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“The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting.” ― Sun Tzu, The Art of War—ca 450 BC

MARINE ADVISORS
2 August 1954 marks the beginning of the United States
Marine Corps’ involvement in the Vietnam War. It was on this
date that Lieutenant Colonel Victor Croizat arrived in Vietnam to
serve as a liaison officer with the United States Military Assistance and Advisory Group to the Republic of Vietnam.
At that date the Marine presence in Vietnam consisted of
Croizat and an eleven man Marine security detachment at the
United States Embassy in the country.
During the eight years from 1954 until April 1962 the activities of Marine personnel in Vietnam were primarily advisory in
nature. During this time period the Marine presence in Vietnam
was carefully tailored to give the impression that Marines were
not directly involved in the armed conflict.
HELICOPTER COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT
Midway in April of 1962 Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 362 (HMM-362), then commanded by Lieutenant Colonel
Archie Clapp, was deployed to provide combat service support
for the infant South Vietnamese Army.
Most of the published accounts of U. S. involvement in
Vietnam indicate that the next major development was the
commitment of Marine Detachment, Advisory Team One, commanded by Major Alfred M. Gray Jr.,with the mission of
gathering signals intelligence. Gray’s detachment is often said
to be the first Marine ground unit to be deployed in Vietnam.
Operation Shufly was classified as a “Top Secret” endeavor.
Most of its participants knew nothing of their mission until they
were underway. Many of the details leading up to the deployments in the operation are still obscured by the mission’s classification.
GUNNERY SERGEANT “RANGER” MCCAIN
In a previous edition of Reflections we chronicled the life of
Gunnery Sergeant James Edd “Ranger” McCain.
Gunnery Sergeant James Edd “Ranger” McCain served as
Gunnery Sergeant of the First Marine Division’s Reconnaissance
Company for a period in 1955. He left First Recon and eventually found his way to the Third Marine Division Schools where,
in 1963, he hand-trained what is believed by many to be the
first armed combat Marines to set foot in Vietnam.
During the months of April and May of 1963 a Sub-unit of
Marine Air Group 16 was assigned to 3rd Marine Division
Schools at Camp Hanson, Okinawa. The unit, Sub-unit 5, was
said to be hand-picked for a Top Secret mission in Vietnam.
Several Marines in the platoon-sized unit of less than 60 men
were from reconnaissance units in the 3d Marine Division. Some
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specialized Military Police backgrounds others had even more
exotic qualifications.
The training of Sub-unit 5 was conducted almost exclusively
by Gunnery Sergeant James E. “Ranger” McCain who had
become the the Counter Guerrilla Warfare Instructor with
Division Schools. Only a few knew the true nature of the
mission that Sub-Unit 5 was training for. One man said that
they were “hidden” in Marine Air Group 16. McCain trained the
men to deal with the Central Intelligence Agency and in counter
guerilla operations. Part of their time was spent in raw wilderness survival training at the Division’s Northern Training Area
near Camp Schwab, Okinawa.
History now reveals that McCain‟s assignment was to train
Sub-5 to protect the air base at DaNang against guerilla operations as it was being developed for the first Marine overt combat
action in Vietnam, the [then] Top Secret Operation Shufly. One
member of the group stated that they also did other work for the
Corps “in the bush”.
The Gunny‟s official service record shows only one period of
service in Vietnam. For three weeks in March of 1962 he was
part of a Counter Guerilla Warfare team there. He later confided
to those closest to him that he had been to Vietnam more than
once…….witness again the nature of his job and the secrecy that
surrounded the operations that his trainees would participate in.
We are told that he wanted to accompany Sub-5 to Vietnam but
was denied permission. He was ordered to remain at Division
Schools to train their replacements. It is said that he petitioned
his commanding general to no avail.
Sub-Unit 5 went to Vietnam and was re-designated Marine
Air Base Squadron 16 sub 2 as part of Operation Shufly, Marine
Task Element 79.3.3.6.
The Editor has read two interviews of men trained by Gunny
McCain for the Shufly mission. There is more than one blog on
the internet complaining that the Sub 5 (Sub 2) unit should be
recognized. All appear to be reluctant to discuss the specifics of
their mission(s) as part of Shufly. We might safely assume that
they spent time in the enemy infested environs around the early
Da Nang air base neutralizing the insurgents who harassed the
development of the base. Lt. Colonel H. F. Brown, in the MAG16 Command Diary for April of 1963, remarks that the activity of
the enemy was increasing on the perimeter of the Da Nang base.
Lieutenant General Lewis B. Puller once commented to
Douglas Southall Freeman, the noted historian, that the best
sources for an accurate history of an armed conflict are not to be
found in the official records. The commonly perceived meaning
of Puller’s remark is that the Official Records are not always accurate…….or, at best, seldom complete.
(Continued on next page)
Background photo of Marines exiting KC-130 at Soc Trang
by Dickey Chapelle

(Continued from previous page)

Little has been said about the Recon Marines “hidden”
in MAG-16. The Command Diary of MAG-16 for 2 April 1963
recognizes their arrival with:
“KC-130 arrived with Recon Platoon from Third Marine Division
aboard. The Platoons consisted of 46 men and one officer.”
That and a single statement about them in the official Marine Corps history covering Shufly:
THE ADVISORY AND COMBAT ASSISTANCE ERA

1954-1964 – PAGE 117

“Improvements in the compound continued to be made under the task
element's new commander, Lieutenant Colonel Brown. In April action was
taken on an earlier request for the assignment of a security detachment to
guard the Marine area. A reconnaissance platoon of 47 Marines from the 3d
Marine Division joined the task element, thus freeing the men of the helicopter
squadron and the MABS-16 sub unit of the important secondary responsibility
they had held since the task unit's deployment to Soc Trang. The assignment of
the ground Marines was timely in that it corresponded with a reduction by the
ARVN of its forces guarding the perimeter of the Da Nang airbase. One Marine general later observed that with the arrival of the infantry unit, "
the
air-ground team was in being in Vietnam."
“
THERE WE HAVE IT ! ……..AN ARMED MARINE RECON UNIT ON
THE GROUND AT DA NANG ON 2 APRIL 1963……………….HOW
‘BOUT THAT ?!

Marine Barracks, Washington (commonly known to
Marines as "8th and Eye") is located in Southeast Washington on a quadrangle of land situated between 8th and
9th Streets and "G" and "I" Streets. Within the confines
of Marine Barracks stands the Commandant's House, the
official residence of all but the first two Commandants
who have headed the Marine Corps during its long history. The Commandant's House is supposed to be the oldest
public building in continuous use in the Nation's Capital.
It owes its claim as the oldest building to the fact that the
British failed to destroy it during their raid on Washington in August 1814. They burned the Capitol, the White
House, and most of the other public buildings in retaliation for a similar American raid on Toronto the previous
summer. This rather conspicuous omission gave rise to
speculation which later attained the status of legend. The
favorite theory for this fact is that the magnificent stand
of the Marines during the fighting at Bladensburg so impressed General Ross that he ordered the House and Barracks left untouched as a gesture of soldierly respect

http://www.barracks.marines.mil/
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Meet America's first war dog, a stray Pit Bull/
Terrier mix, named Stubby. He became Sgt. Stubby,
was the most decorated war dog of World War I and
the only dog to be promoted to sergeant through
combat.

Stubby entered combat on February 5, 1918 at
Chemin Des Dames, north of Soissons, and was under
constant fire, day and night for over a month. In April
1918, during a raid to take Schieprey, Stubby was
wounded in the foreleg by the retreating Germans
throwing hand grenades. He was sent to the rear for
convalescence, and as he had done on the front was able
to improve morale. When he recovered from his wounds,
Stubby returned to the trenches.

One day he appeared at Yale Field in New Haven,
Connecticut; while a group of soldiers were training,
stopping to make friends with soldiers as they drilled.
One soldier, Corporal Robert Conroy, developed a
fondness for the dog. He named him Stubby because of
his short legs. When it became time for the outfit to ship
out, Conroy hid Stubby on board the troop ship. In order
to keep the dog, the private taught him to salute his
commanding officers warming their hearts to him.

After being gassed and nearly dying himself, Stubby
learned to warn his unit of poison gas attacks, continued to locate wounded soldiers in no man's land, and
since he could hear the whine of incoming artillery shells
before humans could, became very adept at letting his
unit know when to duck for cover.
Stubby served with the 102nd Infantry, 26th
(Yankee) Division in the trenches in France for 18
months and participated in four offensives and 18
battles. The loud noise of the bombs and gun fire did not
bother him. He was never content to stay in the trenches
but went out and found wounded soldiers.

LEARN MORE ABOUT STUBBY HERE:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergeant_Stubby
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(Continued from previous page)

Following the retaking of Chateau-Thierry by the
US, the thankful women of the town made Stubby
a chamois coat on which were pinned his many
medals. There is also a legend that while in Paris
with Corporal Conroy, Stubby saved a young girl

He was solely responsible for capturing a German
spy in the Argonne. The spy made the mistake of
speaking German to him when they were alone.
Stubby knew he was no ally and attacked him biting and holding on to him by the seat of his pants
until his comrades could secure him.

After returning home, Stubby became a celebrity
and marched in, and normally led, many parades
across the country. He met Presidents Woodrow
Wilson, Calvin Coolidge, and Warren G. Harding.
Starting in 1921, he attended Georgetown University Law Center with Conroy, and became the
Georgetown Hoyas' team mascot. He would be given the football at halftime and would nudge the
ball around the field to the amusement of the fans.
(Continued on next page)

Once again Sergeant John Camara responds in true Yoeman style by sharing
this wonderful story of Stubby, America’s
first war dog. You may visit John by going
to his website:
http://reconmarine.com/
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A Soldier, a Sailor, an Airman and a Marine got into an
argument about which branch of the service was "The
Best." The arguing became so heated the four service
men failed to see an oncoming truck as they crossed the
street.
They were hit by the truck and killed instantly. Soon,
the four servicemen found themselves at the Pearly
gates of Heaven. There, they met Saint Peter and decided that only he could be the ultimate source of truth
and honesty.
So, the four servicemen asked him, "Saint Peter, which
branch of the United States Armed Forces is the best?"
Saint Peter replied, "I can't answer that. However, I will
ask God what He thinks the next time I see Him. Meanwhile, thank you for your service on Earth and welcome
to Heaven."
Sometime later the four servicemen see Saint Peter and
remind him of the question they had asked when first
entering Heaven. The four servicemen asked Saint Peter
if he was able to find the answer. Suddenly, a sparkling
white dove lands on Saint Peter's shoulder.
In the dove's beak is a note glistening with gold dust.
Saint Peter opens the note, trumpets blare, gold dust
drifts into the air, harps play crescendos and Saint Peter
begins to read the note aloud to the four servicemen:
Memorandum From: The Desk Of The ALMIGHTY ONE
TO: All Former Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines
SUBJECT: Which Military Service Is the Best
1. All branches of the United States Armed Forces are
honorable and noble.

Stubby was made a life member of the American
Legion, the Red Cross, and the YMCA. In 1921, the Humane Education Society awarded him a special gold medal
for service to his country. It was presented by General
John Pershing.

2. Each serves America well and with distinction.
3. Serving in the United States military represents a
great honor warranting special respect, tribute, and
dedication from your fellow man.
4. Always be proud of that.
Warm regards,
GOD, U.S.M.C. (Retired)
Beaucoup thanks to Captain Eugene
Breeze, USMC (Retired),
Platoon Sergeant 3d Platoon, Reconnaissance Company, HqBn, 1st MarDiv, Korea, for
forwarding this informative piece in
response to our plea.
Semper Fidelis, Gene.

In 1926, Stubby died in Conroy's arms. His remains
are featured in The Price of Freedom: Americans at War
exhibit at the Smithsonian. Stubby was honored with a
brick in the Walk of Honor at the United States World
War I monument, Liberty Memorial, in Kansas City at a
ceremony held on Armistice Day, November 11, 2006.
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Although we have published this remarkable
document on a previous occasion; we submit it here to
show that Reconnaissance Company was not without
its canine hero in Korea. The citation was found in the
Company’s official Awards and Commendations file.
HU
Mohandas Gandhi, an Autobiography, page 446.

Editor’s Note: Historical revisionism (negationism)
The Gandhi quotation printed above was posted by a Facebook
account holder Natural News recently. Facebook saw fit to
suspend Natural News’ Facebook account simply for posting
this quote.
HU
TAYLOR

TRUIN

scoutr831@ameritech.net
H. Campbell Photo—1956
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The summer of 1955 was unusually hot at Camp
Pendleton and the feverish pace of training in Recon
Company found most of us seeking hydration or shade at
every opportunity.
Our gunnery sergeant, Jim Edd McCain (he preferred
to be called “Ranger McCain”) entertained himself by push-

ing us to a point near our limits physically. Everything we did
was a physical exercise…….from the morning run to evening
chow.
The gunney had several activities which he favored to keep
us in shape. “Give me ten” or “Give me twenty” was a signal
to drop and give him push-ups. Any Marine who ever served
under the “Ranger” will testify that he had a penchant for pushups. He, himself, could out-push any challenger.
McCain reserved other physical activities as a form of discipline or punishment. One such was being sent on a mission
to the “Hill”. Somewhere near a mile from our barracks
(building 15-B-9, located in the Headquarters Battalion area
“Mainside”) stood an imposing hill. Morro Hill was the most
prominent feature on the skyline surrounding us. A well-worn
trail weaved through the boonies from 15-B-9 to testify that
many pilgrimages had been made to the hill. There was no trail
to the crest of the hill and reaching it required an exhausting
climb that would jade a seasoned athlete.
In ancient times, the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey had
placed a brass marker in the rock at the crest of Morro Hill.
A Typical Coast And Geodetic Survey Marker

H. Campbell Photo –2009
Morro Hill as it appeared in recent years (2009) . This photo was
taken from the field where barracks 15-B-9 once stood. 1st
Recon Company was billeted there from it return from Korea in
April of 1955 until it moved to Camp Horno in May of 1957.

One hot afternoon in the summer of 1955 three men were
sent on a mission to return with the number of letters in part of
the inscription on the survey marker. The three set out on the
mission , dreading the ordeal before them. When the trio were
out of sight of the barracks one of the men signaled the others
to stop and rest. When they were seated he produced a photograph of the survey marker that he had taken on a previous trip
to the hill. The three pilgrims studied the photograph and took
notes to satisfy the requirements of their mission. The man
who owned the photo told the other two that the gunney had
ordered them to return with the information on the marker……….he did not, the man said……..order them to go to the
hill.
The crafty trio then napped for a portion of the afternoon
before travelling back to the Company area. They began to
double-time when they came within sight of the barracks.
Their notes were presented to the “Ranger” and they resumed
the day’s activity with the rest of the Company…….well rested
and satisfied that they had pulled a fast one on the gunney.

This Is NOT The Marker On Morro Hill
This marker was well known to many who were disciplined by Ranger McCain.
The Gunney would often send his charges on missions to
Morro Hill with orders to return with a sketch of some portion
of the marker or some description of one of its features. If you
were sent on one of these special missions you were usually
told to do it “on the double”.

BODFISH FOREVER
WE LOVE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WE ARE UNIQUE IN OUR INFORMALITY
WE RESPECT EACH OTHER
WE TAKE PRIDE IN TRADITION
WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
WE HONOR AND REMEMBER OUR VETERANS
WE ARE SO PROUD TO BE MARINES

Recon Reflections Issue #37-1 February 2013- Page 7

(Out Of Several Times That Many)
Look at their faces and remember what they gave you

Anderton

TSgt. McCain

Haman

Luster

Anderson, F. O.
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Breeze

Mr. Higgins built a boat,
I’d say it was first class.
It wasn’t much for lookin’,
And it wasn’t very fast
But when it came to landings
And you’re headin’ for the wall,
It was good to have beneath you
When you answered to the call!
I’ve had them waiting far below me,
When I scrambled down the net.
There in all that darkness,
Was I scared? Well, you bet!
And if ol’ mister Higgins,
Is alive in this here day,
Let’s give him a party,
Just so we can say,
Many thanks Mr. Higgins,
You’ve done yourself real proud !

A war correspondent in Korea during the war told the
following story:
In an R & R area, well south of the action, there were
two separate camps. The first was a well equipped US
Army camp that served high quality hot food and had warm
sleep areas. The other was a somewhat bedraggled
ollection of secondhand tents, with poor quality services
available to the war-weary Marines.
The army camp sported a large elaborate sign at their
front gate which stated:

"WITHIN THESE WALLS
RESIDE SOLDIERS WHO
ARE SECOND TO NONE”
In front of the shabby Marine camp was hung a poorly
hand painted sign, which simply read:

Corporal Robert L. Cook
Jan. 42~Sept. 45
Robert Cook served with Reg. Weapons Co.(2d-2d)
from 1942~44, at Guadalcanal & Tarawa,
during a 33-month overseas tour
H. Campbell Photo—1956

"NONE"

Who else remembers the major butt-puckering experience of descending the net into the Wantuck’s Higgins
Boat and praying that you ended up in the bobbing boat
and not in the icy waters of the Bering Sea? Did we
really do them excitin’ thing in the ancient days of our
youth?
HU
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ENGLISH SOLDIER’S KIT—A SURVEY OF THE CLOTHING

In the mid 50’s qualified members of Reconnaissance
Company were encouraged to use the Company’s SCUBA gear
for recreation. The limited availability of the equipment made
it a real occasion if you got to use it. Senior members of the
third platoon appeared to have a priority when it came to
checking out the gear……(RHIP).
This photograph shows Jim Satterwhite sporting a respectable flounder which he managed to spear on a recreational
hiatus.. Bob Luster often told the story of how they took the
fish to a restaurant in Oceanside and had the chef prepare it for
them.
Jim mustered into eternity on 15 August. 2008. He was 73
years old and was still a Gung Ho enthusiastic active member
of the Air, Land, NC Marine Corps League Detachment #1257
in Wake Forest, North Carolina. His Detachment published
a memorial tribute to him in their newsletter . That tribute can
be seen at:
http://www.angelfire.com/planet/airlandnc/
Newsletters/2008_09_NL.pdf
There you will see a nice portrait of Jim and a very rare
photograph of Recon Company’s original 1955 patch.

DISCLAIMER
Fine Print Follows
Any distinctions made regarding truthfulness or the lack thereof in this publication are made at the risk of the
distinctor and are not the responsibility of the distinctee who caused the distinction to be brought into question.
Likewise, all photographs are to be considered as images only. No reality is either claimed directly or implied indirectly, obtusely or on purpose. No model releases have been asked for or obtained from anyone victimized digitally. All
copyrighted material was copied right. This publication claims no endorsement from any government agency, Pizza
Hut, Mariott Hotels, Buca di Beppo, Jack Daniels Distillery, Café del Sol, the distillers of American Military Brandy,
Toys-R-Us, Victoria’s Secret, Nabisco Fish Crackers, Pepperidge Farms, the Pepsi-Cola Company, Gaylord Opryland
Hotel, Bubba O’Malley’s Wild Irish Inn ‘ Boudro’s Texas Bistro, Mickey Finn MCL or the Officers Club at MCB
Quantico or The Old Spaghetti Factory of Portland Oregon..
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