUSTRALIA
The main body of the 1st Marine Division left Guadalcanal on December 7, Pearl Harbor Day, and sailed to
Brisbane, Australia. Many of the Marines had suffered
greatly on Guadalcanal initially from the lack of proper
rations and then from the ravages of life in the tropical
jungle. Australia would become a haven for rest and recuperation. On December 14 the 1st Platoon of the 1st
Scout Company landed at Brisbane. They travelled by
rail to the top of Tambourine Mountain, 30 miles from
Brisbane, and were housed in a tent-camp that had been
constructed for them by the U. S. Army. The men had
roomy tents and cots with matresses. They were treated
to a steak dinner and gallons of fresh milk. Life was luxurious compared to their previous four months in the
damp jungle.
The Marines were issued new uniforms, courtesy of
the Sixth Army. The Scouts were bedecked with U. S.
Army khaki’s with Marine Corps insignia. Marine uniforms were in short supply.
At the Tambourine Mountain camp the men were
introduced to the unusually large local mosquitoes which
they quickly dubbed “Aussie Mossies”. 1st Platoon Scout
Fred Balester related that one “old timer” decided to capture some of the creatures by smearing blood on the inside of his helmet. When the mosquitoes drilled his helmet to get at the blood he bent their beaks over to prevent their escape. The “Aussie Mossies” flew away with
his helmet.
The mosquitoes caused many of the men to contract
malaria and it was decided to relocate them in order to
hasten their health recuperation and to restore their
battle-readiness. Near the end of January 1943 the Division embarked and sailed to Melbourne, Australia.
At Melbourne the 1st Platoon of the Scout Company
was stationed at the Melbourne Cricket Grounds near
downtown Melbourne, still attached to the 1st Marine
Regiment. The Fifth Marines were sent 30 miles down
the coast to Mount Martha. The Seventh Marines was
situated near the Fifth at a site known as Camp Balcomb. The Scout Company was again attached to the 1st
Tank Battalion which was located 70 miles inland at Ballarat.
In April of 1943 all platoons of the Scout Company
were reunited, detached from the Tank Battalion and
moved alongside the Fifth Marine regiment at Mount
Martha.
After ten months in Australia, they called it the “Land
of Oz”, the Scout Company was again ordered to embark.

This narrative will continue with PART II
in the next issue of Reflections.
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WE STOLE THE EAGLE FROM
THE AIR FORCE, THE ANCHOR
FROM THE NAVY AND THE
ROPE FROM THE ARMY.
ON THE SEVENTH DAY WHILE
GOD RESTED, WE OVERRAN
HIS PERIMETER, STOLE THE
GLOBE AND WE'VE BEEN
RUNNING THE WHOLE SHOW
EVER SINCE.
WE LIVE LIKE SOLDIERS, TALK
LIKE SAILORS, AND SLAP THE
HELL OUT OF BOTH OF THEM.
WARRIORS BY DAY,
LOVERS BY NIGHT,
PROFESSIONALS BY CHOICE,
ANDMARINES BY THE GRACE
OF GOD.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

THOMPSON .45 CAL SUB-MACHINEGUN
M1911 .45 CAL PISTOL
M1 .30 CAL CARBINE
REISING .45 CAL SUB-MACHINEGUN
M14 7.62MM RIFLE
M3A1 .45 CAL SUB-MACHINEGUN
US RIFLE CAL 30 M1 GARAND
BROWNING AUTOMATIC RIFLE (BAR)

Ray D. “Andy” Anderton Photo—1955
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SOURCES:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Jacob Charles Vouza was born in 1900 at Tasimboko, Guadalcanal, British Solomon Islands Protectorate, and educated at the South Seas Evangelical
Mission School there. In 1916 he joined the Solomon
Islands Protectorate Armed Constabulary, from which he
retired at the rank of sergeant major in 1941 after 25
years of service.
After the Japanese invaded his home island in World
War II, he returned to active duty with the British forces
and volunteered to work with the Coastwatchers.
Vouza's experience as a scout had already been
established when the 1st Marine Division landed on
Guadalcanal. On 7 August 1942 he rescued a downed
naval pilot from the USS Wasp who was shot down inside Japanese territory. He guided the pilot to friendly
lines where Vouza met the Marines for the first time.
Vouza then volunteered to scout behind enemy lines
for the Marines. On 27 August he was captured by the
Japanese while on a Marine Corps mission to locate
suspected enemy lookout stations. Having found a small
American flag in Vouza's loincloth, the Japanese tied
him to a tree and tired to force him to reveal information
about Allied forces. Vouza was questioned for hours, but
refused to talk. He was tortured and bayoneted about
the arms, throat, shoulder, face, and stomach, and left
to die.
He managed to free himself after his captors departed, and made his way through the miles of jungle to
American lines. There he gave valuable intelligence
information to the Marines about an impending
Japanese attack before accepting medical attention.

Balester, Valerie. Letters To Marc: reminiscences of a Marine Corps
Scout. Corporal Fred J. Balester.
Rottman, Gordon L. U. S. Marine Corps Order of Battle. Ground and
Air Units in the Pacific War, 1939–1945
Smith, George W. The Do-or-Die Men: The 1st Marine Raider Battalion at Guadalcanal
McMillan, George. The Old Breed—A History of the First Marine
Division in World War II
Shaw, Henry. First Offense: The Marine Campaign for Guadalcanal
McGrath, John J. Scouts Out ! : The Development of Reconnaissance
Units in Modern Armies.
Melson, Charles D. & Hannon, Paul: Marine Recon 1940-90
Wikipedia—the online encyclopedia was consulted frequently during
the preparation of the article on reconnaissance.

After spending 12 days in the hospital, Vouza then
returned to duty as the chief scout for the Marines. He
accompanied Lieutenant Colonel Evans. F. Carlson and
the 2d Marine Raider Battalion when they made their
30-day raid behind enemy lines at Guadalcanal.
Sergeant Major Vouza was highly decorated for his
World War II service. The Silver Star was presented to
him personally by Major General Alexander A.
Vandegrift, commanding general of the 1st Marine
Division, for refusing to give information under Japanese
torture. He also was awarded the Legion of Merit for outstanding service with the 2d Raider Battalion during
November and December 1942, and the British George
Medal for gallant conduct and exceptional devotion to
duty. He later received the Police Long Service Medal
and, in 1957, was made a Member of the British Empire
for long and faithful government service.
After the war, Vouza continued to serve his fellow
islanders. In 1949, he was appointed district headman,
and president of the Guadalcanal Council, from 19521958. He served as a member of the British Solomon
Islands Protectorate Advisory Council from 1950 to 1960.
He made many friends during his long association
with the U.S. Marine Corps and through the years was
continually visited on Guadalcanal by Marines. During
1968, Vouza visited the United States, where he was the
honored guest of the 1st Marine Division Association. In
1979, he was knighted by Britain's Queen Elizabeth II.
He died on 15 March 1984. -- Ann A. Ferrante
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The First Reconnaissance Battalion was honored with the
presence of the Chief Historian of the United States Marine
Corps, Major Charles D. Melson USMC (Ret), at its annual
luncheon during the Portland reunion. Major Melson introduced the Marine Corps History Division and presented a summary history of the battalion’s lineage.
Learn more about the Marine Corps History Division and
Marine Corps History at:
https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/SitePages/Home.aspx

CHARLES D. “CHUCK” MELSON
H. Campbell Photo—2012

CHARLES D. MELSON:
"Chuck"
Melson is the Chief Historian
for the U.S. Marine Corps, currently
with the Marine Corps University at
Quantico, Virginia. He served as a joint
historian with the U.S. Special Operations Command and the U.S. Central
Command. Chuck is the author,
co-author, or editor of volumes in the
official
series U.S. Marine Operations
in
Vietnam, U.S. Marines in the
Persian Gulf, and U.S. Marines in the
Global War on Terrorism as well as
other published monographs, articles,
and reviews. He has also been a history lecturer, museum director, consultant, and military officer. His education
includes degrees in Liberal Arts from
St. John's College, Annapolis, Maryland
and in History and Fine Arts from
Sonoma State University, Rohnert
Park, California. His is married with
two children and lives on Kent Island in
Maryland.
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History, Legend, or Sea Story ??

If you enlisted when this was first issued
…

- Your Commandant: Maj. Gen. George Barnett.
- Monthly Pay Base: E-1 (30.00)
- Major Engagements: World War I.
- Converse All-Star manufactures the first tennis shoe
- The modern zipper is patented.
- The 2 millionth Ford Model T rolls off the line.
- The hot water heater is invented.
(Get off your butts and figure out what the year was ! … Must we do everything for you ??)

BODFISH FOREVER
WE LOVE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WE ARE UNIQUE IN OUR INFORMALITY
WE RESPECT EACH OTHER
WE TAKE PRIDE IN TRADITION
WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
WE HONOR AND REMEMBER OUR VETERANS
WE ARE SO PROUD TO BE MARINES

Lucy Brewer (or Eliza Bowen, or Louisa Baker) is the pen name of
a writer who purported to be the first woman in the United States
Marines, serving aboard the USS Constitution. Brewer's adventures
were probably written by Nathaniel Hill Wright (1787–1824) or
Wright's publisher, Nathaniel Coverly
According to "her" book The Female Marine (original title: (The
Adventures of Lucy Brewer), Brewer supposedly grew up on a farm
near Plymouth, Massachusetts and, at age 16, fell in love with a boy
named Henry. When she became pregnant, Henry refused to marry her,
and she set out for Boston. In Boston, Lucy was tricked into prostitution after her baby died in childbirth. This series of seduction and
betrayal precisely follows the strict line of the romance genre—until,
that is, motivated by a patriotic desire to fight in the War of 1812,
Lucy tricked her way onto the Constitution, pretending to be a man
named George Baker.
She served valiantly for three years and in many naval battles
against the British before being honorably discharged, all the while
keeping her true gender a secret. The book ends with Lucy returning to
Plymouth as a woman and settling down into traditional married life.
"She displays resourcefulness, self-reliance, and mobility—
characteristics commonly deemed male that this female marine appropriates to deal with her extraordinary predicament," Elizabeth Reis
notes. In the end, though, "All's well that ends well in The Female
Marine, as characters revert to their true natures, aligned with
prescribed categories of gender and sex. The chaotic world of gender
impersonation settles into one of blissful morality, and Lucy accepts
the conventions of the cult of true womanhood."
No one by the name of Lucy Brewer (or that of her other pseudonyms, or that of her husband) can be found in historical records; in
addition, it is highly unlikely a woman could have disguised herself for
three years on the Constitution, as the crew had little to no privacy.
(For example, no toilet facilities or private quarters existed on the ship,
and physical examinations were thorough in the Marines.) In addition,
The Female Marine's identifying details of the Constitution's travels
and battles are nearly verbatim to accounts published by the ship's
commanders in contemporary newspapers.
In 1816, shortly after the publication of the first edition of The
Female Marine, a woman named Rachel Sperry, claiming to have run
the brothel into which Brewer was supposedly tricked, wrote "A Brief
Reply" to Brewer's tale. Sperry wanted "to give her all the praise to
which she is entitled, in justice to her" military exploits, but claimed
that rather than being tricked into prostitution, Brewer made "rapid
progress in all the deceptive arts of harlotry" – deceptive arts, she implies, that served her well in tricking her way onto the Constitution.
Rachel Sperry has no more historical record than Brewer, but the
publication of "her" "Brief Reply" both spurred public interest in and
gave weight to the legitimacy and veracity of The Female Marine. As
recently as 1963, in fact, the story was regarded as factual by some
accounts.
Source: Wikipedia. This would make a great research project for
any wannabee Marine history maven. Find more at Wikipedia.
(The background image is purported to be that of the fair Lucy)

DISCLAIMER
Fine Print Follows
Any distinctions made regarding truthfulness or the lack thereof in this publication are made at the risk of the distinctor and
are not the responsibility of the distinctee who caused the distinction to be brought into question. Likewise, all photographs
are to be considered as images only. No reality is either claimed directly or implied indirectly, obtusely or on purpose. No
model releases have been asked for or obtained from anyone victimized digitally. All copyrighted material was copied right.
This publication claims no endorsement from any government agency, Pizza Hut, Mariott Hotels, Buca di Beppo, Jack
Daniels Distillery, Café del Sol, the distillers of American Military Brandy, Toys-R-Us, Victoria’s Secret, Nabisco Fish
Crackers, Pepperidge Farms, the Pepsi-Cola Company, Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Bubba O’Malley’s Wild Irish Inn ‘
Boudro’s Texas Bistro, Mickey Finn MCL or the Officers Club at MCB Quantico or The Old Spaghetti Factory of Portland
Oregon..
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