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The United States Marine Corps had well established reconnaissance units before Marine Raiders
existed, before Amphibious Reconnaissance Units existed, before the Atomic Bomb or Fleet Marine Force
Recon Companies existed and before Marine Corps Test Unit #1 came into existence.
Editors Note:
Last year Bill Hay sent an article posted by one of the current “Special Ops” websites which stated boldly that Marine Reconnaissance is a direct result of the
atomic bomb and then (paradoxically) that Marine Reconnaissance began with the Raiders and an Amphibious Recon Company of WW II. The article avows that
Marine Reconnaissance owes much to the long ago short-lived and now defunct Marine Corps Test Unit #1.
As a student of Marine Reconnaissance history for more than 59 years I consider the premise(s) of the article to be both inaccurate and purposely misleading.
We will attempt here to offer an objective historical answer to each one of the claims stated in the article (as stated above).
We readily acknowledge the accomplishment and sacrifice of the many brave members of Fleet Marine Force Reconnaissance Companies in Vietnam where they
served as integral companies in the Division Reconnaissance Battalions. We also acknowledge that the modern Marine “Force” reconnaissance units did have a
direct action mandate on many of their missions.......by definition, though, true military reconnaissance does not include and actually discourages any direct contact
with the enemy. We do not fail to recognize that the Marine Corps Test Unit #1 served a useful purpose at a time when doctrine was required when many in high
echelons erroneously considered it time to retire ground warfare units in preparation for nuclear warfare.
HU

No discussion of Marine Reconnaissance should
be undertaken without a clear understanding of
what reconnaissance consists of.
The Oxford Thesaurus listing for reconnaissance is:
reconnaissance n. survey, look-see, scouting
mission, observation, reconnoitering

Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary states:
noun [f.lit., recognition, fr. MF reconoissance]
:a preliminary survey to gain information; esp
: an exploratory military survey of enemy territory

Webster defines scout as “one sent to obtain information;
esp: a soldier ship, or plane sent out in war to reconnoiter”

Webster expands his definition of scout to include:
a: The act of scouting. b: a scouting expedition: RECONNAISSANCE

As a three year veteran of the First Marine Division Reconnaissance Company and as a member of
the cadre that formed Charlie Company of the First
Reconnaissance Battalion in 1957, the present

writer can attest to the fact that his instructions
were that the primary mission of a Marine Reconnaissance unit was to gain intelligence about the
enemy. Until 1957 the First Marine Division had
only one Reconnaissance Company, a part of the
Division’s Headquarter Battalion. The Company
served at the pleasure of the Commanding General
of the Division and his Operations and Intelligence
officers.
The Company was small, and lightly armed. Its
primary mission was to gain information about the
enemy and the terrain of the battlefield which he
occupied. Many of the members of the Reconnaissance Company had training at the Army’s Fort Riley Intelligence School.
The present face of Fleet Marine Force Recon is
not an historic one. The adherents to the myth that
the origin of the Fleet Marine Force Recon units is
with the World War II Raiders might consult history
as to the reason the Raider were formed and the
missions that they performed. The Raiders were
not reconnaissance units......they were formed to
(Continued on next page)

(Continued from previous page)

Raid small islands in the Pacific war zone. Shortly after those
islands were secured the Raiders were disbanded. They did
not continue as Marine reconnaissance units.
The article referred to above begins with the statement that
Marine reconnaissance got its start in World War II with the
Raiders and the 1st Marine Division’s Amphibious Reconnaissance Company.
The writer of that article then states (in spite of his claim
about the Raiders and an Amphibious Reconnaissance Company) that much of what Marine reconnaissance is today is
thanks to Marine Corps Test Unit #1.
1. The myth that Marine reconnaissance began with the
Raiders (activated in February of 1942) ignores the fact that
the 1st Marine division had a designated Scout Company at the
time of its activation on board the battleship Texas (activated
February 1, 1941). This Scout Company began as the 1st
Tank Company which originated in the 1st Marine Brigade
in 1937. It was redesignated as 1st Scout Company when the
Brigades became Divisions. This unit, consisting of three
Scout Car Platoons, each with four M3A1 scout cars and a
Scout Platoon with four 1/4 ton Jeeps and four motorcycles.
The motorcycles were referred to as “The Motorcycle Squad”
The First Scout Company was part of the 1st Marine Division at Guadalcanal in 1942 and had a platoon in Iceland with
the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade before World War II began.......consult any reliable order of battle for World War II to
verify the existence of these units at that time. They were bona-fide Marine Reconnaissence units before the Amphibious
Reconnaissance Companies, the atomic bomb, Test Unit #1 or
the Fleet Marine Force Reconnaissance Company(s) existed.
These same transitions occurred in the 2d Marine Division
with the formation of the 2nd Scout Company.
2. The 1st and 2d Scout Companies were in existence
before the first Amphibious Reconnaissance Company. The
first Amphibious Reconnaissance Company originated as the
“Joint Army-Navy Observer Group in December of 1941. It
was not until January 7, 1943 that General Holland Smith
disbanded this group and reactivated it as Amphibious Reconnaissance Company, Expeditionary (Corps) Troops. Amphibious Corps, Pacific Fleet at Camp Elliot, California.
3. The atomic bomb was not revealed to the world until
1945 when it was dropped on Japan. Any reasonable student
of World War II will attest that Marine Reconnaissance began
before then.
4. Marine Corps Test Unit#1 did not exist until July 1955.
It had nothing to do with the development of Marine reconnaissance before that date . Its involvement in reconnaissance
only began after a reconnaissance platoon was added to the
unit in September of 1955. MCTU#1 does, however have the
claim to fame that it was merged along with the Fleet Marine
Force Amphibious Reconnaissance Company to form the
First Fleet Marine Force Reconnaissance Company which was
established 19 June 1957.
Neither Marine Corps Test Unit #1 nor the Fleet Marine
Force Reconnaissance Companies existed before July of 1954
(MCTU#1) or 19 June 1957 (FIRST FLEET MARINE
FORCE RECON CO).

In 1941 the 1st Marine Division’s Scout Company
practiced motorized patrolling in North Carolina using
M3 scout cars. The Marines are wearing the newly
issued M41 Utilities and M1 Helmets (USMC Photo)
Much of the “history” touted by the present crop of
“Force” recon chroniclers uses the publication “Fortune Favors
The Brave”, written by Fleet Marine Force Pacific’s 1st Force
Recon Company’s first commanding officer, Bruce F. Meyers,
as its primary reference. This publication has become the cornerstone of a bibliotheca which aims to leave the impression
that Marine reconnaissance began during World War II, passing its banner on to the Fleet Marine Force Recon Units.
No Amphibious Reconnaissance Company was present
with the First Marine Division during the Korean War.
Some revisionist “historians” have wrongly attributed that appellation to the First Marine Division Reconnaissance Company in order to establish a foothold in Korea for an imaginary
“Force” recon succession from World War II to the present
time.
The First Marine Division Reconnaissance Company had
boots on the ground with UDT even before the First Provisional Marine Brigade arrived in Korea with the mission of destroying railroad tunnels and bridges on the Eastern Coast of
Korea. Those members of the First Marine Division Reconnaissance Company who participated in the missions of the Far
East Naval Command Task Force 90 Special Operations Group
received a Navy Unit Citation for their actions. This same
Special Operations Group of 1st Division Recon Company
Marines and UDT also performed pre-invasion amphibious
reconnaissance missions in an effort to find an alternative site
to Inchon. (The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade of 1950 had a
detachment from the First Marine Division Reconnaissance
Company at its front throughout its short history.)
MARINE RECONNAISSANCE WITHOUT “FORCE”,
WITHOUT “AMPHIBIOUS” AND WITHOUT MCTU#1
BEGINNING IN 1937 AND CONTINUING WITH AN
UNBROKEN LINEAGE TO THE PRESENT DAY.
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John J. Evers passed away on Sunday, April 6, 2014 in
Auburn, California. John was born December 16, 1933 in
Waukegan, Illinois, and died at 80 years of age.
He served four years in the Marines straight out of high
school and married Shirley Redmond of Arcadia, California,
soon after. They were married for 16 years.
A former longtime resident of Tahoe City between 1964
and 1984, John was a road builder advancing his occupation
working for Teichert as an estimator for three years, and then
for Robert C. Gebhardt for another three. He established his
own paving business in 1970 naming it “J. Evers & Sons.”
Years later when reminiscing about his family business in
Tahoe City, John would wax nostalgic, and say that during
the first 5 years in business he felt like he “had the world by
the tail on a downhill pull.”
He liked working with his sons and taught them first hand,
the basics of the driveway paving business. All three sons
went on to follow separate paths in construction, while his
daughter is a noted artist and teaches art to elementary
students in Rocklin. He was very proud of all his children.
While in business, John went out of his way to give
teachers and police officers discounts on their driveway bids,
and for churches, he did small paving projects, gratis. In his
later years, John enjoyed traveling, rock collecting, and visiting family. He is survived by his children, Mike, David,
Joanne, and Andrew and grandchildren, Jasmine, Haley, and
Max.
Funeral services were held on April 17th in Salem, Oregon
Tahoe Daily Tribune April 21, 2014

Farewell! God knows when we shall meet again.
~William Shakespeare~
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Captain Eugene Breeze was mustered into eternity on 14
December 2013 from his home in Jacksonville, SC..
Gene served as the Platoon Sergeant of the 3rd Platoon of
the 1st Marine Division Reconnaissance Company in Korea
and in the Company upon its return to Pendleton in April of
1955.
He later distinguished himself as a superior Drill Instructor
at Parris Island from 1961 to 1964 and served three tours in
Vietnam.
Gene was a personal friend and a frequent contributor to
Recon Reflections. His input, advice and prolific emails are
already sorely missed

Pamela Tucker Photo –2007

Hu Campbell discusses 1st Recon legacy with Gene Breeze
at 2007 First Recon Reunion at Quantico, Virginia.
Pamela Tucker Photo –2007

Gene was preceded in death by his lovely wife Kathy
several years ago. He thereafter lived with his four-footed
companion “Angel Dog”. He left a daughter, 2 sons, 4
brothers, 4
sisters, 10 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren.
To his great credit it must be said that he is also survived by
countless Marine recruits who were touched with the magic of
his genuine care for their future as Marines. We are reminded
of the incredible difference that able leadership can have in
the development of individuals under one’s command.
Gene was a true leader. We have reproduced evidence of
his leadership ability by adding an excerpt from Issue #20 of
Recon Reflections on page 5 of this issue. It is very unlikely
that Major General Wayne Rollings would have succeeded in
his career as a Marine without Gene’s Influence.
Farewell my warrior friend, until we meet again.

Three comrades from Korea reunite. Bob Luster (seated),
Ralph Demers (L) and Gene Breeze at Quantico in 2007
Gene and Kathy

Khangwa Do, Korea—1954
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scoutr831@ameritech.net
I forgot to send something to publish in the next Reflections

Hu:
I can tell sea stories a bit at a time.
One of my favorites:
……....I was a drill and weapons instructor in 1964 at
Parris Island.
During one particular class of about 65 Marines, Cpl
through MSgt, a young Corporal said he needed to speak
to me because he didn't think he could make it because he
was the only NCO in the class who didn't have a hashmark
or ribbon...... I told him neither one of these made a good
DI and he should do the best he could.
I followed him during his tour as a Drill Instructor and
found that he had been meritoriously promoted. Before
his tour was finished he was Staff Sergeant.
The Cpl. got out of the Corps and eventually graduated
college and was commissioned 2ndLt. just as the Viet Nam
war was building up, he went to Nam as an infantry Platoon Leader and received every medal except Medal Of
Honor.... I still keep in touch with this fine Marine and he
always remembered me telling him to do the best you
can..
By the way………..this fine Marine is retired Major General Wayne Rollings.
Gene
Issue #20 of Recon Reflections contains a biography
of this exceptional Marine, Major General Wayne
Rollings. General Rollings is the product of a caring
Drill Instructor..... Eugene Breeze.
HU
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– DES MOINES, IOWA –
When Marine Sgt. Ross Gundlach served as a
dog handler in Afghanistan, he told the yellow lab
who was his constant companion that he'd look
her up when he returned home.
"I promised her if we made it out of alive, I'd do
whatever it took to find her," Gundlach said.
On Friday, he made good on that vow with help
from some sentimental state officials in Iowa who
know how to pull off a surprise.
Since leaving active duty to take classes at the
University of Wisconsin this summer, Gundlach, of
Madison, Wis., had been seeking to adopt 4-yearold Casey. The 25-year-old learned Casey had finished her military service and had been sent to the
Iowa State Fire Marshal's Office, where she was
used to detect explosives.
Gundlach wrote to State Fire Marshal Director
Ray Reynolds, explaining the connection he felt
with the dog. He even has a tattoo on his right forearm depicting Casey with angel wings and a halo,
sitting at the foot of a Marine.
"He's been putting a case together for the last
two months, sending me pictures ... it just tugged
on your heart," Reynolds said. Reynolds decided to
arrange a surprise. First, he got in touch with the
Iowa Elk's Association, which agreed to donate
$8,500 to buy another dog for the agency.
"We have a motto in our association that as long
as there are veterans, the Elks will strive to help
them," Iowa Elks Association president Tom Maher
said. Then, Reynolds came up with a ruse to get
Gundlach to Des Moines, telling Gundlach he
needed to come to the state Capitol to plead his
case in front of a "bureaucratic oversight committee."
When Gundlach arrived with his parents, Reynolds
told them the meeting had been delayed and

invited them to join an Armed Services Day
celebration in the rotunda. There, hundreds of law
enforcement officers, military personnel and civilians were seated, keeping the secret — until they
brought out Casey.
When Gundlach saw Casey, he put his head in
his hands and cried. She licked his face, wagging
her tail furiously.
"It was a total surprise," he said. "I owe her. I'll
just try to give her the best life I can." His father,
Glen Gundlach, seemed just as surprised. "It's
unbelievable ... the state of Iowa, I love 'em," he
said.
Gov. Terry Branstad officially retired Casey from
active duty during Friday's ceremony, thanking the
dog for a "job well done."
During the 150 missions they performed together, Gundlach said Casey never missed an explosive
— she caught three before they could be detonated.
He credits her for making it back home safely.
"I wouldn't be here ... any kids I ever had wouldn't
exist if Casey hadn't been here," he said.
www.foxnews.com/us/2013/05/18/mhttp:/marine-dog-reunited-in-surpriseceremony/?test=l... 5/18/2013

From a Marine Corps Colonel in Afghanistan.

"So, with all the kindness I can muster, I give this
piece of advice to the next pop star who is asked to
sing the national anthem at a sporting event.
Save the vocal gymnastics and the physical
gyrations for your concerts. Just sing this song the
way you were taught to sing it in kindergarten straight up, no styling. Sing it with the constant
awareness that there are soldiers, sailors, airmen
and Marines watching you from bases and
outposts all over the world.
Don't make them cringe with your self-centered
ego gratification. Sing it as if you are standing
before a row of 86-year-old WWII vets wearing their
Purple Hearts, Silver Stars and flag pins on their
cardigans and you want them to be proud of you
for honoring them and the country they love, not
because you want them to think you are a superstar musician. They could see that from your
costume, makeup and your entourage.
Sing 'The Star Spangled Banner' with the courtesy and humility that tells the audience that it is
about America, not you.
And please remember, not everything has to be
sung as a Negro spiritual. We're getting a little
weary of that. Francis Scott Key does not need any
help."
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Semper Fi

Here is what Representative Allen West said ...

Last October Charlie Kershaw, the 1st Recon Bn Association President, surprised us with the announcement that he
had acquired a guidon for the 1st Marine Division Reconnaissance Company. We had mentioned earlier that the flag
collection was not entirely complete.
This adds a wonderful sparkle to the impressive array of
flags which the Association displays at its functions. Isn’t it
wonderful to have a visible sign of belonging?
Thanks Charlie!!

“I have sat back and assessed the incident with the video of
our Marines urinating on Taliban corpses. I do not recall any
self-righteous indignation when our Delta snipers Shugart and
Gordon had their bodies dragged through Mogadishu. Neither
do I recall media outrage and condemnation of our Blackwater
security contractors being killed, their bodies burned, and
hung from a bridge in Fallujah.
“All these over-emotional pundits and armchair quarterbacks need to chill. Does anyone remember the two Soldiers
from the 101st Airborne Division who were beheaded and
gutted in Iraq?
“The Marines were wrong. Give them a maximum
punishment under field grade level Article 15 (non-judicial
punishment), place a General Officer level letter of reprimand
in their personnel file, and have them in full dress uniform
stand before their Battalion, each personally apologize to God,
Country, and Corps videotaped and conclude by singing the
full US Marine Corps Hymn without a teleprompter.
“As for everyone else, unless you have been shot at by the
Taliban, shut your mouth, war is hell.”
Quoted from The Weekly Standard
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The Navy Chaplain said:
"I think that's what makes Marines special, if only in
our own minds, is that elusive Quality of Esprit de
Corps. It's the fact that we, as individual Marines, don't
feel that we are individual Marines.
When we wear our uniform, when we hear our Hymn,
when we go into battle, we are going with every other
Marine who ever wore the uniform.
Standing behind us are the Marines who fought
during the birth of our nation. We're standing with the
Marines who fought in WWI and gave birth to the of the
"Teufulhunden," or "Devil Dogs." We are standing with
the Marines who took Iwo and Tarawa and countless
other blood soaked islands throughout the Pacific.
We are standing with the "Frozen Chosin" and our
beloved Chesty Puller. We are standing with the Marines
who battled at Da Nang, Hue City, Con Thien, and Khe
Sanh and the muddy rice paddies of South East Asia. We
are standing with the Marines who fought in Desert
Storm and Iraqi Freedom and now are fighting in
Afghanistan.
Like real brothers, their blood courses through our
veins, and when we go into battle, we would rather lay
down our lives than be a disappointment to them. We
carry on our backs their legacy, their deaths, and their
honor. We carry that for the rest of our lives.
The Marine Corps uniform doesn't come off when
our active duty is
over. We wear it daily in our attitude and our love of
Corps and country. We wear it on our tattoos and our
bumper stickers. We wear it on our hearts.
It's why, no matter where we are in the world, on November 10th, every Marine celebrates the Marine Corps
birthday. It's why we'll never be an army of 1. It's why
we never stop being Marines. It's why,
for most of
us, being a Marine isn't something we were. It's something we are.
When America's enemies formulate their battle

plans, they plan on going around Marine units because
they know Damn well that they can't go through them.
We are what other branches wish they were.
We are the modern day Spartans. This isn't bragging.
It's written in the battle history of our country. When
there's a parade and the Marines march by, everyone
pays a little more attention. Some say, "arrogance." We
call it "pride." It's why, in a crowd of servicemen, you
can always spot the Marine. Why are Marines special? I
don't know. We just are.
"You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are
convinced to the point of arrogance that they are the
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing
about it is that they are."
- Father Kevin Keaney U.S. Navy, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korean War, Retired

Saepius Exertus, Semper Fidelis, Frater Infinitas:
"Often Tested, Always Faithful, Brothers Forever,"
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RECON COMPANY BARRACKS 15-B-9

RECON COMPANY SUPPLY AND COMM SHACK

MP CO

This photograph was taken from a calendar commemorating
the 50th year of Camp Pendleton’s existence in the 90’s. It
was probably Taken in 1948 when the Base Rodeo was first
held.
Some of us remember standing at the fence in front of the
barracks and petting horses that wandered up to our area.
There were several claims to petting Reckless but none were
substantiated. The famous horse was housed at the stables.
The photograph, whenever taken, is an accurate depiction of
the area when Recon Company first took up occupancy in
April of 1955.
We called 15-B-9 home until the last day of April in 1957
when we packed up and moved to Camp Horno as Charlie
Company, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion.

Louis Mayers hard at “work” in the Communications Shack.
Let’s see now......the red Queen goes on the black King?
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DOG FOR SALE :
Once upon a time guy was driving around the back woods of
Montana and he saw a sign in front of a broken down shanty-style house:
'Talking Dog For Sale'. He rang the bell and the owner appeared and told
him the dog was in the back yard.
The guy went into the backyard and saw a nice looking Labrador
retriever laying there.

'Can you talk?' he asked.
'Yep,' the Lab replies.
After the guy recovered from the shock of hearing a dog
talk, he says 'So, what's your story?'
The Lab looks up and says, 'Well, I discovered that I could talk when I
was pretty young. I wanted to help the government, so... I told the Marine
Corps.
In no time at all they had me in Korea with their 1st Division Recon
Company.
'I was one of their most valuable scouts for three years running... But
the Recon legwork really tired me out, and I knew I wasn't getting any
younger so I decided to settle down. I signed up for a job at the CIA to do
some undercover work... wandering near suspicious characters and listening in. I uncovered some incredible dealings and was awarded a batch of
medals.'
'I got married, had a mess of puppies, and now I'm just retired.'
The guy was amazed. He went back in and asked the owner what he
wanted for the dog. 'Ten dollars,' the guy says. 'Ten dollars? This dog is
amazing! Why on earth are you selling him so cheap?'
'Because he's a Bullshipper. He's never been out of the yard'

Some of us have been under the impression that the
Tootsie Rolls of Chosin Reservoir fame were salvaged
from Special Services stores before the stores were
destroyed at Hagaru to keep them out of the
hands of the Chinese.
This video from the National Museum of the Marine
Corps historians tells a remarkably different story of how
the Marines got the Tootsie Rolls.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=8emP0_xDP2Q

Rudyard Kipling

The Young British Soldier
DISCLAIMER

*

Bona fide Sea Stories always begin with “This ain’t no shit”
(Or so we have oft been reminded by MSgt. Ray D. Anderton)

Fine Print Follows
Any distinctions made regarding truthfulness or the lack thereof in this publication are made at the risk of the
distinctor and are not the responsibility of the distinctee who caused the distinction to be brought into question.
Likewise, all photographs are to be considered as images only. No reality is either claimed directly or implied indirectly, obtusely or on purpose. No model releases have been asked for or obtained from anyone victimized digitally. All
copyrighted material was copied right. This publication claims no endorsement from any government agency, Pizza
Hut, Mariott Hotels, Buca di Beppo, Jack Daniels Distillery, Café del Sol, the distillers of American Military Brandy,
Toys-R-Us, Victoria’s Secret, Nabisco Fish Crackers, Pepperidge Farms, the Pepsi-Cola Company, Gaylord Opryland
Hotel, Bubba O’Malley’s Wild Irish Inn ‘ Boudro’s Texas Bistro, Mickey Finn MCL or the Officers Club at MCB
Quantico, The Old Spaghetti Factory of Portland Oregon or American Legion Post 449 of Brookfield, WI.
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