Reconnaissance Company, Headquarters Battalion (Reinf), 1st Marine Division (Reinf) Fleet Marine Force Pacific
1st Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force Pacific
MORE THAN A HALF CENTURY COLLECTION OF HISTORY, TRIVIA, SEA STORIES, HALF-TRUTHS, SCUTTLEBUT AND WHITE LIES

Issue #43

The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is as a
last resort to protect themselves against tyranny in government - Thomas Jefferson

1 September 2015

Hubert E. “HU” Campbell

A SLIPPERY SLOPE
The student of Marine Corps history often finds
self in situations similar to the proverbial slippery
slope. This is especially true of Marine reconnaissance. The high profile and purported “elite”
nature of Marine recon makes it particularly
susceptible to spurious claims and misleading
histories. [We have often reflected upon the nature
of many current histories by “Force” recon pundits.]
Perhaps the most misunderstood area of Marine
recon history involves the parachute.
We will
attempt here to present a carefully researched and
referenced summary of the degree to which the
United States Marine Corps, and Marine reconnaissance in particular, has used the parachute in the
execution of their assigned missions.
MARINE PARACHUTE BATTALIONS
Marine parachute training began in New Jersey in
1940 and ended in 1944 when all Marine parachute
units were disbanded (along with the Marine
Raiders) at Camp Pendleton, California.
Altogether, three Marine parachute battalions
were formed between 1940 and 1944. Although
several missions were planned for the battalions to
jump from aircraft on combat missions, none were
ever executed. The parachute battalions were used
instead to supplement
the
Marine
Raiders
primary mission to assault and secure small
islands in the Pacific theater of the war and they
ended up functioning as infantry units.
There is no record in Marine Corps History that
indicates that any Marines parachuted from aircraft
during combat in World War II or the Korean War.
(There are, however, numerous examples of the
United States Army parachuting troops into
combat, often in great numbers.)
The oft-imagined super-elite Marine parachuting
to do glorious battle with the enemy as a member

“This publicity photo from 1942 purportedly shows a
Marine of the Lakehurst, New Jersey, parachute school
jumping from an aircraft in flight . While it was likely
staged on the ground, it does clearly
depict the soft
helmet then worn by Marine parachutists in training.........”
Borrowed from Silk Chutes and Hard Fighting —
U. S. Marine Parachute Units in WWII.

of a World War II parachute battalion is mythical
fancy and has no factual basis in history. Hollywood worked overtime to help create the myth.
(Continued on Page 3)
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Thursday August 20, 2015 was a red-letter day for us as we
toured Camp Pendleton with First Marine Division Sergeant
Major William T. Sowers as our personal guide for the day.
We visited Division Headquarters where we were greeted by
Division Commander Brigadier General Daniel D. Yoo. We
then visited 5th Marines,1st Light Armored Reconnaissance Bn
and the 11th Marine Regiment artillery unit.
Thursday found us at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot in
San Diego where we spent time at the Command Museum
which is dedicated to Major General James L. Day, a former
Platoon Commander in the 1st Marine Division Recon
Company in Korea.
Bill Hay and HU Campbell followed yellow footprints to the
Drill Instructors School where they visited its First Sergeant
Roberto C. Alviso in search of a portrait of our gunnery sergeant, Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps John R. Massaro.
Later in the day we visited Miramar Marine Corps Air
Station and its Flying Leatherneck Aircraft Museum.
The First Recon Battalion had its annual dinner at the Bay
View Restaurant at MCRD San Diego. Guests at our table were
daughters of Jimmie Howard, Barbara and Darlene and Ms.
Pamela Tucker, Bob Luster’s widow.
H. Campbell Photo 2015

Lew White

Sergeant Major William T. Sowers
1st Marine Division Sergeant Major
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Beyond February of 1944 we have found no mention in
recorded Marine Corps history of Marines parachuting from
aircraft until after the formation of Marine Corps Test Unit #1
in September of 1955.

Continued from Page 1)

MARINE CORPS TEST UNIT #1
The three parachute battalions with approximately 3,000
members, eventually became the 1st Marine Parachute
Regiment, of the I Marine Amphibious Corps.
On December 30th, 1943 the 1st Marine Parachute
Regiment was officially disbanded, and its marines transferred
to other units. Most would be transferred to the 5th Marine
Division who landed at Iwo Jima on February 19th,
1945. Former Paramarines, Cpl. Harlon H. Block and Pfc. Ira
H. Hayes, assisted in the raising of the American
flag on Mount Suribachi on 23 February 1945. Of the 81
Marine Corps Medal of Honor recipients during World War II,
five were former paramarines who fought at Iwo Jima.
Several former Marine parachutists did put their special
training to use in combat apart from Marine Corps units. A
handful of graduates of the parachute program joined the
Office of Strategic Services and jumped into occupied France
in support of the resistance movement . Two officers participated as observers in an Army airborne assault in New Guinea.
As a side note we will say that on 1 February 1944 the
Marine Raiders were also disbanded, and the First Raider
Regiment became the Headquarters and Service Company, 4th
Marines; the 1st Battalion, 1st Raider Regiment became the 1st
Battalion, 4th Marines; the 4th Battalion, 1st Raider Regiment,
became the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines; and the 3d Battalion, 1st
Raider Regiment, became the 3d Battalion 4th Marines. The
2d Battalion 1st Raider Regiment was deactivated and its
personnel were absorbed by the newly activated Regimental
Weapons Company of the 4th Marines.
Several current sources perpetuate (by inference) the myth
that the Paramarines and/or the Marine Raiders became Marine
reconnaissance units when they were disbanded and claim
them in their unit lineage. Undoubtedly, because of the nature
of their training, some former individual members of the
Paramarines and/or Raiders eventually found their way into
Marine reconnaissance units.........but such is the economy of
manpower usage in the Corps. No Raider or Paramarine unit
ever became a reconnaissance unit and no legitimate recon
unit lineage can claim them.

Test Unit 1 came into existence in July of 1955 (after the
Korean war) because some military planners assumed that any
future war would entail the use of nuclear weapons. At that
time there was little doctrine for the role of ground troops in a
nuclear war. The Test Unit was created, to aid in the partial
development of such doctrine. The unit was tasked specifically to develop techniques for the mass delivery of troops via
helicopter. Test Unit #1’s original mission statement makes no
mention of parachutes and has only an inferred reference to
any reconnaissance mission. They were a test unit.
It is noteworthy that MCTU #1 was not a tactical unit in a
Marine division. They were organized as a research tool of the
Fleet Marine Force and as such the were not constrained by
most of the rules and regulations that applied to most Division
related activities (restraint, by its definition, implies the absence of excess or extravagance). They had no tactical or
combat role and were not under the operational control of a
Marine Division; they were accountable only to their sponsors
at Headquarter Marine Corps.
The Force Recon Association sponsored a series of four
articles entitled Strong Men Armed, in the magazine Accurate
Rifle. The first article appeared in the January 2000 Volume 3
Number 12 edition. The writer of the article erroneously relates the mission objectives for Marine Corps Test Unit #1 as
follows”.
“Force Reconnaissance had it genesis in Camp Pendelton in 1954 when a test
unit was formed to evaluate methods of insertion for reconnaissance teams......”

The true reasons for the formation of Test Unit #1 as directed by Commandant of the Marine Corps were:
1. Evolve organizational concepts for the marine landing force under conditions
of nuclear warfare,
2. Determine requirements for light-weight weapons and equipment to permit
maximum tactical exploitation of nuclear weapons,
3. Develop tactics and techniques responsive to the full employment of nuclear
weapons, and
4. Evolve operational concepts, transportation requirements, and techniques to
enable fast task force ships and submarines, or a combination of such shipping
and airlift, for movement to the objective area and the ship-to-shore movement.

The Commandant’s original charge to Test Unit #1 has no
mention of reconnaissance or parachutes. These would be
introduced later.
A Plans and Development Section was formed on April
1955 to evaluate the trials and tests of the Test Unit’s infantry
battalion and other subordinated unit's experiments with
MCTU #1.
(Continued on Page 6)
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h p://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/airborne4.htm
11/9/2014

Airborne Opera ons - Recent
The Marine Corps maintains the use of parachuting as an expeditionary oriented means of insertion for select units. Its focus is on the clandestine insertion of personnel for execution of their
primary mission or the resupply of expeditionary
forces by means of parachute. Marine Corps parachuting techniques are primarily used by reconnaissance, reserve ANGLICO and air delivery personnel. Because Marine Corps equipment does not
always align perfectly with proponent service equipment, techniques, tactics and procedures, the Marine Corps has authority to deviate proponent policy in support of their service specific requirements.
The Marine Corps maintains the following parachute capabilities: Low level round static line parachutes in alignment with US Army forces and training requirements, Ram-air static line capable parachute systems (RAPS), Ram-air military freefall capable parachute systems (MFFRAPS), Tandem Offset Resupply Delivery System (TORDS) for reconnaissance operations, and various cargo parachutes for expeditionary air delivery insert of supplies and material to forward deployed Marine forces where land transport is either still risky or unattainable.
Six recon pathfinders from 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, jumped into the Iraqi night sky and into history from a Marine KC-130
Hercules cargo plane belonging to the joint Marine
Aerial
Refueler Transport Squadrons 234 and
352, Marine Aircraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing. The high altitude high opening jump took
place in western Iraq, 23 July 2004. The reason
they chose to do a HAHO vice a HALO (high altitude low opening) jump was the stand off distance
the aircraft would be from the drop zone as well as
the noise of the parachutes opening at 10 thousand
feet vice four thousand feet is not even close. The
sound of a parachute opening at four thousand feet
is quite distinct, but there is no noise of a parachute opening at 10 thousand feet."
Although reconnaissance Marines have religiously practiced air insertions time and time
again, they have been virtually nonexistent in
combat. According to Headquarters Marine Corps
historical reports, the last combat airdrop a Marine
Corps unit successfully performed was nearly 35
years earlier.

The insertions made in past efforts by recon Marines varied from using ground and aquatic vehicles
to just plain walking.
The first was on 14 June 1966 during the Vietnam War. A small team of recon Marines made
the low altitude night jump determined to quietly
insert and set up an observation point within enemy territory. The team made it to the ground
with only one small injury and was later extracted. The jump was hailed as a success by most involved and the combat jump was accepted as a viable means of placing Marines in hostile areas. The
second, on Sept. 5, 1967, almost killed the combat
airdrop idea for the Marine Corps. A group of nine
Marines jumped into the night sky for a supposed
700-foot elevation drop. Because of mechanical
malfunctions with the plane, the Marines unknowingly jumped from around 1500 to 2000 feet. The
team was blown off course by unexpected winds
and landed separately in dense jungles far from
their intended target. They suffered numerous
wounded, three of which had to be medically evacuated, and some of the team barely escaped capture
by the enemy. The failure of this mission halted the
process for two years until Nov. 17, 1969, when the
last jump occurred and the three Vietnam jumps
marked the end of the Marine Corps combat jump
history.

Members of the First Reconnaissance Battalion paid their
respects to “C” Company Medal of Honor recipient,
Jimmie Howard at his gravesite at the Fort Rosecrans
National Cemetery on Friday 21 August during the annual
reunion
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Contributed by Sgt. John Camara

Occasionally, I venture back to one or another military
post, where I’m greeted by an imposing security guard
who looks carefully at my identification card, hands it
back and says, “Have a good day, Sir!”
Every time I go back to any Military Base it feels good
to be called by my previous rank, but odd to be in civilian
clothes, walking among the servicemen and service
women going about their duties as I once did, many years
ago.
The military is a comfort zone for anyone who has ever
worn the uniform. It’s a place where you know the rules
and know they are enforced – a place where everybody is
busy, but not too busy to take care of business.
Because there exists behind the gates of every military
facility an institutional understanding of respect, order,
uniformity, accountability and dedication that becomes
part of your marrow and never, ever leaves you.
Personally, I miss the fact that you always knew
where you stood in the military, and who you were
dealing with. That’s because you could read somebody’s
uniform from 20 feet away and know the score.
Service personnel wear their careers on their
uniforms, so to speak. When you approach each other,
you can read their name tag, examine their rank and, if
they are in dress uniform, read their ribbons and know
where they’ve served.
I miss all those little things you take for granted when
you’re in the ranks, like breaking starch on a set of
fatigues fresh from the laundry and standing in a
perfectly straight line military formation that looks like a
mirror as it stretches to the endless horizon.
I miss the sight of troops marching in the early
morning mist, the sound of boot heels thumping in
unison on the tarmac, the bark of drill instructors and
the sing-song answers from the squads as they pass by
in review.
To romanticize military service is to be far removed
from its reality, because it’s very serious business –
especially in times of war. But, I miss the salutes I’d
throw at senior officers and the crisp returns as we crisscrossed with a “by-your-leave” sir.
I even miss the hurry-up-and-wait mentality that
enlisted men gripe about constantly, a masterful
invention that bonded people more than they’ll ever know
or admit.
I miss people taking off their hats when they enter a
building, speaking directly and clearly to others and
never showing disrespect for rank, race, religion or
gender.
I miss being a small cog in a machine so complex it
constantly circumnavigates the Earth and so simple it
feeds everyone on time, three times a day, on the ground,
in the air or at sea.
Mostly, I don’t know anyone who has served who
regrets it, and doesn’t feel a sense of pride when they
pass through those gates and re-enter the world they left
behind with their youth.
Face it guys – we all miss it. Whether you had one
tour or a career, it shaped your life.

scoutr831@ameritech.net

Ad from Rifleman Magazine published in 1959.

BODFISH FOREVER
WE LOVE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WE ARE UNIQUE IN OUR INFORMALITY
WE RESPECT EACH OTHER
WE TAKE PRIDE IN TRADITION
WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
WE HONOR AND REMEMBER OUR VETERANS
WE ARE SO PROUD TO BE MARINES
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Include the insertion of reconnaissance personnel by means of
the parachute
VIETNAM
Continued from Page 3)

MAJOR BRUCE MEYERS
Major Bruce F. Meyers reported for duty with Test Unit #1
and was initially assigned as the assistant operations officer of
the infantry battalion. He was subsequently re-designated as
the Helicopter Assault Airborne Techniques Officer. (No Marine Corps military doctrine since World War II even hinted at
the use of the parachute in a military assault......much less a
helicopter assault).
Meyers was a graduate of the Army’s School of Infantry
and had undergone parachute training there. Upon his arrival at
MCTU #1 he alone was trained to parachute.
By September 1955, a reconnaissance platoon, commanded
by Captain Joseph Z. Taylor, was added to “resolve the amphibious reconnaissance role in the Fleet Marine Force”. It was
also tasked to find landing zones for helicopters. The prevailing doctrine governing amphibious reconnaissance did not use
the parachute. Finding landing zones for helicopters did, however, leave the door open. Major Meyers found the open door.
The institution of the reconnaissance platoon in Test Unit
#1 and the arrival of Major Bruce Meyers would have a major
impact upon the future of the Unit. Meyers had became responsible for the development of helicopter assault airborne
techniques. Under his influence the Test Unit began to focus a
major portion of its energy upon the development of equipment and techniques for the insertion of reconnaissance Marines by parachute. An overpowering emphasis on parachuting
would begin soon when, on 26 April 1956, three officers and
twenty enlisted Marines from the Test Unit graduated from
Army Airborne Class #10 at Fort Benning, Georgia. For the
last year of its existence, the Test Unit, under Meyers, was
engaged primarily in experiments with the parachute.

Fleet Marine Force reconnaissance personnel conducted pre
-deployment amphibious and ground reconnaissance missions
for the first major deployment of Marines to Vietnam. After
the Marines landed there was no further major amphibious
reconnaissance to be done.
By the time that the Vietnam war began, the Division Reconnaissance Battalions had trained parachutists.
Although some sources list up to three insertions of reconnaissance teams by parachute in Vietnam, only two actually
occurred. Both of the claimed missions were conducted by
members of the Fleet Marine Force’s First Force Recon Company. These missions are ably described in the MAG 16 article beginning on Page 10 of this issue of Reflections. The
second mission was claimed to be successful by the de-briefers
who were all “Force” Recon personnel. This mission was performed by the 1st Force Recon Company which was (at that
time) under the operational control of the First Reconnaissance
Battalion and was acting as a fifth company in that battalion.
The mission was touted as one that demonstrated “the feasibility of inserting recon teams by parachute”. Still, at the time of
the mission there was no established official doctrine which
called for the insertion of recon teams by parachute. The dream
of Bruce Meyers was still just that...........and Marines did not
parachute into combat again until 2004 in Iraq (See Page 9). It
is ironic that when Marines did successfully jump during a
reconnaissance mission it was not a “Force” recon mission as
Meyers had wanted, but a Division Reconnaissance Battalion
mission.

FIRST FORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY
The lessons learned in Korea convinced Marine planners
that the Reconnaissance capabilities of the Corps should be
expanded. Each Marine Division had one small, lightly armed,
Reconnaissance Company. On 30 April, 1957 a transformation began with orders for the First Marine Division Reconnaissance Company to stand down. A cadre from that
company became the nucleus for Company “C” of a First Marine Division Reconnaissance Battalion.
By July of 1957 Headquarter Marine Corps decided that it
had no further use for Test Unit #1. The Unit was disbanded.
The expansion of Reconnaissance called for the Fleet
Marine Force to have its own reconnaissance Unit. The FMF
at that time had an Amphibious Reconnaissance Company.
This Company was merged with members of the Test Unit and
Marines from the First Reconnaissance battalion to form a
“Force” Reconnaissance Company. The “Force” in its name
only designated that it belonged to the Fleet Marine Force.
Major Bruce Meyers was assigned to the command of the
newly formed “Force” Reconnaissance Company. Meyers
continued to use the newly formed company to conduct parachuting experiments even though Marine doctrine still did not
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You may have heard on the news about a Southern California man who was put under 72 hour psychiatric observation
when it was found that he owned 100 guns and allegedly had
10,000 rounds of ammunition stored in his home
By Southern California standard someone owning 10,000
rounds is considered “mentally unstable”.
In Michigan he’d be called “The last white guy still living in
Detroit.

?

In Arizona he’d be called “an avid gun collector”.
In Utah and Florida he’s be called “moderately well
prepared”., but they’s probably reserve judgement until they
made sure that he had a corresponding quantity of stored food.

HAMAN
HAMBER

In Kansas he’d be “A guy down the road you would want to
have for a friend”.

E. M. Penland Photo—May 1957

John Hamber, 81 years old , of Suprize AZ passed away on
February 1, 2013. John lived a colorful and full life. Born to
L.W. and Gladys Hamber on June 5, 1931 in Oakland, California, he grew up to love the game of football. He played for
the San Jose State University Spartans and was named Most
Valuable lineman in 1952. As a Captain in the Marine Corps,
he played on the Marine Corps football team at Quantico and
was named "All Marine All Stars". He knew many football
greats, to include his dear friend, Bill Walsh. While in the
Marine Corps, he was instrumental in the formation of Force
Recon. He graduated #1 in his Army Ranger School. He
graduate #1 in the Navy underwater dive class which would
eventually evolve into he SEAL program. He was honorably
discharged from the Marine Corps in 1960 from Camp
LeJeune. He was in the 1968 and 1972 Olympics for the
Virgin Island sailing team. John owned and operated John
Hamber's Watersports in the Virgin Islands in the 1960's and
1970's. John was survived by children, Kimberly Hamber
Baker; Eric Werge Hamber: Scott Dunn; Claudia Dunn
Frazier. His grandchildren, Jamie Michelle, Virginia; Kelly
Heather Butler and Brian Wesley Baker II;Cortney Marie
Dunn. Burial was in St. Thomas VI .

Will it be brought back to the U. S. ?

In Montana he’d be called the “Neighborhood ‘Go To’ Guy”.
In Idaho he’d be called “The gubernatorial candidate”.
In Georgia He’d be called “an eligible bachelor”.
In North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Mississippi,
New Mexico, Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama and South
Carolina he’d be called “a deer hunting buddy”.
And in Texas he’d just be “Bob, who’s a little short on ammo.”
- BEAUCOUP THANKS TO PAMELA TUCKER-

WATCH YER THUMB !
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Story by: Sgt. Nathan K. LaForte

AL ASAD, Iraq (Aug. 10, 2004)
Six recon pathfinders from 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, recently jumped into
the Iraqi night sky and into history from a Marine
KC-130 Hercules cargo plane belonging to the joint
Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadrons 234
and 352, Marine Aircraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing.The high altitude high opening jump
took place in western Iraq, July 23.Although reconnaissance Marines have religiously practiced air insertions time and time again, they have been virtually nonexistent in combat. According to Headquarters Marine Corps historical reports, the last combat airdrop a Marine Corps unit successfully performed was nearly 35 years ago.The first was on
June 14, 1966 during the Vietnam War. A small
team of recon Marines made the low altitude night
jump determined to quietly insert and set up an observation point within enemy territory. The team
made it to the ground with only one small injury
and was later extracted. The jump was hailed as a
success by most involved and the combat jump was
accepted as a viable means of placing Marines in
hostile areas. The second, on Sept. 5, 1967, almost
killed the combat airdrop idea for the Marine Corps.
A group of nine Marines jumped into the night sky
for a supposed 700-foot elevation drop. Because of
mechanical malfunctions with the plane, the Marines unknowingly jumped from around 1500 to
2000 feet.The team was blown off course by unexpected winds and landed separately in dense jungles far from their intended target. They suffered
numerous wounded, three of which had to be medically evacuated, and some of the team barely escaped capture by the enemy. The failure of this mission halted the process for two years until Nov. 17,
1969, when the last jump occurred and the three
Vietnam jumps marked the end of the Marine Corps
combat jump history - until now. Theoretically, the
jump was nothing different from the numerous
training jumps the seasoned veterans have completed in their careers. What made this particular jump
so special was the location and circumstances,

claimed Master Sgt. Todd Smalenberg, primary
jumpmaster, 1st Recon Bn. When the Marine
Corps first implemented the parachute insertion
program, the purpose was the clandestine insertion of troops to prevent enemy counter movement. The reasoning behind the July 23 mission
was along similar lines, according to Maj. Douglas
B. Davis, Hercules aircraft commander, Marine
Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 234, Marine
Aircraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing. Davis
was in charge of the Hercules aircraft that delivered the group of six pathfinders to their destination."We were called in for this mission because
the ground inserts were attracting a lot of attention and taking a lot of fire," the 36-year-old,
McAllen, Texas native said. "They wanted to go in
by parachute in order to avoid detection."
(Continued on Page 9)
Editor’s Note:
This article first appeared in 2004 while the First Reconnaissance Battalion was in Iraq. It was reproduced in a previous
edition of Reflections and is reprinted here to place emphasis on
the fact that the feat was performed by Marines in the First
Reconnaissance Battalion and not by a “Force” recon unit. It
added yet another “first “ to the legacy of 1st Recon...The First
Marine Division
Reconnaissance Company made the first
helicopter landing of troops into combat in military history in
Korea. That event is memorialized in the main gallery of the
Museum of the Marine Corps at Quantico (Triangle) Virginia.
The two prior attempts to parachute into combat were made
by “Force” personnel who were attached to the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion in Vietnam. Although one of the Vietnam
jumps has been labelled a “success” by the “Force” recon
debriefers.........it was actually aborted before any meaningful
element of its mission was completed... The team was detected
almost immediately upon landing, suffered injuries and called
for extraction.
The insertion of reconnaissance personnel by parachute is
still NOT a normal activity in the Marine Corps. This article
might well detail the single instance where Recon Marines were
successfully inserted into Combat by parachute during the entire
history of the Corps.
HU
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Continued from Page 8)

Although the historical implications of the drop
were important, the Marines had an important
mission to complete, said Smalenberg."We did an
infiltration into an objective area to conduct an
initial internal guidance of two CH-46E (Sea
Knights)," the 39-year-old Oscoda, Mich., native
explained of his team's mission. "We were to all
insert clandestinely to the area to conduct counter
(improvised explosive devices) ambushes. "IED
attacks on convoys and ground patrols are one of
the problems coalition forces are facing in the
ongoing struggle to secure and stabilize Iraq. This
mission is one of many that are being used to
counter this threat, Smalenberg mentioned. Overall, the mission was considered a success by those
involved, claimed 1st Lt. Ken M. Karcher, airborne
direct air support center, Marine Air Support
Squadron 1, 3rd MAW, who relayed information for
the recon teams once they hit the ground. "It was
a pretty simple mission and it went over pretty
well," the 26-year-old Raleigh, N.C., native said. "It
was very well coordinated by the ground unit."
"They went in, they were blacked out and we left,"
he added. "They didn't have enemy contact
when they hit the ground. To me, that's success.
"The jump was something the enemy might not
have expected, claimed Smalenberg, but the group
took extra precautions in the choice of their jump
by opting for the high opening. "The reason we
chose

to do a HAHO vice a (high altitude low opening)
jump was the stand off distance the aircraft would
be from the drop zone as well as the noise of the
parachutes opening at 10 thousand feet vice four
thousand feet is not even close," he explained.
"The sound of a parachute opening at four thousand feet is quite distinct, but there is no noise of
a parachute opening at 10 thousand feet. "The
mission itself was exciting for all involved, because
even though units train for this in peacetime operations, it doesn't happen often, claimed Sgt. Lee A.
Davis, loadmaster, VMGR-234."It went great," the
21-year-old Arlington, Texas native claimed. "It's
really rare for us and we don't get to do it that
often so we really love it when we get the chance.
"The older recon pathfinders, none of whom were
under the rank of staff sergeant, may have been
even more excited than the younger loadmaster,
he noted. "These guys were waiting their whole
careers to do this in combat," he said. The insertions made in past efforts by the recon Marines
have varied from using ground and aquatic vehicles to just plain walking. Smalenberg also down
played the excitement a bit by mentioning that a
parachute insertion seemed like the method of
choice for the Marines. "Every time we roll out of
the camp in vehicles, the enemy knows," he said.
"I feel safer doing this than driving my vehicle out
of the camp. This is the best means (of insertion).
Besides, it's just another way to get to work."
H. Campbell Photo 2015

Division Commanding General Brigadier General Daniel D. Yoo
welcomes First Marine Division Association visitors to Division
Headquarters at the “White House” at Camp Pendleton.
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Remember the basketball
backboard requisitioned in
darkness from neighboring MP Company?

READERS DESIRING MORE PRECISE DIRECTIONS TO
THESE REFERENCES AND DETAILS ON WHERE THEY
WERE USED HEREIN MAY CONTACT HU CAMPBELL AT:

scoutr831@ameritech.net
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Hu Campbell with Jimmie Howard’s daughters, Barbara
(L) and Darlene (R) at the First Reconnaissance
Battalion Reunion Dinner. San Diego 21 August, 2015
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BALTIMORE – Frank E. Petersen Jr., the first black aviator and brigadier general in Marine Corps, has died.
Frank E. Petersen III said his father died Tuesday at his
home in Stevensville, on Maryland's Kent Island, of
complications from lung cancer. He was 83.
The New York Times reported that Petersen enlisted in
the Navy in 1950, two years after President Truman
desegregated the armed forces.
The next year, Petersen entered the Naval Aviation Cadet
Program, according to The Washington Post.
According to a news release on the Marine Corps website, Petersen was commissioned in the corps in 1952. The
Marines say Petersen served in the Korean War in 1953 and
Vietnam in 1968. He received the Purple Heart for wounds
suffered when he ejected over the demilitarized zone in Vietnam, The Post reported.
During his career, Petersen flew more than 350 combat
missions and more than 4,000 hours.
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