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RAIDER REPORT
Lt. Col. Michael J.
Mooney took command
of 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion in a ceremony
held on Camp Margarita
Feb. 22.

SWIFT, SILENT, DEADLY
CO’s Message:
Family and Friends of 1st
Reconnaissance Battalion Welcome to the inaugural
edition of the Raider
Report.

Since our last update to
you in December 07, much has
happened in our battalion.

combat tours, as well as new
Marines who have just
recently joined our ranks.

Currently we are in
the midst of a rebuilding
and training phase after
returning from our fourth
deployment to Iraq in five
years. We have many men who
are veterans of multiple

Each day I am absolutely
amazed by their dedication
and determination as we
continue an extremely
very busy and demanding
pre-deployment training
program.
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As you read this, the
battalion, consisting of
Headquarters and Service
Company, Bravo Company,
and Charlie Company are
conducting a month long
training exercise called
Mojave Viper aboard Marine
Air-Ground Task Force
Training Center in
TwnetyninePalms, Ca.
This training will further
prepare these Marines and
sailors for deployment
to Iraq later this year.
Concurrently, the warriors
in Alpha Company and Delta
Company are driving on with
their specific training
schedules in support of the
I Marine Expeditionary Force
and their subordinate Marine
Expedtionary Units.
As you know, being a
Reconnaissance Marine or
Sailor is not for the faint
of heart. You can be justifiably proud of what the
current Marines or Sailors
of 1st Recon Bn do everyday
in defense of our country.
Please take a minute
to check out our our new
battalion website for schedule updates, contact information, family readiness,

news stories, and pictures
of your Marines and sailors.
It can be accessed at:
http://www.i-mef.usmc.mil/DI
V/1ReconBn/
As always, the title of
Recon Marine and sailor is
our honor.
Non sibi, sed patriae - "Not
for self, but country"
M.J. Mooney
LtCol USMC

Sgt. Maj’s Message:
Greetings Marines, Sailors
family and friends of 1st
Recon Bn,
This letter finds up preparing to depart for Mojave
Viper at 29 Palms.
The Marines and Sailors
of this command have been
working feverishly to
perfect their warfighting
skills over the past couple
of months in preparation for
the battalion deployment
this fall.
Great things are happening
all throughout the battalion
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on all fronts and at every
level and it is a very exciting time to be Marine or
Sailor.
Thank you to all of our
special families in the
battalion for your continued
support.
I look forward to seeing
you all at some of our upcoming family events in the
near future.
Keep looking out in
the news for word on your
Marines and Sailors because
they will be doing great
things in the future and
they continue to impress me
on a daily basis.
Semper Fidelis,
SgtMaj LeHew

! PRE-DIVE TRAINING
“Graduation day” wasn’t a
guarantee.
Yes, they spent the last two
weeks living in the water. Seven

hours a day. Not including the training done on land.
Yes, they regularly swam 2,000
meters in the open ocean, treaded
water for up to 30 minutes with a
potential load of 18 pounds weighing them down and crossed an
Olympic sized pool holding their
breath.

training equal, if not harder, than
the actual combatant diver course,”
said Staff Sgt. John Gonczol, a
reconnaissance man and head
instructor for the course.

the legs and a pair of fins worn on
the feet.
And if swimming or finning long
distances in the open ocean weren’t
enough, the events are timed.

“We’re ensuring they’re prepared
Working off the same standard
in every aspect and that nothing will as the Combatant Diver Course, the
catch them off guard.”
reconnaissance Marines are given
The students, who are recon15 minutes to complete a 500 meter
naissance men of all ranks, spend
open ocean fin, and 13 minutes to
the entire two weeks being pushed swim the same distance in the pool.
to the limit, Gonczol said. Every
Although classes begin with 15
time they get into water during the to 25 students and one instructor
training, they have no previous
for every three or four Marines, the
knowledge of how far they have to vigorous nature in the course reswim or how long they have to
sults in a high attrition rate, usually
tread.
about 50 percent, Gonczol said.
The two-week pre-dive program
has such a physical impact on each
Marine, they take an average of
two-and-a-half minutes off their
three-mile run time, Gonczol added.
After the course, the first Marine
finished his run at just over 16
minutes.
Covering a variety of techniques,
the course included “finning” swimming in the open ocean using
primarily

And yes, the 15 reconnaissance
Marines who began the course
had already been reduced to
eight.
But only seven Marines in 1st
Reconnaissance Battalion’s “PreDive” course would complete the
training, and earn a chance to attend the Marine Corps Combatant
Diver Course.
“We try to make our pre-dive
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And no one, no matter what rank
or experience, receives any special
treatment, he added.
That mentality has been effective
over the years, as 1st Recon has
maintained a 100 percent graduation record from the Combatant
Diver Course.
And through their extensive,
strenuous training, 1st Recon is
ensuring that continues to happen.

AMERICAN
NINJA

The producers of “American
Ninja Challenge” had a problem;
they needed some way to challenge
six highly trained athletes.
That’s when Marines from 1st
Reconnaissance Battalion stepped
in with the answer.
“If you’re thinking about ‘American Ninja Challenge,’ what’s the
toughest American you can think
of,” said Shannon Hall, one of the
show’s producers.
“A U.S. Marine,” she said. “We
wanted that strength Marines are
known for.”

Recon, the contestants paired up for
a race through the course.
As they moved quickly through
the obstacles, the contestants received extra encouragement from
the Recon Marines, who loudly
urged them to move even faster.
“This course was a blast, it was
like a giant playground,” said Brian
Orosco, a 25-year-old “free runner”
from San Francisco.
The winner of each pair moved
on to compete in the next elimination challenge.

By running the obstacle course,
On Monday, six civilian athletes
the contestants reduced their numfrom all over the United States came ber to three. Ultimately, two will be
here with a crew from G4 television selected to go to Japan to compete
for an elimination challenge that
in the four-level obstacle course
would test their strength, speed and known as “Ninja Warrior.”
endurance.
“The Ninja Warrior is the holy
After a demonstrations of both
the 33 Area obstacle course and
Marine Corps Martial Arts Program
techniques by the Marines of 1st
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grail in Parkour and ‘free running,’”
Orosco said. “To get a chance at it
would be a dream come true.”

H&S COMPANY
The Marines and Sailors of Headquarters & Service Company have
been working hard and continue to support the adjacent Companies in
the Battalion during various training evolutions in preparation for the
deployment. The majority of the Company was on Christmas leave
until mid January and then came back and hit the ground running.
They quickly began implementing various internal procedures in their
individual sections to enhance the Battalion’s combat effectiveness.
Great strides were made in all the Companies sections, specifically
the Motor Pool, Armory, Communications Section and the Battalion
Aid Station.
The Company also participated in the Battalion’s Family Day last
month. The CO and I were very excited and pleased to meet so many
of the Marines’ and Sailors’ better halves! The Company’s Key Volunteer Network has also been making great strides; special thanks go
out to Victoria Weigel, Heather Boggs, and Nichole Campbell!
We had a lot of Marines graduate from several formal schools. Kudos to our recent graduates from airborne
school, our newest ‘boots in a chute’ are Staff Sergeant Ben Wormington, Doc Mike Sarrizin, Corporal Shawn
Springer, and Lance Corporal Josh Barnard. GySgt Mike Getman was able to get ‘flat, dumb, and happy’ and
graduated from Military Free-Fall School (but the rumor on the street is that he is a ‘sky-shark’). Gunnery Sergeant Bryan Weaver graduated from the SNCO Advance Course, and Sergeants Cody McGrew and Javier Ortega graduated from Sergeants Course. Corporals, Nathan Campbell, Andrew Fullwood and Travis Springer all
graduated from Corporals Course (and they all have the hair cuts and T-Shirts to prove it)! SSgt Kevin Jones
just finished up the Motor Transport Chief’s Course in Camp Lejeune. Captain Savatt continues to train Marines
and Sailors in the Marine Corps Martial Arts Program at a cyclic rate!
The Company also saw the arrival of a lot of new people to our team. Captain Henry replaced Major Dinsmore
as the Company Commander, 1stSgt Berry replaced 1stSgt Gaita, and GySgt Brad Colbert replaced GySgt Ken
Cadena as the Company Gunnery Sergeant.
H&S Company is excited to welcome all of the Marines and Sailors that recently checked in to the Company.
Recent Arrivals
Sgt Vance Anotnowicz, Chief Beauchamp, PFC Brock Bankson, Cpl Manuel Carrasco, PFC Nathan Contreras,
LCpl Chris Cross (this is his real name!), Chaplain David Cullen, LCpl Joshua Dankowsky, PFC Silvin Dorelus,
PFC Ramell Edge, PFC Brenton Ferguson, Captain Joel Fritts, PFC Fabien Gonzalez, PFC John Jimenez, PFC
Christopher Johnson, HM3 Luke Keene, PFC Christopher McNulty, PFC Joseph Miramontes, Cpl Kenneth
Morin, PFC Curtis Parker, PFC Jevin Rainey, Sgt Omar Rosales, PFC Joseph Root, Cpl Nathaniel Sapp, Cpl
Masterking Todd, PFC Osvaldo Trejo, LCpl David Williamson
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We also said farewell to: Major Dean Schulz, Capt Andy Konicki, Capt Matt Hilton, Capt Danny Myers, SSgt
Willie Hibler, Sgt Calvin Frith, Sgt Cody Cowin, Sgt Nathan Jones, Sgt Joshua Lawton, and Cpl O’Brian Meza.
Thanks for all your hard work and good luck at your new units!
Congratulations to the following Marines that were recently promoted.
Promotions.
Sergeant William Lovelace Sergeant Joshua Vojtisek
Corporal Michael Bryson Corporal Travis Springer
Lance Corporal Joshua Dankosky Lance Corporal Jonathan Kellerman
Lance Corporal Julio Ramos Lance Corporal Jamaine Smith
Lance Corporal Matthew Stiller
Thanks again to all the Marines, Sailors, and the KVN for all their hard work!
Please feel to contact me, First Sergeant Doug Berry, at douglas.berry@usmc.mil if you need anything from my
end.
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ALPHA COMPANY
Friends and families of Alpha Company, I just wanted to take a few moments to
introduce myself and tell you a little about
what the company has going on. My name is
First Sergeant Wesley Schaffer and I have
replaced First Sergeant Jackway who has
moved on to Company D. After having
served as the Company First Sergeant for the
last year in Charlie Company I am happy to
become part of the Alpha Company family. We have experienced a large turnover in the battalion over the last
few months both in the battalion’s leadership and incoming Marine’s and there families. While I believe that I
have meet most of the families for those I have not met I look forward to meeting you in the near future.
Replacing Captain Martin as the Company Commander is Capt Jason Armas who just returned from supporting the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) with 3rd Platoon where they had a very successful deployment. Master Sergeant Dave Lind, who also just returned from the 13th MEU deployment where he served as
Platoon Sergeant rounds out the Company Head Quarters Element, he will serve as the Company Operations
Chief.
For those of you who don’t know Alpha Company sources all platoons for the west coast MEU’s (11th,
13th, and 15th). In doing so, we have a very fast paced and demanding training schedule that you’re Marines’
train to. I know that you your Marines’ work long hours and are often gone. We want to make every effort to
keep you as his support network as informed as possible on what your loved one is doing. We plan on doing this
by asking your assistance in volunteering for the Key Wives Network. One of Company’s enduring tasks as the
remain behind element (RBE) for the battalion is to assist with the family readiness and Key Volunteer Networks (KVN), as some of you now know the battalion has reinvigorated the Family Readiness and Key Volunteer Networks. Having realized the fast paced nature of the ongoing deployments and training we really want to
reach out to all family’s and friends by having fun events such as the family day where every one was introduced to the new battalion commander and his wife at Del Mar Beach. To follow on the success of family day
the battalion will host a Jane Wayne day in the near future where friends and family alike can come and get a
taste of what their Marine does for a living. I am sure that you will hear more on this event in the near future.
In closing I would like to say that Captain Armas and I are happy to serve you and your Marines’ and we
hope to see you at one of the upcoming battalion sponsored events and encourage you to visit the companies
section of the battalions web page at www.i-mef.usmc.mil/DIV/1ReconBn/ where we will be posting exciting
news articles and pictures of your Marine training and serving around the globe.
1st Sgt Schaffer
Alpha Company
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BRAVO COMPANY
First, let me say that the Marines of Bravo Company, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion are the 21st century
Spartans. They are proud and it is a privilege to serve beside them. They have surpassed the reputation of those
who have gone before them and will continue to do so. There are several topics I would like to address in this
letter for the purpose of informing the readers about our training, support structure and the driving force behind
the company.
Welcome to the Company:
Marines inherently want to be part of a winning team and we have added several to ours. They include:
1st Lt Armstrong from Shutesbury MA, 1st Lt Ringlien from Sylvania, OH, LCpl McVicar from Lake City MI
and LCpl Siemers from Jackson MI.
Departing the Company:
It is a bitter-sweet moment when our Warriors rotate depart the unit. They leave for the purpose of enhancing
their career and training future Marines in the skills needed to become a Reconnaissance Marine. The following
will depart in the months of April and May with the above thoughts in mind:
Sgt Blackwell, R.J. EAS/ CHP
Sgt Moulton, B.S. MSG Duty
Sgt William-McIntosh DLAP
We wish them much success in their future endeavors.
Recent School Graduates:
Congratulations to several Marines who recently
returned from school. First, Sgt Hathaway (a Team
Leader with 1st Plt). He recently graduated from
the Sergeant’s Course which was hosted by the
SNCOA located at the School of Infantry. Additionally, he was the class First Sergeant for the
course (again Bravo Company leading the way).
Next, Sgt Pollock-Jacobson (HQ Plt) and Sgt Griffis (1st Plt). Both Marines successfully complete
the Marine Combat Driver course which is located
in Panama City, Fl. They are now authorized to
wear the combat diver pin. Good job.
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We understand that risk and danger is inherent in our profession. It will always be present whenever we conduct
realistic and challenging training. And the Marines of Bravo Company participated in such training that was
hosted by the Special Mission Training Branch located at range 130. This was an intense two week Direct Action shooting package which allowed the Marines to put words into action.
On Training:
The company is currently conducting training in preparation for our scheduled and routine deployment. This
will be the first deploy for the majority of the Marines.
Thank You:
I (we in the company) would like to thank Mrs. Nikki Bell (wife of Sgt Bell, Team Leader, 1st Plt). She is the
Key Volunteer for the Company and an lovely lady.
1st Sgt Andre Askew
Bravo Company
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CHARLIE COMPANY
As the Company First Sergeant for Charlie Company, I am excited to report that the Marines continue to set
the example for the Battalion through mission accomplishment.
In the past four weeks since my arrival I have witnesses and participated in some great training evolutions from
the (MPEX) Mobile Patrol Exercise to the meticulous movement of the (DAC) Dynamic Assault Courses, I will
be the first to state we have the best Marines that this Corps has to offer, from the small unit leadership, to the
true duty experts. The Marines continue to strive forward learning and honing skills that will ultimately make us
more proficient in a combat environment.
We are also looking ahead to 29Palms (Mojave Viper)where we will be putting all the skill sets together and see
first hand “the bigger picture” meaning how everything ties in together ultimately making a better more skilled
War Fighter.
Another focus of effort for the Company is the Key Volunteer program (KV), please note that it is our intent to
make this program a strong reference point for the Marines and their families within the Company.
The Company Commander and I would like to give a sincere thank you to all the spouses that were in attendance the other night at the KV
meeting, Charlie Co had the most
representation present, and that is
yet another example of our desire
and your commitment to make
this program a success.
We would like to give a special
thank you to Rochelle Cederholm
who has volunteered her time to
head up our KV program as the
Company KVC. Also a sincere
thank you to Dorothy Milbrandt,
Lacey Dube, Addie Brown,
Heather Buckowing, Rachel
Buckingham, Kelly Spencer,
Amanda Wiese for your involvement as a Key Volunteer or
other commitment to the KV program.
Congratulations to Sgt Michael Loans who has recently graduated from (HRST) Helicopter Rope Suspension
Training Master Course, as well as Sgt Richard Reyes successful graduation from Dive School, Sgt Nicholas
Rivera was the latest Marine to graduate from the always motivating Sergeant Course, a course that will set a
Marine Leader aside from his peers ultimately making him a better leader on and off the battle field. (Also a requirement for promotion)
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The Company would like to welcome a couple new additions to our family, GySgt Christopher Pagdilao (3rd
PltSgt) and wife Genepher along with 1stLt Martin who will be the Platoon Commander for 1stPlt. It is an
honor and privilege to have you and your families join Charlie Co – Welcome aboard
The Company will also say farewell to Master Sergeant Jose Castillo III and family who will be retiring after 22
years of honorable and faithful service, along with 1stlt Stephen Kopach Platoon Commander of 1st Platoon,
best of luck to you and your families in future endeavors. Semper Fi
Go Red Sox!
1st Sgt. David Dube
Charlie Company
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DELTA COMPANY
The Commandant of the Marine Corps recently directed that Company D remain an element of 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, and it will continue to operate in direct support of the Marine Expeditionary Force. The
Commandant also redesignated the company as Force Reconnaissance Company. Structure changes include an
increase to four platoons and additional headquarters and support sections to enable independent operations.
Company D continues to develop its mountain warfare and reconnaissance capabilities and vertical mobility
skills by leveraging the expertise of mountain warfare experts. Training partners include 10th Special Forces
Group, Mountain Warfare Training Center, and the United Kingdom Royal Marines Brigade Reconnaissance
Force which routinely operates in Afghanistan.
3d Platoon recently completed a month-long amphibious training package with two A-Teams from 10th Special
Forces Group (Airborne). Training was conducted at several locations along Southern California and included
combatant dives, over-the-horizon navigation, harbor penetration profiles, helocast/dive, surf passage, and the
diver propulsion device.
Training culminated with a water jump and included air dropping 4 Combat Rubber Raiding Craft with Special
Operations Cargo Expendable Platforms. At the end of the program, 3d Platoon completed all training objectives and both A-Teams completed their level 1 dive team certification. Having completed its amphibious refresher, the platoon will continue to advance its mountain warfare capabilities and certifications.
4th Platoon culminated its cold weather and mountain warfare training packages in Colorado and Norway with
an off-road tactical driving course in Melbourne, FL. The platoon is in the final stages of preparation before assuming its tether to the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit. Upcoming events include additional mountain warfare
training and Theater Security Cooperation events in support of United States Pacific and Africa Commands.
I would like to thank you for your continued
support for the Marines and Sailors of
Company D. As I Marine Expeditionary
Force’s deep reconnaissance force, the Marines and Sailors of the company are involved with a rigorous training cycle that
often deploys them away from home.
Without your efforts, we would not be able
to accomplish our mission.
In turn, taking care of our families is one of
my top priorities. The Key Volunteer
Network provides us with a way to stay in
touch with families, keep families connected
with the command, and provide the re-
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sources necessary to cope with the hardships associated with long deployments and high operating tempos.
1stSgt Jackway and I are personally committed to the well-being of each family within Company D.
Our Key Volunteer Coordinator is Mrs. Katrina Wheeler, and she oversees our support network. From time-totime, she will pass command information and is available to address any family readiness concerns. Also, please
do not hesitate to contact me or 1stSgt Jackway if we can assist in any way. We will do our best to provide as
much information to families as possible regarding our training and deployments.
Sincerely,
Maj Schmidt
Contact Information:
Maj R.J. Schmidt (760) 763-1078
1stSgt B.K. Jackway (760) 763-5892
Mrs Katrina Wheeler kvnkat@gmail.com
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