SEPTEMBER 2008

RAIDER REPORT
Cpl. Trim from Charlie
Co. works his way
through a rappelling course
in the mountains of
Bridgeport, CA.

SWIFT, SILENT, DEADLY
CO’s Message:
Dear Families and Friends of
Reconnaissance Battalion,
Greetings to all from Camp
Pendleton, California!
1st

Much has occurred within your
battalion since our last Raider
Report as the Marines and Sailors

of 1st Recon continue to prepare for
our upcoming deployment to Iraq in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
(OIF) in October. As many of you
know, this is the battalion’s 5th deployment to Iraq’s Al Anbar Province since 2003. We have within
our ranks many men with multiple
tours in country, as well as some for
whom this will be their first
deployment to a combat theater.
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Much has changed there since our
last time in country – much of it for
the better. You can rest assured that
the warriors of this battalion are
well prepared and trained for the
task that awaits us in Al Anbar.
During the last five months the
battalion has completed multiple
training evolutions covering ground
reconnaissance, mounted reconnaissance, fire support, patrolling,

combat marksmanship, crew served
weapons, communications, counterIED operations, airborne and combatant diver operations, and Iraqi
language/cultural training to name
but a few.

sance Battalion supports so many
operational commitments spanning
the globe. The men of Alpha Company continue to support I MEF
Marine Expeditionary Units with
highly trained reconnaissance platoons, with one always forward
In particular, for the slice of the bat- deployed on an Amphibious Readitalion deploying to OIF (H&S Co,
ness Group, one Plt training in
B Co, C Co), the battalion comCamp Pendleton with the infantry
pleted Exercise Mojave Viper 11-08 battalion they will be supporting on
at 29 Palms, CA from 12 May – 12 the MEU, and one Plt conducting
June 2008. While there we trained independent pre-chop training with
extensively in tactics, techniques,
our battalion. Alpha Company’s 4th
and procedures we will employ in
Plt will deploy as part of the battalOIF.
ion’s OID force package.

be justifiably proud of their accomplishments. I look forward to providing you all regular updates each
month during our deployment so
you can get the scoop straight from
the CO.

The battalion then quickly shifted
trails and deployed to the Marine
Corps Mountain Warfare Training
Center in Bridgeport, CA in midJuly for three weeks in order to
train at high altitudes in the
complex and challenging mountainous terrain up there. Our OIF
contingent finally returned to Camp
Pendleton in the first week of
August, where we have since been
training locally, sending Marines
and Sailors to schools such as airborne, SERE, Ranger, etc, and making the final preparations for our
equipment load out.

Semper Fidelis!
LtCol Michael J. Mooney

Then Myself, the primary battalion
staff, and company commanders
also traveled to Iraq on a predeployment site survey to confer
with the men of 3d Reconnaissance
Battalion to gain a better appreciation for what is ahead for us.
Unlike other battalions around the
Corps, I would venture to say that
no unit other than 1st Reconnais-

Simultaneously, the operational
tempo for the men of Delta Company has only increased. In
response to the heavy fighting in
Afghanistan earlier this summer, 4th
Platoon was ordered to deploy on
short notice to that country to support 2d Battalion, 7th Marines’ fight
against the Taliban. They have
acquitted themselves well in
combat, and won laurels for their
actions under fire. The remainder
of the company continues to train
should additional forces be required
in that theater. And as you will
later read in the Delta Company
section, our Commandant has ordered that they be re-designated as
“Force Reconnaissance Company,
1st Reconnaissance Battalion” later
this year.

Your continued support is vital to
our success – please feel free to
contact me directly at
michael.j.mooney@usmc.mil
should you have any concerns our
questions.
Non sibi, sed patriae – “Not for
self, but country”

Sgt. Maj’s Message:
- Family and friends of 1st Recon
Bn Another quarter has gone by and we
are again poised on the deployment
doorstep. For most of you this is an
all too frequent thing here in this
beloved battalion and you have
been through this before.

I continue to praise and commend
you for all the work and support
that you have given to the Marines
and Sailors of the battalion. It is in
no short order to say that we are
once again combat ready to deploy
As always, I am humbled and
due to these efforts. The Marines
honored by the opportunity to serve
and Sailors of this battalion have
among the professionals that combeen training at an exhausting pace
prise 1st Reconnaissance Battalion.
for the past few months. Mojave
What these men do on a daily basis
Viper at 29 Palms was a great
in absolutely amazing – you can all
success and the battalion followed
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that immediately with Battalion
operations at the Mountain Warfare
Training Center in Bridgeport,CA.
It was another great success and
greatly enhanced the combat effectiveness of the entire unit.
All personnel have given 100
percent at all times in everything
that they do, and it is readily apparent by the looks of the battalion.
Due to all of these training accomplishments, our battalion is in a
position to support multi-faceted
operations throughout the world
like no other battalion in the corps.
We presently have units engaged in
the mountains of Afghanistan in
support of Operation Enduring
Freedom and they are doing a
magnificent job.

We have a MEU platoon who is
about to return home from a 7
month deployment along with
another who is in a fast paced training cycle here in the states to
relieve them.

further as you will read on is this
outstanding Raider Report and will
see it all for yourselves.

I cannot say enough about the
attitude and work ethic of the
personnel in this command, truly
awesome on both accounts and
makes me proud to be a member of
this fine organization. I feel I do
not have to expound on this any

SgtMaj J.D. LeHew

Thank you once again for all of the
internal and external coordination
and support everyone has provided
Bravo, Charlie and elements of
in order to increase the combat
Headquarters and Service Company effectiveness of this battalion.
are prepared for deployment to Iraq
once again to rout out the enemy,
We are ready for anything that
and the battalion RBE is structured comes our way.
in the rear to support all of these
concurrent operations.
Semper Fidelis.
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JANE WAYNE
DAY

“Don’t worry, I’ll wait,” Gunnery
Sgt. Bartee said as he wrangled his
new batch of recruits into formation. And he did.
On any other day a Marine Corps
gunnery sergeant wouldn’t have
to wait on anyone. But today he was
dealing with the backbone of the
Marine Corps. Today was Jane
Wayne day.
Flaunting Marine Corps gear and
colored bandanas representing the
companies of their loved ones,
wives and girlfriends of Marines in
1st Recon gathered for some good
old fashioned espirit de corps
hosted by the battalion.
Showing up bright and early, the
ladies were put in formation and
separated into two groups to rotate
through events.

There, they were giving basic instructions in MCMAP before they
suited up in protective gear and
went after each other in a one-onone battle with pugil sticks.
While one group was getting up
close and personal with hand-tohand combat, the other was down
on the firing range, learning how to
kill from a distance.
Under the watchful eye of the
battalion gunner, the group practiced firing the nine millimeter pistol
and the M4 Carbine.
A competition at the end showed
that some Marines should be taking
tips from their wives, as several
women effectively demolished their
targets before moving on to practice
throwing grenades.

As the day ended, the women gathWhile one group loaded onto a
ered around displays of gear used
seven ton truck, the other headed to by reconnaissance Marines, and
the Marine Corps Martial Arts pit
enjoyed a Meal, Ready to Eat.
outside the battalion.
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A 30-day pre-deployment requirement for infantry battalions,
BRIDGEPORT
Mojave Viper trains Marines from
Roughly two hours after their
all over the Corps in skills they’ll
For a little over two weeks in the
convoy of humvees and 7-ton
need to operate in the changing en- end of July, the Marines of 1st
trucks left the spartan conditions of vironments of Iraq and Afghanistan.
Reconnaissance Battalion traded
Camp Wilson, Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center Twentynine “All Marines, whether they (work) the coastline of Southern California
Palms, Calif., about 40 Marines ar- administration, supply, intelligence, for the mountains of Marine Corps
Training Center Bridgeport, Calif.
rived at their temporary home.
it’s part of their secondary job to act
as infantrymen,” said 1st Sgt.
After several classes, the Marines
Doug Berry, Headquarters and kicked off a series of hikes up the
Service Company’s senior
mountain that would span several
enlisted Marine.
days. Spending the majority of their

MOJAVE VIPER

“They have to be able to
shoot, move and communicate,” said Berry. “That’s what
we’re here to practice this
week.”
Today, they’re practicing with
pistols. By the last day of the
training, they’ll be working
in teams with up to four humvees. One Marine will drive
each vehicle while another
shoots live ammunition from a
machinegun, mounted in a
turret on the roof.

A flat piece of desert, decorated
sparsely with brush and various
sized bullet casings.
In preparation for their upcoming
deployment, the Marines, part of
the Camp Pendleton, Calif.-based
1st Reconnaissance Battalion, have
come here to participate in Mojave
Viper.
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time sleeping in the woods, the
Marines were able to refresh their
land navigation skills as they practiced carrying heavy loads through
rough terrain.
After a survival class where
Marines learned how to kill, skin
and cook a goat, the battalion split
up as the reconnaissance men
practiced their craft with H&S’s
around the clock support. A ropes
and rappelling class taught by
GySgt Rollin also gave many
Marines new and valuable skills.

RAIDER DAY

MOJAVE VIPER
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H&S COMPANY
1stSgt Berry and I would like to personally thank all of the family
friends of the Marines and Sailors in Headquarters and Service (H&S)
Company for their full support during these last few months. The
Marines and Sailors have been at 110% full speed, preparing for their
upcoming combat deployment which could not have been as successful as it was without your help. H&S was commended on their ability
to perform and support on several different occasions during Mojave
Viper, Mountain Warfare training at Bridgeport, and back in the “rear”
at Camp Pendleton. Their skills were key to the battalion’s mission
accomplishment. Your support, with the battalion’s training, has led
to the development of one of the most highly skilled and combat prepared H&S companies ready to enter Iraq.
As the company finishes the last of its preparations and gets ready
to head for another deployment, it is important to know that we are
proud of H&S’s accomplishments and determination, and are looking
forward to serving with them in Iraq.
Congratulations to Capt Fritts and his wife Kate on their new son James, Sgt Lewis and his wife Audrey on
their new daughter Ava.
- Capt. Russell W. Savatt
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ALPHA COMPANY
A Company is continuing to prepare
platoons to support Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) deployments. We have
had a number of personnel changes over
the past few weeks as you will see
below.
Staff Sergeant Gonczol transferred to
Company D, and was replaced by
Gunnery Sergeant Cadena. Additionally
Gunnery Sergeant Colbert was moved
from Headquarters and Service
Company to serve as the platoon sergeant for A1. Lastly we have Staff Sergeant Sandiford who has checked in
as the Company Communications Chief.
A1 is formed and began training on 15 September. They have numerous Marines at various schools including
Marine Combatant Diver, Joint Forces Observer, Airborne, Dynamic Assault and Breachers Course. Gunnery
Sergeant Colbert has started platoon training and we anticipate the return of Captain Bigrigg in October to take
over the duties of the Platoon Commander. Despite the condensed work up cycle, they are on track to develop
the skill sets required to attach to 11 MEU in January.
A2 is expected to return in mid November from a 7 month deployment which involved supporting exercises
in Kuwait. All reports on their performance are that things could not have gone better. We have been able to
schedule an early return for Staff Sergeant Holmstead to attend Infantry Unit Leader course and Sergeant Lanier
to attend Sniper School.
A3 is preparing to deploy in Dec. They are currently involved the final training and certification exercises
prior to deployment. They are currently working in support of the 13th MEU which is providing some excellent
training opportunities to practice some skills set typically not exercised by platoon. Despite this, the platoon is
performing well above standards and things look great for the upcoming CERTEX. Sergeant Jungers is currently completing the Urban Sniper Course.
A4 is completing it’s final preparation for deployment, and starting block leave on the 20th. They will formally transfer to H&S Company on the same date. Despite the loss of Corporal Cherry due to injury, we expect
that Sergeant Collins will be more then ready to take his place and we welcome him to the platoon.

- Capt. Patrick Henry
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BRAVO COMPANY
Since the last newsletter, Bravo Company has continued to progress through our training in preparation for the upcoming deployment. In June we participated in and won the inaugural Raider games held at 29 Palms, Ca. As winners of
the Raider (WARRIOR) games, the company was presented with the Raider Long Sword, symbolizing our ability to
perform under difficulty, pressure and the demands that are often associated with combat. As in combat, the Marines
found strength in their abilities and those of their brothers.

Welcome to the Company:
Marines inherently want to be part of a winning team and we have added several to ours. They include:
1stLt Schneider, J.L. ;Sgt Linhan, F.W.;HM3 McSmith, B.S.; Cpl McDonald, T. C. Additionally we would like to send a
special welcome to Madalyn Fay Turner-inserted: 14 August 2008. Her Commanding Officer is Tamara Turner (wife of
GySgt Turner); congratulations Tammy!
Departed the Company:
It is a bitter-sweet moment when our Warriors rotate depart the unit. They leave for the purpose of enhancing their career, training future Marines, or fulfilling life long dreams that are often associated with the Marine, but not in direct contact with the Corps. The following Marines depart the company between the months of May thru September 2008. We
wish them much success in there future endeavors.
Sgt Scharffer, G.W.
MWTC
Sgt Matthews, J.D.
EAS/ School
Recent School Graduates:
Congratulations to several Marines who
recently returned from school.
Basic Airborne Course:
Sgt Bradley, B.E.
HM2 Keene, L.L.
HN Gheyssarieh, A.P.
SSgt Pena, C.N.
MMPS
GySgt Pau Jr, Mariota
GySgt Rollin, Keith A.
GySgt Turner, Rodger W.
Sgt Hathaway, Joseph D.
Div School’s Pre-Sniper Course

Sgt Zummalen, J.D.
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Scout Sniper Course

Cpl Foltermann, S. A.
Cpl Schuster, J. D.
Sgt Tenorio, A. H.

Urban Sniper Course

LCpl Pape, R.L.

Mountain Sniper Course
Sgt Folterman, S.A.
Utah Sniper Course

Sgt Anderson, J. M.
Cpl Barry, B. M.
Sgt Pihl, D. H.
Sgt Sorensen, K. M.

Basic Iraqi Dialect
Sgt Hathaway, Joseph D.
Tactical Site Explotation Course
Cpl Johnsted, Michael D.
Sgt Miller, Marc T.
Cpl Walker, Robert T.

Good job!!!
On Training:
The company has finalized its training and is now preparing administratively for deployment. In addition to the many
schools attended by the Marines, we have been training very hard for the past seven months. The following events are
just a portion of some of the training your Marines have taken part in, to ensure we are ready for whatever my confront us:
! Mojave Viper Exercise
! Mountain Warfare Training, Bridgeport CA.
! Silver Back 7 (Communications training)
! Dynamic Assault Course
! Combat Hunter & Profiling
! Combative Concepts (specialized shooting skills)
Thank You:
We would like to extend a thank you to Mrs. Nikki Bell (wife of Sgt Bell), Mrs. Summer M Rollin (wife GySgt Rollin)
and Mrs. Lisa M Parker (wife Sgt Parker), who have volunteered to be our company Key Volunteers for the deployment.
Thank you for gifting us your time and energy during this deployment!
Final Thoughts:
The Marines of Bravo Company will depart in the near future for our deployment. It is an honor and humbling experience to continue what so many have begun in the fight against terror. Seven years ago, we were wounded by those who
refuse to accept the thought of a free society. We responded with appropriate force and entered into a new era of combat;
an era that all Americans can be proud of.

- Capt. Christopher Kalafatis and 1st Sgt Andre Askew
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CHARLIE COMPANY
After an amazing training event in Bridgeport, California, in which Marines dedicated themselves to their
trade - reconnaissance and surveillance - Captain Armas left for Iraq and attended the COIN Academy while
Gunnery Sergeant Cederholm and Staff Sergeant Stevens led a sniper training package in Utah. Sergeant Rant
displayed outstanding marksmanship ability and was awarded the high shooter award.
The rest of the company participated in jump and dive operations, and R&S continuation training. Charlie
Company welcomed the Fall with an intense week-long training package held at Camp Pendleton. The week
began with marksmanship fundamentals, as Gunnery Sergeant Cederholm led classes and practical application
that not only gave Charlie Company Marines confidence in their weapons and optics, but also confidence in
each other as they observed their team-members engage targets at known and unknown distances up to 600 meters during shooting competitions and relays. The following week was spent refining team and platoon level
tactics and techniques as well as sniper considerations and fundamentals of Counter-Insurgency Operations.
Captain Armas, 1st Sgt Dube,
Captain Meno, Doc Stewart,
LCpl Vargas, LCpl Palcisko, Sgt
Stewart, Sgt Krueger, Cpl Albrecht, and Cpl Parks, attended
AIRBORNE, while Cpl Trim,
LCpl Fife and Captain Meno escaped and evaded at SERE
school. Sergeant Johnson is
gaining an appreciation for
helicopter-borne operations at
HRST while Sergeant Rivera is
training to be a Static Line Jump
Master.
Charlie Company welcomed
a new Marine to the family last
month, Master Sergeant Pine.
Top Pine hit the deck running and kept the company training and on task as Charlie Company's new Operations
Chief. Welcome aboard Top Pine! Sgt Fedelchak and Sgt Anderson graduate from Sniper School at the end of
September as Marines take to the rifle range for their annual marksmanship qualification.
The Marines of Charlie Company have had an incredible training cycle and intense work-up for their upcoming deployment later this fall. They look forward to take a few weeks of leave to spend some quality time with
loved ones, family and friends before deploying in support of the Global War on Terror.
- Capt. Alexander Martin
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DELTA COMPANY
The Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC) has directed that Company D, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion to be re-designated the “Force Reconnaissance Company”. These companies will remain an organic element of their respective reconnaissance battalions, under the operational control of the I Marine Expeditionary
Force Commander. This has been and continues to be an arduous task for the fledgling Force Company, but the
Marines within have demonstrated with great maturity and professionalism the ability to accomplish the mission
through this transitional period.

With less than two weeks notice Delta 4 was called upon to deploy to Afghanistan, where they are currently conducting combat operations in support of a Marine infantry battalion.
Unfortunately, the details of their mission are classified but I can say that they have had a tremendous
impact within their Area of Operation (AO).
This doesn’t come without sacrifice from the families and friends of the Marines deployed, and would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support allowing your loved ones to focus on the mission so
they can come home soon. There has been no change with the retrograde timeline, and are still scheduled
home sometime between December-January 2009.
Delta 3 has undergone somewhat of a face-lift and is now under the leadership of Capt. Milbrandt and
GySgt Maass. They have spent the majority of their time thus far focusing on individual skill sets to include;
HMMWV driving, Joint Fires, Blue Force Tracker, Airborne, Tactical Tracking, and profiling.
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They have now shifted to team/platoon training and are currently participating in the Dynamic Assault
Course here at Camp Pendleton. The future of the platoon and there deployment plans have not been solidified,
but the leadership is taking every spare minute to train and prepare for every possible mission. They will be
well trained and ready.
Getting accurate up to date information out to the wives,
families, and friends of our Marines within the Force Company is one
of my top priorities. Please feel free to contact myself or staff with
any questions or concerns. It is an honor to be in command of such a
great and storied unit like this and want everyone to feel part of the
“recon” family.
Sincerely,
Maj. Schramm
Contact Information:
Maj M.T. Schramm (760) 763-5894
1stSgt B.K. Jackway (760) 763-5892
Mrs Katrina Wheeler kvnkat@gmail.com

[13]

